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KITCHEN OF THE FUTURE: 

Design breakthroughs to. muse today 
BEFORE & AFTER: 

How to transform a ranch-style house 
NEW: OUTTAKES 


Behind "у scenes with Norm, Steve апа the guys 


AS SEEN ON 


Sometimes you forget the milk. 
Sometimes you forget 


Whether you are going to 
the store, to work or the dry 
cleaners, every trip you take 


in a Concorde LXi inevitably 


The Chrysler Concorde was respectfully ranked 
“Best Premium Midsize Car in Initial Quality” 
by J.D. Power and Associates: 


becomes a joyride. With every corner you become lost in 
the stability of its cab-forward architecture and low-speed 
traction control. As your thoughts begin to race, Chrysler 
Concorde LXis smooth 4-speed automatic, a fully adaptive 
electronically controlled transaxle, actually begins to learn 
your driving style and tailors its internal shift patterns for 
you. Soon your fingers grip the leather-wrapped steering 
wheel and your mind hums along to the purring sounds of a 
225 hp 24-valve V6. Now then, where are you going again? 
For more information about a test-drive you will never 
forget, call 1.800.CHRYSLER or visit www.chryslercars.com 


Concorde LX starts at $22,115. LXi as shown, $25,935" 


Featuring MacPherson struts up front and _ = ^. ofthe Chrysler Concorde's precisely tuned 
a multi-link configuration with Chapman (£ s suspension reduces rear end squat under 


Sometimes you forget the bread. 
the store altogether. 
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©1999 Pella Corporation C572Z299RB 


THE PRECISION FIT' REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
FROM PELLA ONCE AGAIN PROVING THAT 
YOU CAN EASILY REPLACE AN ORIGINAL. 


Is it the original? Or is it the replacement? With our 


Precision Fit® Windows, no one will ever know 

for sure. That’s because we didn’t compromise on 
performance or looks. We wouldn't think of it. 

But we did think of making replacement windows 
that are custom built to any 1/4" dimension, so they 
can be installed easily, without disrupting your 


paint or wallpaper. They're available in a complete 


line of double-hung sash options, including our 
innovative Designer Series? or the always classic 
Architect Series? It's just one of the myriad ways our 
windows make your home look like a masterpiece. 
To find out more, contact us at 1-800-54-PELLA 


or visit our website at www.pella.com. 
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VIEWED TO BE THE BEST." 


southeastern India lately, you've noticed 


also noticed by the French colonial troops 


uniforms were impossible to keep clean in 


colored dye to hide the dirt. Today, those 


law firms on casual Fridays. We've been 


Our khakis, like everything we sell, come 


available in "olive; “sand? “ink? “black” and "dirt; 


Www.EDDIEBAUER.com ©1999 Eddie Bauer. The Eddie Bauer logo is a registered trademark of Eddie Bauer 
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-OO youve been to 


two things: It’s hot. And it’s dusty. This was 
stationed there in the mid-1800s. Their white 
those pre-bleach days. So they used a rust- 
pants are worn everywhere, including stuffy 
making pants for over seventy-five years. 
with our guarantee and are 


which we refer to as “khaki” 


18 speed bike: $1,225 
shipping bike to italy: $235 
map of tuscany: 9,000 lira 


seven days without email: 


priceless 


Platinum MasterCard’ has a high spending limit 


for the things that matter. 


there are some things money can't buy. 
for everything else there's MasterCard." 


(C 1999 MasterCard International Incorporated www mastercard com 


PHOTOS: TOP, PASCAL BLANCON: MIDOLE, LEFT TO RIGHT, MICHAEL GRIMM; JOHN GRUEN; GUY KLOPPENBURG: BOTTOM, WILLIAM HUBER 
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Watertown Finale, p. 75 


As Norm Abram, Tom Silva, Richard 
Trethewey and their crew apply the 
finishing touches to a stunning Queen 
Anne, the renovation may go down as 
the costliest in This Old House bistory— 
and also one of the most spectacular. 

By BRAD LEMLEY 


features 
A New Old House 86 


A family of five builds a house that possesses quality workmanship, modern convenience and—thanks to lovely 
architectural details salvaged from period structures—plenty of historic charm, Ву RICHARD CONNIFE 


An American Craftsman 94 


Tree framer Jack Sobon builds storybook houses using curved timbers known as crucks, BY BRAD LEMLEY 


Dream House: Stone-Faced 102 


At This Old House magazine's project in Wilton, Connecticut, dressing a concrete foundation with a fieldstone veneer 
gives the illusion of a solid-stone pedestal supporting the rambling Shingle Style house. Bv JACK MCCLINTOCK 


Classical Grandeur 410 


Melrose, a gracious Greek Revival in Natchez, Mississippi, embodies an appealing combination of elegance and 
hospitality. And with its cross-ventilated design, the mansion even evokes practicality. By Jack MCCLINTOCK 


Poster: Bolts and Nuts 117 


Check out these fancy threads as we go nuts for bolts. By PETER JENSEN 


PLANTER'S PALACE, Р. 110 ROCK ON, P. 102 IN WITH THE OLD, P.86 


BEFORE AND...P. 75 


cover A sitting area off the kitchen in the Watertown project 
house, a restored Queen Anne in all her majesty 
Photograph by Pascal Blancon. See story, p. 75 


(Continued on page 10) 


It is like nothing you’ve seen before in 
an automobile. An interior meticulously 
crafted not just with sumptuous textures 
and color palettes, but thought. Purpose 
This is the distinct interior universe in the 
stunning V6-powered Audi A6. More than 
another luxurious cabin, it's an interior 
design concept dedicated to the senses, as 


well as your personal taste, Exquisite fabrics, 


colors, woods and textures create a choice 
of three coordinated interior designs we call 
Atmospheres?" Advance with its natural 
tones. Ambiente with its Mediterranean 
spirit. Ambition with its classic simplicity. 
Every stitch and pattern carefully crafted 

to reflect your personal style. Call it a 
testament to your good taste. Call it a driver's 
right to choose. Call it the perfect interior. 


35,525. Actual dealer prices may vary 


‘Audi 


Caution: Pressing your nose to the window will leave a mark. 


ngs emblem are registered trademarks of AUDI AG. "Atmospheres* is a service mark of Audi of America, Inc. ©1999 Audi of America, In Audi 


“An eave is to a 
house what an 
eyebrow is to a face? 


—Robert A.M. Stern 


ALL ABOUT EAVES, P. 61 


up front 
Ё House Calls with steve The Kitchen of the Future 


The host of This Old House test-drives a rule-breaking “universal kitchen” at the 
Rhode Island School of Design—and likes the road ahead. By STEVE THOMAS 


Transformations Saving the Ranch 


A new kitchen is the key to making over a 1950s suburban classic. Bv Curtis Rist 


Materials We Love Feat of Clay 


Brick's earthy elegance adds grace to patios and pathways. By Jack MCCLINTOCK 


Update Lead Paint Strategies 
The right ways to deal with old layers of risky paint. Bv Curtis Rist 

Architecture All About Eaves К i 
Roof overhangs give houses character and protect against the elements. By Curtis Rist 

Finances The Lien Machine T 
Sometimes a contractor doesn't work out, but you can still keep your renovation on track 
and avoid the sting of a mechanic’s lien. BY MICHAEL SHAPIRO 

GOT LEAD? P.55 Luxuries Brilliant! uM 

Copper shingles keep a roof in mint condition. Ву Bran LEMLEY 


x 2 "T outtakes 17 THE BEST ROOF, Р.69 


The First Norm-Look-Alike Contest 
Watertown Wraps Up 

Norm’s Key West Catch 

Past Project Update: Salem 

Tom's Hidden Workshop 

Calendar 


plus 


Contributors 12 Letters 44 Ask Norm 28 
Letter From This Old House 73 Directory 119 
TV Listings 122 Classics Program Guide 124 
Save This Old House 146 


WHO'S NORM-AL? P. 26 


PASCAL BLANCON; CHERI EISENBERG; BENJAMIN OLIVER. 


PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: WHITNEY COX; 


[Fon їнтокнаттон ABOU MANUFACTURERS, MATERIALS, PRODUCTS AND RESOURCES, SEE DIRECTORY, P: ЇЇ] 
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Despite an escaped corn 
snake and other mishaps, 
RICHARD CONNIFF survived 
to write “A New Old 
House” (page 86), an 
account of the construction 
of his four-bedroom Shingle 
Style house in Connecticut. 
The little orange serpent, a 
low-maintenance pet, had 
been placed in the house 
before the renovation was 
complete. But Ricky slipped 
out of his cage and didn’t 
reappear for two months. “I 
had to tell the subcontrac- 
tors, ‘If you see a snake, be 
nice to it,” says Conniff, who boldly served as general con- 
tractor of the 11-month project. “One of them muttered 
something about making a leather belt, My daughter finally 
found Ricky in my office.” Fascinated by creatures that 
scurry, crawl and buzz, Conniff is the author of Spineless 
Wonders: Strange Tales From the Invertebrate World (1996) 
and Every Creeping Thing: True Tales of Faintly Repulsive 
Wildlife (1998), both published by Henry Holt and Com- 
pany. Last fall, he hosted Underdogs: Prairie Dogs Under 
Attack, part of a new Turner Broadcasting System televi- 
sion series that features first-person accounts of once-in-a- 
lifetime experiences with the natural world. 


Photographer GUY KLOP- 
PENBURG decided that he 
approved of the concept of 
“A New Old House” 
(page 86). “I really liked 
the moldings and old 
doors. Some of them came 
from salvage yards,” he 
says. “My favorite thing 
was the mudroom door. 
You could open the top 
and bottom halves sepa- 
rately, and there must have 
been 20 or 30 panes of 
glass in the top one.” A 
Connecticut native who has lived in New York City since 
1986, he also does photography—as well as some lighting 
and set construction—for the Castillo Theatre. The Man- 
hattan community theater is currently producing Sally and 
Tom, a play about the relationship between the slave Sally 
Hemings and President Thomas Jefferson. Kloppenburg 
also uses his spare time to visit local dance salons, where 
he and a partner engage in the Argentine tango, a 19th-cen- 
tury dance that has recently been enjoying a resurgence 
around the world. Kloppenburg is a frequent contributor 
to Saveur, Vogue and Travel/Holiday magazines. 

-Rebecca Reisner 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AND BACK ISSUES 
To order a new subscription or gift subscription ($19.95 a year), 
to renew a subscription, to order a back issue or to tell us about a 
problem receiving your subscription, call 800-898-7237. 
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This Old House 


Be sure to join us every week 
on your local PBS station 
Check local listings. www.pbs.org 


BHouse 


This Old House is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston 


has a solid foundation... 


INSURANCE LKRYLON | 


In September, 1979, This Old House debuted on PBS and began a how-to home 
revolution. Now, in our , thanks to lots of hard work, unflagging 
professionalism and a dedication to superior craftsmanship, This Old House has 
become the highest-rated home improvement series on television. 


We at This Old House couldn't have done it without the ongoing support 
provided by our national sponsors, State Farm Insurance Companies, 
Ace Hardware Corporation and The Minwax and Krylon Brands. 
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Radiant Reviews 
| have a radiant floor heating system and 
enjoy it [“Take a Walk on the Warm Side,” 
November 1998]. But | feel you've short- 
changed the advantages of such systems. 
You compared it to hot-water baseboard 
and forced hot-air heating. These are both 
convection heating systems: The former 
heats water that then heats the air in each 
room, and the latter heats air directly. No 
mention was made of why it is called radiant 
hot-water floor heating. Most of the heat 
transfer can be compared to the way the 
sun heats us: via radiant transfer, directly 
from one body to another. Radiant floor 
heating systems heat people (and solid 
objects like chairs and beds—another 
advantage). But the bulk of radiant floor 
heat is the radiant effect. It's like having a 
woodstove in every room. Lizards on a rock 
in the sun never had it so good. And just 
think of our canine friends lounging about 
on these floors too. 

CHRISTOPHER D'Amico, Brewer, Maine 


| market energy-efficiency programs for a 
utility company and promote radiant floor 
heating to my customers as both an energy- 
efficiency measure and as the highest quality 
form of heat for their home or business. | 
was very happy to see "Take a Walk on the 
Warm Side." It was an excellent article that 
covered most of the important features of 
radiant in-floor heating. There is, however, a 
way to avoid the condensation problem 
experienced with gas- or oil-fired boilers. 
Many of my customers use two different 
forms of electric heating systems to heat 
radiant floors: electric boilers and geother- 
mal heating. They're cheaper to operate 
than gas- or oil-fired boilers and do not 
cause condensation problems. 

Tim ОонЕнтү, Ramsey, Minn. 
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The article "Take a Walk on the 
Warm Side" discusses the advan- 
tages of comfort and energy effi- 
ciency associated with radiant 
floor heat but fails to mention 
some of the significant benefits 
related to this system. When the 
floor itself becomes the "radiator," 
the terminal device distributing 
the heat in most conventional sys- 
tems is eliminated. No baseboard 
radiators, no cast-iron radiators, 
and no grilles or diffusers are required to 
distribute the heat. The banging noise and 
gushing of hot water or—worse—steam 
through metal piping are also eliminated. 
More usable floor space becomes available, 
and no awkward bumps in front of windows 
interfere with the furniture layout. In smaller 
homes, these space savings can have con- 
siderable functional and aesthetic impact. 
Davin HALPERN, Westport, Conn. 


| just finished reading your article about the 
benefits of in-floor radiant heating. | have 
lived with it and am in the position to know 
that you are wrong—it is the worst form of 
heating ever invented: The floor is hot, and 
the room is cold. Air circulation is absent. 
For those of us in the "Sun Belt of Califor- 
nia," the system doesn't provide the quick 
heat we need in the morning and the cool- 
off we need in the hot part of the day. I lived 
with radiant floor heating in Marin County 
for eight years. ! was never warm when it 
was cold. You cannot have rugs, because 
they block the heat flow. Wall-to-wall is a 
no-no for sure. The system needs bleeding 
regularly. The water becomes fetid and 
smells when you do the bleeding. Bubbles 
will shut off entire sections of the system for 
no good reason. As the system ages, gal- 
vanic corrosion steps in to make each new 
day an adventure. Good old hot-water or 
cast-iron-pipe-connected radiators, with 
some forced air to move things around, are 
much better options for the highly seasonal 
requirements of most of the United States. 
My wife and | had a laugh about the “won- 
ders" of your various installations. 

Eowaro M. Barratt Il, San Jose, Calif. 


Deadly Trap 
The article on eradicating mice [“When 
There’s a Mouse in the House,” November 


1998] was very informative. However, two of 
the mousetraps pictured, the Log Roll and 
the Deadly Gangplank, could be deadly to 
more than just mice. Both use a container of 
antifreeze into which the mice are dumped 
to drown. It must be pointed out that 
antifreeze is a deadly poison. Household or 
neighborhood pets and children could easily 
ingest the antifreeze from either of those 
two traps and suffer fatal results. Please 
alert your readers to this hazard. 

Rick Morrison, Phoenix 


kudos 

A few issues back, we commended Japan 
Woodworker for its cheerful and timely 
customer service. Since then, we've heard 
all sorts of anecdotes from This Old 
House readers who've had similarly posi- 
tive experiences with other manufacturers. 
Here’s one of our favorites: 


Delta Delights 

I purchased a Delta Unisaw last year 
from a mail-order company in North 
Dakota. Just a week after I had placed my 
order, massive floods hit that state. I 
inspected the machine upon delivery and 
found that it was in good condition— 
except that certain parts had a coat of 
rust on them. 

The mail-order company was tem- 
porarily out of business because of the 
flood, so I called Delta directly. They 
were wonderful. They sent me the parts 
immediately, free of charge. A year later, 
the saw runs great, and I have since pur- 
chased a 14-inch Delta band saw. 

RICHARD Kautz, Pelham, N.Y. 


punch list 


definition: a list of items incorrectly done or remaining to be 
finished on a construction job — 


January/February 1998 

* In the Classics Program Guide, under *Week 20," the 
name of the architect was misspelled. He is Norm Lacayo. 

* In the Cape Cod section of Directory, the phone 
number to call for Evan Pollitt's plans should have 
been listed as 203-268-5955. To purchase the book 
Colonial Houses: 181 Classic Early American Designs, 
call Home Planners Bookline at 800-521-6797. 


Address mail to Letters, This Old House magazine, 1185 Avenue 
of the Americas, New York, NY 10036. Please include your full 
name, address and daytime phone number. 
Published letters will be edited for clarity and length and may be 
used in other media. 


PHOTO: JOHN BLAIS; INSET, KELLER & KELLER. 


Eleven new 
reasons to park your 


car in the driveway. 


NEW RIDGID BENCH TOP AND STATIONARY TOOLS. 
YOU'LL FIND THEM ALL AT THE HOME DEPOT. .— 
Your garage is about to get a lot smaller. Thanks to the new line of woodworking tools from Ridgid, 
aname professionals have trusted since 1923. Built to last, each tool has been engineered for the 
serious woodworker and is backed by a lifetime warranty. And, of course, at The Home Depot, 

you'll always find them at the guaranteed low price. Every day. So you can afford to build 
RIDGID almost anything you want. Including, perhaps, a new place to park the family car. 


Low prices are just the 
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Visit www.americanexpress.com for a better way to control your finances. American Express” Online Services 
is an easy and secure way to manage your account. You can review recent charges, so you'll always 
know what's coming. Also, download transactions into financial software, so your records are always 


up-to-date. And even pay your bill online, so there's no paperwork. Register online now; it's free. 


To apply for the Card, visit us at www.americanexpress.com or call 1-800-THE-CARD. © 1999 American Express. With no pre-set spending limit, purchases are approved based on а 
variety of factors including account history, credit record and personal resources. Sign & Travel and Special Purchase Accounts: not all Cardmembers are eligible. Eligibility to extend payment 
based on a review of Cardmember tenure and payment history. Enrollment in Membership Rewards program required. The annual fee is $25. Some Corporate Cards and some Optima" Cards 
are not eligible for enrollment. Terms & fees for Corporate Cards may vary. Buyer's Assurance. Purchase Protection and CRLDI are underwritten by AMEX Assurance Co., Administrative Office. 
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PHOTOS: KOLIN SMITH. 
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT THIS OLD HOUSE 


Before tbe guests arrive, 
Norm Abram and Tom Silva 
rip boards in Tom's subter 
ranean Watertown worksbop 
and Tom helps Steve Thomas, 
right, bang kitchen lights 


THE WRAP PARTY IS A VENERATED THIS OLD HOUSE TRADITION 

M ISSION CONTROL AND, AT THIS SEASON'S, JUST BEFORE NEW YEAR'S EVE, EVERY- 
ONE—FROM ASBESTOS ABATERS TO DECORATIVE PAINTERS— 

WHO TRANSFORMED THE WATERTOWN HOUSE CAME TO MARVEL AT THE RESULTS WITH 
NORM ABRAM, STEVE THOMAS, RICHARD TRETHEWEY AND TOM SILVA. BY THE TIME THE 
GUESTS ARRIVED, THE GLEAMING QUEEN ANNE LOOKED COMPLETELY FINISHED (SEE 
“WATERTOWN FINALE," PAGE 75). BUT FRESH SAWDUST IN THE BASEMENT TOLD A DIF- 
FERENT STORY. TOM HAD YET TO DISMANTLE HIS IMPRESSIVE ON-SITE WORKSHOP, WHICH 
HAD BEEN CRANKING VIRTUALLY NONSTOP FOR MONTHS AND WHERE TOM WAS, UP UNTIL 


A FEW MINUTES BEFORE THE FESTIVITIES, STILL WHITTLING DOWN HIS PUNCH LIST. 
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| WATERTOWN WRAPS UP 


ГЮ л > [1] Cuckoo! TOM INSPECTS A HOLE HE'S 
/ 
H pt SAWED OUT FOR THE RANGE-HOOD VENT. 


[2] CAMERAMAN JOEL COBLENZ ANGLES 


IN FOR THE PERFECT SHOT AS NORM AND 
TOM TRY TO MAKE 
INSTALLING THE 
HOOD LOOK EASY. 
[8 AT THE WRAP 
PARTY, NORM MAKES 
A CURIOUS SARTOR- 
IAL STATEMENT: A 


SLING ON HIS RIGHT 


ARM. NO, HE'S NOT RE-COVERING FROM THE GREAT 
STAIRCASE MIGRATION (SEE “А STAIRWAY THAT'S 
HEAVEN,” PAGE 80) BUT RATHER FROM SURGERY ON 
HIS ROTATOR CUFF, WHICH HE TORE WATERSKI- 
ING TWO YEARS AGO. THE PARTY WAS HIS FIRST 
MAJOR OUTING AFTER THE OPERATION. UP UNTIL 


THEN, HE'D BEEN RELAXING AT HOME. HE EVEN FOUND TIME TO CLEAN 


OUT HIS CLOSETS. “YOU KNOW WHAT?” HE SAYS. “VE GOT A LOT OF 


PLAID SHIRTS.” 


[4] [B] THE T.O.H. CELL-PHONAHOLICS GET A FIX. 


$100 DOLLARS A FOOT 


| This Old House landscaper Roger Cook found the perfect path to privacy: three abandoned Christmas trees. Overlooked for 25 years, the 30- 
footers were scooped out of a Boston-area Christmas tree farm and hauled to the Watertown project's back yard, where they were plopped 
in holes and doused with 400 gallons of water. "They're thriving,” says Cook. “Christian and Susan couldn't be happier.” 


М. KELLER & KELLEF 
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ur b ain, the п w L nd Rov r autom tic Пу adj sts to anyth ng. 


Introducing the most technologically 
advanced Land Rover ever. 

When it came to ing the all-new 
Discovery Series 1, we didn't leave any- 
thing out. 

Besides being completely reengineered 
and tot ned, it comes equipped 
with technologi 
in other SUVs. Like the newly available 
Active Cornering Enhancement. A feature 
that uses computer software and an 


ly rede 
al innovations not found 


ean 
it to 


advanced hydraulic system to er 


> streetwise 4x4 


And thanks to four-wheel electronic 
traction control, all-terrain ABS, and 
permanent four-wheel drive, there’s 
almost no off-road problem it can’t solve 

There are even side impact beams and 
a rugged 14-gauge steel chassis. So why 
not call 1-800-FINE 4WD or visit us at 
www. Best4x ndRove 

With a starting MSRP of 
one thing we suspect you won't be doing. 

Thinking twice. 


com? 


there’s 


ide sufficient protection 


That's a lot of truck. The tires 
behind Steve Thomas and Ken- 
necott Utah Copper Corpora- 
tion superintendent John 
Kinneberg measure 15 feet high. 


IF YOU’VE EVER PLAYED WITH TONKA TRUCKS, YOU’RE GOING 

KEEP ON TRUCKIN’ TO WISH YOU’D SPENT THE DAY WITH Т.О,Н. HOST STEVE THOMAS 

WHEN HE WENT TO THE BINGHAM CANYON COPPER MINE TO CHECK 

OUT THE SOURCE OF THE MATERIAL USED TO ROOF THREE PORCHES AT THE WATERTOWN PROJECT. 

| (SEE “BRILLIANT!” PAGE 69.) BINGHAM CANYON, HALF AN HOUR OUTSIDE SALT LAKE CITY, IS 
THE LARGEST OPEN PIT IN THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE, SO THE TRUCKS THAT TRANSPORT THE 

| ORE TO THE INITIAL CRUSHER HAVE TO BE HUGE. THEY’RE TOO BIG AND HEAVY, IN FACT, TO DRIVE 
ON A PAVED ROAD. THE PARTS—INCLUDING THE 2,300-HORSEPOWER DIESEL ENGINE—GET SHIPPED 
IN AND ASSEMBLED ON-SITE. AND IT TAKES A FIRE HOSE TO WASH OFF ALL THE MUD 
AND DIRT THEY PICK UP ON THE JOB. AFTER JUST A DAY AT THE MINE, THOUGH, 
STEVE GOT PRETTY USED TO THEIR GARGANTUAN SIZE. WHEN HE GOT HOME, HIS 


OWN FORD RANGER SUDDENLY LOOKED, WELL, TONKA-SIZED. 


) 
Was that Norm blushing behind his beard recently? Perhaps he'd taken a gander at a Mirabella 
magazine article in which writer Gerri Hirshey confesses she's long fanned a flame for the *TV 
hunk” aka our favorite master carpenter here at This Old House. After all, she says, “Who can resist 

a solid, plain-talking Yankee who knows the business end of a stud finder, who can shim a door 


ia NS Aw, SHUCKS 
5 


y 


level, who can even build a working rolltop desk?" What's more, she says, *Norm does talk dirty: Dry 
rot. Mildew. Lead-based paint." Ooh-kay. 


20 


PHOTO: COURTESY OF KENDECOTT UTAH COPPER CORP; ILLUSTRATION: MARTIN MAYO. 


How will you be paying for your windows? 
Cash, check, or every time you turn around? 


Those so-called inexpensive windows are actually very costly. Make sure you choose 


Andersen" Windows. They're energy efficient. Virtually maintenance-free. And covered by a worry 


free warranty. How can you afford anything else? Worryproof. Timeproof. Andersen Windows. 


1. Brad Dylhoff, 43, a сат- 
penter from Villa Park: “I 
wanted to know what it felt 
like to be a piece of meat—to 
be exploited for my looks.” 


2. Dan Peterson, 36, a build- 
ing inspector from Lake 
Zurich: “My buddy and I 
dressed up as Norm and Steve 
and kissed for Halloween.” 


3. Semifinalist Steve Szybow- 
icz, 39, a sheet-metal worker 
from Melrose Park: "I entered 
for the $10,000-in-tools grand 
prize. With that, I could final 
have a workshop like Norm's. 


4. Craig Racette, 43, a car- 
penter from McHenry: “I was 
just going in for a couple of 
hand tools, and the guys at the 
hardware store dragged me 
over to the Norm cutout and 
made me enter at gunpoint.” 


5. Mike Straub, 38, a para- 
medic and former carpenter 
from Rock Falls: *Between tbe 
beard and tbe nose, Norm and 
1 could pass for twins.” 


PAST PROJECT UPDATE: SALEM 


This Old House watchers may remember the struggle Deborah and Kevin Guinee 
endured to get a carriageway approved for their Salem, Massachusetts, Federal house 
in 1995. The town’s historical commission never did give them the OK, so the Guinees 
used the money and space for another amenity: a family room. Ironically, Deborah 
(right) was recently appointed to the commission, replacing the member who mounted 
the strongest opposition to her driveway. But the Guinees are leaving well enough 
alone. “Now that we have a family room, I couldn't possibley give it up for a drive- 
way,” Deborah says. “I guess it all worked out in the end.” 


“HI GUYS, PM NORM.” “NO, I’M NORM.” 


A STORM OF NORMS “Hey, M Norm. NICE TO MEET YA!” So 
WENT THE CONVERSATION RECENTLY AT 
A CHICAGO RESTAURANT, WHERE A SEA OF PLAID-CLAD, BEARDED AND 
BESPECTACLED MEN VIED FOR AN INVITATION TO THE FIRST-EVER “NORM 
LOOK-ALIKE" CONTEST, WHERE THE FIRST PRIZE IS $10,000 IN PORTER 
CABLE TOOLS. THE WOULD-BE CLONES, ALL FROM ILLINOIS, TRIED TO ONE- 
UP EACH OTHER IN THEIR NORMNESS. “IT’S MY SMILE—IT’S JUST LIKE 
NORM!'S," SAID DAN PETERSON. “HE ALWAYS SEEMS HAPPY, AND I’M THE 
SAME WAY. MY MOTTO IS: WHAT'S TO BE UPSET ABOUT?" BRAD DYLHOFF, 
A CARPENTER, GOES BY *NORM" AT WORK. HE ARRIVED ONE DAY TO FIND 
THE NAME EMBLAZONED ON HIS HARD HAT AND HAS ANSWERED TO IT EVER 
SINCE. *PEOPLE ARE ALWAYS COMING UP TO ME, ASKING FOR ADVICE 
AND AUTOGRAPHS,” DYLHOFF SAID. “SOMETIMES | TELL THEM I’M NOT 
NORM, AND THEY DON'T BELIEVE ME." BUT IN THE END, IT WAS STEVE SZY- 
BOWICZ WHO TOOK THE FIRST ROUND. HE MET NORM SIX YEARS AGO AT 
A HARDWARE SHOW AND HAS SINCE PERFECTED THE LOOK. “МҮ MOTHER- 
IN-LAW CALLS EVERY WEEK AND SAYS, ‘I SAW YOU ON TV AGAIN,” Szy- 
BOWICZ SAID, “DO YOU THINK NORM NEEDS A STUNT DOUBLE?" LOOK FOR 
THE WINNER IN THE APRIL ISSUE 


OF THIS OLD HOUSE MAGAZINE. 


PHOTOS: TOP, CHERI EISENBERG; BOTTOM. KOLIN SMITH 


The day 


we found a monster 
in our mailroom 


asking us to repair a 


his happened in Tokyo, _ 
A Japanese mother _ 


— broken zipper. 
returned a kid's — We sent him a brand 
parka to us. And some- new Attache. 


He wrote back 
that not only was he 
delighted by the 
replacement —he 
even likes the new 
color better. 
Wherever Lands' 
End customers are, 


body in Shipping 
discovered a toy in 
the pocket — a goofy, 
4-inch monster. 
Well, figuring 
some little kid 
would miss it, he 
sent it back. 


The next thing we try to do right by 
you know, we them, just as we do 
received a post- here at home. 
card from a very Only here, we've 
grateful mother. been doing it for thirty 

Seems that goofy mon- years and more. 


ster was her kid's favorite toy. 
Mind you, we get cards and letters s : 

all the time at Lands’ End" - thanking us for БЕ... 

the little unexpected things wedo, = 8 


i nteed. Period: —— 

A lady in Germany wrote that she ordered For our tree catalog, ara 
a necktie for her son — who usually doesn't call:1-800-308-4554 25 
wear ties – asking us to send him instructions or mail to: 1 Lands’ End Lane, Dodgeville, WI 53595 
on how to tie it. Name 

Instead, one of our people tied one to show AIR 
him how. And sent it in a gift box, for extra Ай. 
measure. City State Zip 

And then, there's the English chap who sent рыш › Day/Night crt one 
back one of our Original Attaches – well worn = | Fax: 1-800-332-0103 www. landsend.com/catalogs/225 


FISHY TALES 


EVER SINCE THE THIS OLD HOUSE PROJECT ON NANTUCKET, STEVE HAS PROVIDED A REALITY CHECK 
ON NORN’S SELF-PROFESSED FISHING PROWESS. SO WHILE TOURING KEY WEST— WHERE THE Т.О. Н. 
WINTER PROJECT IS UNDER WAY AND WHERE THIS MARLIN WAS HANGING AT THE TOWN PIER—STEVE 
TOLD NORM THAT IF HE 
CLAIMED HE CAUGHT THE 
TROPHY HIMSELF, HE’D 
HAVE TO EAT IT FOR DIN- 
NER. BETTER BRING A 
RECIPROCATING SAW— 


THE FISH IS FIBERGLASS, 


In Key West, where real estate is dear, home owner and architect Michael 
Miller plans to sacrifice one side of the back veranda, left, and turn it into 
a state-of-the-art kitchen. The front porch of bis conch captain's house, right, 
will remain intact, although the palm trees may wind up in another location. 


PHOTOS: TOP, ANDREW KAUFMAN; BOTTOM (2), BRIAN SMITH 


If you'd like to know more about our founder, and his Tennessee Whiskey, drop us a line. 


THIS OLD SAFE didn't fall on Jack Daniel, but ít may as well have. 


One morning їп 1905, the safe wouldn't cooperate with its owner 
(he thought he knew the combination well). Mr. Jack lost his 
temper and kicked it hard enough to break his big toe. Infection 
took a lot of people in those days, and a few years later, it took 
Jack Newton Daniel. Faithful co hís ways, we've never altered 
the whiskey that bears his name. Nor, we'll admit, ever found 
reason to mess with that old safe. 


КҮШТҮ 
SMOOTH 'SIPPIN' REDI 
TENNESSEE МИ ЕТУК Е У | Золом 


WHISKEY | 


Your friends at Jack Daniel's remind you to drink responsibly 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessee 37352 e www.jackdaniels.com 
Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 


THIS OLD HOUSE 
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Scout опе 
candidate for 
next project: 
a clapboard 
row house, 
right, in 
Boston's 
North End 


Norm gives 
Steve free run 
of the work- 
shop while 
Tom takes a 
day off— 
April Fools’! 


ILLUSTRATION: TOP. FROM "COAST TO COAST"1991, PUBLISHED BY ABBEVILLE: 
PHOTOS: LEFT, ANDREW KAUFMAN; CENTER AND BOTTOM, JOE YUTKINS. 
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IN CASE OF DISCOMFORT 
BREAK GLASS 


1 fiti 


Mercury Grand Marquis. Imagine yourself in a Mercury ir 


spacious interior • PrecisionTrac™ suspension system * All-Speed Traction Control* 
* 5-star government crash test rating** * 800 446-8888 * www.mercuryvehicles.com 


ASK NORM 


“Insulating a ceiling with fiberglass or cellulose will do little to block out noises 


overhead, Polyicynene, an expanding foam, is a more effective sound barrier.” 


WIDE-PLANK FLOORBOARDS 


I have a 1790 Cape Cod house in the middle of cranberry 
country, and I need to do some repairs to the joists. What's 
the best way to remove the old wide-plank floorboards so 
I can reinstall them later? What tool can I use that will pull 
out the nails, with the least amount of damage? 

F. SCOTT SEITZ, Carver, Mass. 


A hammer, either a nail set or a punch and some pry bars 
are what you need for this finicky work. To get the first board 
up, just drive the nails all the way through. That will give 
you access to the ends of other boards, which you can pry 
up gently and carefully, bit by bit. Prying from the ends is 
harder work than prying along the sides, but you're less likely 
to split the boards. Be prepared for some breakage, though. 
I can't think of a single such job where we baven't damaged 
at least a few planks. Invariably, we run out of not only luck 
but also patience as lower-back pain begins to set in. Some- 
times damaged boards can be glued or saved by trimming 
off broken edges. Still, if you rip up floors in four rooms, 
you'll be lucky to have enough usable boards for three. If the 
job involves just one room, you'll undoubtedly come up short. 
You might take some boards from closets. Or you can try 
staining new or salvaged wood, but you'll never get a per- 
fect match. The trick is to put the replacement boards in spots 
where they can be hidden by furniture and go unnoticed. 


MISMATCHED COUNTERTOP 


I want to build an oak-and- 

ceramic-tile countertop with sec- 

tions of tile separated by 1-inch 

oak strips and use cement board 
as a base. Any suggestions? 

WALTER M. LEKWART, 

Washington, Pa. 


Such a countertop would be notb- 
ing but trouble. It's one thing to 
put an oak edge on a countertop 
but sometbing else to use dissim- 
ilar materials on the same work 
surface. Tbe wood could expand 
enougb to pop tbe grout—or even 
the tiles—and absorb moisture. 
Also, dirt and moisture would get 
trapped in the seams. 


BOTHERSOME NOISES 


The situation we want to talk about is noise. Our house is 
just three years old but, when we're in the basement, we can 
hear every little sound made upstairs. There is no insula- 
tion between the joists, and the basement ceiling is finished 
with drywall. Would insulation help? 

NANCY AND GRANT COGGAN, Washington, D.C. 


We're doing a major rehab on a turn-of-the-century house 
whose previous owner told us there were old pine floors 
beneath his carpet and linoleum. We'd like to restore these 
floors but are concerned about noise. Do sound-absorbing 
ceiling tiles really work? If so, could we cover them with dry- 
wall without sacrificing their sound absorption? 

LESLIE GARDINER, Baltimore 


Trying to contain or muffle noise is never easy. Insulating a 
ceiling with fiberglass or cellulose will do little to block out 
footsteps or other noises overhead. Polyicynene, an expand- 
ing foam, is a much more effective sound barrier but is expen- 
sive and has to be installed by experienced workmen. Acoustic 
tiles will cut down on echoes within a room. But they won't 
go with Victorian decor, which is why you want to cover 
them up. The sticking point is that a layer of drywall will 
render the tiles useless, and the echoes will be back. You can 
reduce the noise level somewhat by putting down lots of scat- 
ter rugs. Then again, you may discover that the tap tap tap 
of footsteps on an old pine floor 
is not so bad after all. The sounds 
of life are part of the charm of 
a house. It’s unrealistic and, in 
my view, undesirable to create an 
atmosphere of tomblike silence. 


PLUG UGLY 


Blowing in insulation left holes 
in our aluminum siding. The 
plastic plugs the contractor pro- 
vided are unattractive, and we'd 
like to do away with them when 
we paint the house. What do you 
suggest? 
ROBERT J. FANKHAUSER, 
Perrysville, Obio 


Pm sorry to say I have no answer 
for you. If ill make you feel any 


PHOTO: KOLIN SMITH. 


PHOTO: KOLIN SMITH. 


SIMPLE MATH 


better: Your letter will warn other readers considering a 
blow-in job. The drill-and-plug method is one I don't like. 
It's easy to pop off aluminum and vinyl siding and pop 
it back later, leaving no scars 
bebind, and there's no good reason 
not to do the job that way. 


I'm going to replace the roof on a 
small garage. Is there a way to fig- 
ure out how many shingles ГІІ need? 
LAWRENCE SMITH, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


Roofing materials are sold by the 
square, a unit that’s equivalent to 
100 square feet. All you do is mea- 
sure your roof and divide its square 
footage by 100. Then add a little for 
waste. For a straightforward gable 
roof with no valleys, the wastage 
factor would total about 10 percent. 


SLOPPY GLUE 


I have watched you apply glue to 
wood—with reckless abandon—and then wipe up the excess 
with a damp sponge. And you always get great results. Not 
me. I usually end up with a mess. I don’t know what I’m 
doing wrong. Please help. 

PAUL J. KINGCAID, Fountain Hill, Pa. 


Me reckless? You should see This Old House contractor Tom 
Silva. He uses his fingers. But here are my secrets for work- 
ing with glue. I try to sponge up as much glue as possible 
without rubbing it into the grain. Once in the grain, glue 
is hard to get out and, because it fills the pores of the wood, 
makes for uneven staining. Or I just let the glue dry and sand 
it off later to remove any residue. Of course, you can finesse 
the job by staining first and then gluing, but that doesn’t 
allow you to do any finish sanding afterward. 


BUDGET WOES 


Can you tell me how to put an addition on my home, with- 
out going over budget? We're six in our family, and we're cur- 
rently cramped for space in our three-bedroom ranch. I have 
borrowed as much as I could, but I still don't have enough 
for the simple addition that an architect designed for me. 
ROBBIE PENNA, Iselin, N.J. 


If the financing can't be expanded, either the renovation 
design bas to change or your choice of materials—including 
finishes, carpeting and the like—has to be reassessed. There's 
no magic that can get around that reality. It's why the words 
“cold” and “hard” are seldom far away from “cash.” Once 
you've settled on a plan you can afford, staying on budget 


entails two things. One is to hire a reliable contractor who 
will work for a fixed contract price. The other is to avoid 
making changes once the work has begun. Nothing wrecks 
budgets faster than sentences beginning: 
“While we're at it, why don't ше... .” 


DRY SHEATHING 


I've heard that cedar shingles for roofs 
should always be installed over skip 
sheathing. But then why is siding fas- 
tened directly to solid sheathing? 
JOHN STEPHEN CAREY, Melbourne, Fla. 


The reason is simple: After prolonged 
rain, cedar roof shingles will be 
soaked all the way through. If the 
shingles are nailed to solid sheathing, 
they will dry unevenly and curl at the 
edges because no air flows underneath 
them. The solution is to nail the 
shingles to skip sheathing, narrow 
wooden strips laid across the rafters, 
with spaces between each board. 


WINDOW SASH 


We need your advice about how we can repair the double- 
hung windows on our 1935 house in Tennessee. The ropes 
on the sash weights have all broken and need to be replaced. 

Ray AND RHONDA Compton, Coral Gables, Fla. 


The steps are simple. Remove the side stops, the lower sash, 
the two parting beads (which hold the sash in place) and 
then the upper sash. Next, open the sash pockets at the bot- 
tom of the frame, reeve new cord or chain over the pulleys 
and attach it to the weights. Put everything back in reverse 
order. Then proceed, triumphantly, to the next window. 


LAMINATED FLOOR 


My grandmother is remodeling her kitchen and wants a lam- 
inated floor. Personally, I think she will be better off if she 
uses solid wood. What do you think? 

Curis GRINCH, Bellefontaine, Ohio 


There’s nothing wrong with laminated floors. They can't be 
refinished as often as solid wood, but how much wear and 
tear is your grandmother likely to cause? Just be sure that 
the floor she installs in her kitchen has a moisture-cured ure- 
thane finish or is prefinished with a high-tech acrylic, which 
can stand up to all the normal kitchen spills. 


ASBESTOS COVER-UP 


I have asbestos shingles on my vacation house on the Jer- 
sey Shore. They’re in good shape but require constant repaint- 
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ASK NORM 


ing, so Га like to cover them with vinyl siding. Is that possible 
and, if so, how do I go about it? 
JONATHAN M. Boston, Philadelphia 


Tom and I are of two minds on this. Рт for taking the shingles 
off in order to take care of potential underlying problems such 
as rot and insect infestation. Unfortunately, the process can 
be expensive because you'd have to hire a licensed abatement 
contractor trained in the removal and disposal of hazardous 
materials. Tom, on the other band, says you can bang vinyl 
siding over asbestos shingles with a roofer's nail gun that bas 
a special setting so the nails aren't driven home. That allows 
the vinyl to float (expand and contract freely) in response 
to temperature changes. You'd still need to check to see if there 
is a long-forgotten original layer of siding under tbe asbestos. 
If so, the asbestos shingles must be removed. Also, be fore- 
warned tbat vinyl siding added on top of shingles will project 
forward and make windows, doors and eaves look recessed. 


COLD COMFORT 


VENERABLE WOOD 
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Ihave three salvaged double-glazed double-hung windows with 
12 lights above and 12 below. The outside panes are fastened 
with glazier’s points and putty while those on the inside are 
held in place with thin strips of wood nailed to the muntins. 
How can I keep condensation from accumulating between the 
panes? Up here in Vermont's North- 
east Kingdom, that would block my 
view for much of the year—and con- 
tribute to deterioration of the sash. 

DAVID FERCH, Groton, Vt. 


You’re battling nature bere, and 
you're going to lose. You'll never be 
able to seal the space between the 
exterior and interior panes thor- 
oughly, so moisture will always be 
a problem. One partial solution is 
to install new window sash with 
insulated glass. But high humid- 
ity levels in the house could still 
cause condensation buildup on the 
inside of the windows. 


I've just purchased my first house. It’s 
in the Victorian style, built in 1905. 
The hardwood floors still have a pretty good finish on them, but 
they have quite a few separations between the boards. Is there 
anything I can do about that, without pulling up the old wood 
or covering it with new? Also, the high-ceilinged rooms have 
crown moldings that appear to be in good condition but have 
been covered with layers of paint over the years. I'd like to strip 


them down to bare wood. Is it possible to remove the moldings, 
or should I strip them in place? 
CAROL DOUGLAS, Yale, Mich. 


Your floors have been expanding and contracting for 94 years 
and will continue to do so. Tbat's the nature of wood floors, 
so don’t worry about them. As for the crown moldings, it’s 
hard enough putting them up, let alone take them down, and 
you might in the process damage them and the walls. You'd 
be better off stripping the moldings in place. Check at your 
home center to make sure you get an environmentally friendly 
stripper, and then prepare yourself for a long, miserable job. 


HILLSIDE CABIN 


Our 10-year-old cabin is built into the side of a hill. The base- 
ment is buried on three sides, which are cement block, but you 
can walk out the front, which has siding and sliding glass doors. 
I smell mold, but my husband doesn't. I think we need more air 
circulation. He says we should just keep the basement warm, 
summer and winter. What do you suggest? 


Jupy A. MATTHIAS, Bloomington, Minn. 


Whether or not you have mold now, warmth isn’t the solu- 
tion. If you've got moisture, warmth won't get rid of it and 
may only foster mold growth. The key is plenty of air circu- 
lation to keep the humidity down. If 
the cabin is closed all winter and 
shaded, you're going to have some 
mildew. If only one of you smells it and 
the other doesn't, maybe all you have 
is “summer-place smell,” that tradi- 
tional fustiness that most of us asso- 
ciate with such cabins. 


FLOOR BEDDING 
I'm building a house with subflooring 
of tongue-and-groove plywood. It’s 
mostly 1 ! inches thick, but there are 
slight differences in thickness—not 
much, but too great to sand out. I need 
a good self-leveling bedding material 
that will allow me to lay vinyl tile and 
carpeting. Do you know of anything 
that would provide a suitable base? 
THOMAS W, ALSOBROOK, Wellston, Okla. 


If the differences in thickness are truly slight, don’t worry 
where you're laying carpet. Any good padding should serve 
as a sufficient base. As for the other areas, I don’t know of 
any product that is truly self-leveling. Most vinyl-floor 
installers simply trowel out the bedding material, then mas- 
sage and smooth it to feather those edges. 


Send questions to Ask Norm, This Old House magazine, 1185 Avenue of the Americas, 27th floor, New York, NY 10036. 
Include a complete address and daytime phone number. Letters may be edited for clarity and brevity. 
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Age Deepens 
The Character. 


руу / 
Reveals It. 


Nothing compares to the 


[^ p 


warm, rich look of wood 
furniture that only comes 


with age. But often, it's 


hidden by a dark, worn finish. 
To uncover that natural beauty, rely on 


Formby's” quality refinishing products 


From foolproof finish removers to protective 
tung oil, our time-honored formulas have 
all you need for an 
exquisite hand-rubbed 


ORMR 
Рў look. Trust Formby's, 


| ga | because restoring wood 


is a beautiful tradition 


Uncover Wood's Natural Charm” \\ 4 


Furniture | 
|. Refinisher | 


9 Formby's is a registered trademark 
CO Formby's 1998 


@Purelouch. 


The Filtering Faucet System 


THE PROHIBITION 


OF TAP WATER 


IS OFFICIALLY OVER. 


With PureTouch you can finally 


drink water straight from your 


kitchen tap again. This unique faucet 
has a filter built right inside. So it not only reduces the 
amount of chlorine, lead and cysts in your water, but also 
makes it taste great. What's more, an accurate indicator 
always lets you know when it's time to change the filter. 
Plus, its pull-out spout makes kitchen clean-up easy. 
PureTouch. It’s clearly the ultimate source for cleaner, 
better-tasting water. Call 1-800-289-6636 or visit 


www.pure-touch.com. 


‘©1908 Moen incorporated. Moen Incorporated « a Fortune Brams Company (NYSE РО) 


EXCLUSIVELY FROM 


QIMOEN 


BUY IT FOR LOOKS. BUY IT FOR LIFE® 
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HOUSE CALLS WITH STEVE 


Building better kitchens and baths 


y interest in cooking stems from my interest in eating. As the oldest of six kids, I learned at an 
xperiment was a stupendous Dagwood 


early age to fend for myself in the kitchen. My first significant culinary 
sandwich utilizing all the food groups. I was 10 years old, home alone, and the result- 
ing bellyache taught me about the compatibility of various ingredients. In later years, 
I turned to the masters—Julia Child, Marcella Hazan, 
James Beard—and to the cuisines of the world. 

Cooking pleases me, but so does enjoying the fruit of 
my labor. Maybe that’s why the way the space functions 
interests me more than the way it looks. So, when the 
Rhode Island School of Design invited me to Providence 
to test-drive a rule-breaking *universal kitchen," I couldn't say no. 

For my test dish, I chose one of my family's favorites, fish soup. Although simple, 
it creates something of a mess because of all the prep: cleaning the fish, making stock, 


BY STEVE THOMAS 


Got a problematic kitchen or bath? Tell This Old House host Steve Thomas. He'll visit a reader's house in every issue to help work out a 
renovation plan. Write to House Calls With Steve, This Old House magazine, 1185 Avenue of the Americas, 27th floor, New York, NY 10036. 
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HOUSE CALLSWITH STEVE 


chopping and sautéing 24 ingre- 
dients and finally making a potent 
garlic and pimiento paste that 
pulls all the other flavors together. 
The only hitch was that the 
kitchen was a prototype, a mock- 
up built to illustrate design con- 
cepts created after five years of 
research by RISD interior archi- 
tect Jane Langmuir and a team of 
architects, appliance and materials 
manufacturers, industrial design- 
ers and students. As a prototype, 
the kitchen had no running water 
or functioning stoves, so we relied 
on Providence chef and author 
Nancy Barr to do much of the 
actual cooking on portable burn- 
ers set up at a side table. 
Langmuir gave me step-by-step 


instructions on using this new While project head Jane Langmuir dries bread for croutons in 
design as we did the preparation. the above-counter oven, Steve commandeers the rolling cart to 


The first thing I did was to put 
away the contents of my shopping 


refrigerator, range and dishwasher. 
Instead, two cabinet-sized refrig- 
erators flanking a “snack center” were intended to hold soft 
drinks, milk, wine and so on, with chiller and freezer draw- 
ers for veggies and frozen goods below. The above-counter 
oven surrounded by built-in storage for cake pans, cookie 
sheets and cookbooks occupied a dedicated baking area. 

Once we'd stocked the shelves, Langmuir pointed me and 
the fish toward the kitchen's centerpiece, a 4-by-9-foot island 
comprising sink, work surface, cutting board, cooktop, pasta 
cooker, steamer and three small pop-up dishwashers. The 
appliances, of course, were mock-ups. What did work, 
though, was a feature | think is the most important inno- 
vation of the project, a motorized height adjustment that 
raised or lowered the whole island. I discovered immedi- 
ately that the 36-inch standard countertop height is too low 
for me; 38 is perfect. It's not hard to envision preset con- 
trols such as one finds on the driver's seat of some cars: Press 
your button, and the counter rises or lowers to your pre- 
ferred elevation. A sturdy rolling cart, which provided extra 
counter space, had a crank to raise and lower the top. All 
the counters were solid surfacing polished smooth, with a 
lip rimming the edge to contain spills and with no sharp 
angles to collect spooge. This edge treatment makes every- 
thing a dream to sponge up afterward. 

As I went through the motions of cleaning the fish and 
chopping the tomatoes and onions, I did find the work 
space limited. But Langmuir pointed out that one of the 
kitchen's design concepts was to eliminate wasted space 
and motion. Thus the counter (continued on page 38) 
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cbop pimientos and basil for tbe bouillabaisse. If be makes a 
mess, be can sweep it right into the bin that opens drawer- 
F like on one side of the cart. The cart’s other side Баз a kneehole 
bags, and I noticed right off the to accommodate a cook sitting in a cha 
lack of massive centralized appli- ing, so be cranks up the adjustable surface—which has a range 
ances—in most kitchens, the of 28 to 40 inches in height—to 38. Standard counters are 
36 inches high, designed with a 5-foot 6-inch woman in mind. 


No more wrestling with the 
crisper at the bottom of the 
fridge. A modular refrigera- 
tor compartment keeps 
Steve's fruit and vegetables in 
the “comfort zone” between 
knee and eye level, reducing 
the amount of stooping and 
reaching that cooking usually 
entails. (According to a RISD 
study, preparing even a 
simple meal involves about 
400 steps in a conventional 
kitchen, whose basic design 
hasn’t changed much in the 
past half century.) Most of 
RISD's innovations aren't yet 
produced commercially, but 
modular refrigerators and 
freezers are already. 


Steve works stand- 


Why are these folks smiling? Because filling huge pots and pans with water just 
got a whole lot easier, thanks to the work island's bar-type spray nozzles. Each 
nozzle comes with buttons for bot and cold water, so Steve doesn’t have to 
maneuver that unwieldy stockpot under a faucet, then cart the heavy pot from 
sink to cooktop. Langmuir watches as he drops a cod head and frame into 
the water. If he were making spaghetti instead of soup, be wouldn't even 
need a pot. The island also comes with an in-counter pasta cooker. 


But Jeep Cherokee Sport is not only famous for falls within your range, you'll find the rugged Jeep 
legendary capability, its also renowned for outstanding Cher equal to the task. For more information about 
value. Especially when you consider that it comes with Cherokee, reach us at www.jeep.com or 1-800-925-]E 
great features like air conditioning, power windows and 


locks, and Remote Keyless Entry, all at no extra charg Jeep 


So whether the challenge is the treacherous terrain 


of the Himalayan mountain range or simply a price that NLY ONE 


HOUSE CALLSWITH STEVE 


New and Improved 
Your kitchen doesn’t have this layout, In 10 years, it might. 


(continued from page 34) and sink were intentionally narrow and 
easily reached without stooping or by someone in a wheelchair. 
The dishwashers were envisioned to be small, efficient and quiet, 
intended for more or less continuous use, in place of a wash- 
up sink. As the batterie de cuisine get dirty, they go right into a 
dishwasher. With three machines, one can be running while the 
others wait to be filled. The more I tinkered with this setup, 
the more I liked it. 

The island was loaded with 
ideas. There were pull-out vents 
right over the smoking or steam- 
ing pans, sealed touch-button 
panels to operate dishwashers, 
an infrared sensor to activate the 
sink's washing jets and touch 
buttons on the sprayer to turn it 
on and off and adjust the tem- 
perature. While the idea of | 
touch buttons for the plumbing DU 
violates my credo of KISS (Keep 
It Simple, Stupid), the project as a whole is meant to stimulate our 
imagination and challenge our preconceived notion of *kitchen." 

Does the mock-up have any bearing on a kitchen Га build or 
renovate now? You bet. I’d motorize my main work island to 
accommodate people of different heights. While this would take 


| А key design concept | 
for this kitchen was to 
eliminate wasted space 

and motion. 


some engineering, it could be done with off-the-shelf parts from 
any industrial catalog. Га also avoid any extremely high or low 
cabinets, reserving space for a walk-in pantry to store canned 
and dry goods, serving platters, lobster steamers and that espresso 
maker I swore Га use but never do. Finally, I'd decentralize the 
appliances. Refrigerators similar to the project’s “deconstructed” 
ones (separate chiller and freezer drawers and cabinet units that 
can be placed throughout the 
kitchen) are already sold right 
off the showroom floor, Sim- 
ilarly, separate hobs, steam- 
ers, deep fryers, woks and 
warmers for bread and plates 
are commercially available, 
as are—of course—cooktops 
and ovens. And Га take a 
close look at the drawer 
A dishwashers now being 
imported from New Zealand. 
The prototype I test- 
drove, formally called the Rhode Island School of Design Uni- 
versal Kitchen Project, is on display at the Smithsonian 
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum in New York City 
through March 21. If you're planning a kitchen project, my advice 
is to grab your sketchbook, and pay a visit. Bon appétit. @ 


ILLUSTRATION: ERIC HANSON 


Why is our company tagline a question? 


In part, it is meant to be an invitation to you. 


In part, it's a question because we really 
need to know. We don't have all the answers. - 
We make software and we watch you use - " у y 
it. And we' ve noticed you tend to do some 


never would’ ve Moz hea. We do a lot # 
our best work trying to keep up with your 
imagination. 


So, for us, this isn’t just a slogan; it’s an 
honest question, and how you answer makes 
all the difference. So we'll ask it again: 
Where do you want to go today?" 


Saving the Ranch 


A new kitchen is the key o the (makeover of a 
1950s suburban classic | 


hile Laurie Leitner loved the privacy 
of her white-pine-filled yard in northern New Jersey, her house 
enthralled her considerably less: The brick-faced raised ranch had 
been built in the 1950s, and although roomy—with five bedrooms 
and three bathrooms—it lacked a certain flair. “Make that total flair,” 
says Leitner. The gray metal cabinets in the kitchen *looked like they 
belonged in a diner," and the pastel green, blue and gray tiling in the 
three bathrooms was downright anemic. But it wasn't just a prob- 
lem with decor. Leitner and her husband have three children between 
the ages of 5 and 13 and craved such 1990s amenities as a family 
room, an eat-in kitchen, and a master bedroom suite with a bathtub 
rather than just a shower. *When we bought the place five years ago, 
we knew some day we would have a lot of work to do," she says. 
Just how much, she could never have 
imagined. Sitting down with an archi- 
EA кил ЕТ tect last spring, Leitner mentioned that 
she wanted “something prettier” in a 
house, while her husband wanted to 
make sure whatever they did was “not 
too flashy.” For his part, the architect, Bill Kaufman of Wesketch 
Architecture in Liberty Corner, New Jersey, wanted to make sure 
the renovated house would blend in with the neighborhood. “Just 
to build a two-story bomb on top of everything would have over- 
whelmed the street,” he says. After eight months of work, the result- 
ing house looks lavishly different. It contains a 
remarkably changed floor plan downstairs and 
an all new upstairs and has grown from 3,200 to 
about 5,000 square feet. But it still nestles com- 
fortably on top of the original house’s founda- 
tion—and even retains much of the landscaping. 
Radical as it is, the project didn’t begin as a 
whole-house makeover. The couple set out to sim- 
ply spruce up the kitchen and add a family room. 
But, because the backyard sloped up a steep hill, “we 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOHN BLAIS 
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A EREA OBIIT К ТОК ТАМ БААРИК ЛИШ RE: 


| are, ‘While you're at it..." 
| Before you know it, a 
| simple kitchen turns | 


| 
| 
| 


Tuscan—and used 
them liberally both 


rooms upstairs and 
three downstairs; 


[ЖАГ GREEK то THEM couldn’t just put on an addition with a master suite above and be done,” 
Р ya : says Leitner. That would have destroyed the parklike setting, the very 
To add a touch of elegance to the Leitner house, architect thing they liked most about the place. 
Bill Kaufman leaned on an ancient Greek tradition by Instead, they re-configured the house from TOM SILVA SAYS: | 
adding classical columns. He chose the simplest design—a the inside. In the original floor plan, there | "The four most expen- | 
variation known as were two tiny bed- | sive words in renovation | 
| 
| 


inside and out. A pair finding space for a into a 1,000-square-foot | 
of columns fashioned family room meant addition with all new | 
out of redwood frame moving the master bathrooms, new plumb- 


ing and new heating. | 
Just be prepared for it: 
It happens all the time." 


the house's mahogany 
front door, where they 
both support a portico 
and conceal a leader 
draining from the gut- 
ter above. Another pair 
made of ponderosa 
pine stand in the din- 


bedroom up. *Which 
was fine, except I 
have three children 
and you can't have 


| 
| 
| 


one down and two up,” says Leitner. “We 
thought about taking over the upstairs our 
selves, except then you'd have three kids on 
the first floor basically running the house— 


ing room, where they and we didn’t like that.” Like a domino chain, 
mark a passage to the the renovation spread from room to room. 
living room and “define | The family room and a new entrance hall 
the table area as sepa- | ended up replacing two of the bedrooms, and 
rate from the main walk,” says Kaufman. In the new two more were added upstairs. Along the way, every detail in the 
kitchen-family room combination (top photo), Kaufman | house—from windows to floorboards—changed. Says Leitner, “Once 
bumped out the back wall by 12 feet and added a lami- | we started fixing some things, we decided to fix everything.” 
nated beam supported by steel columns for strength. In redesigning the house, Kaufman made only minor changes to the 
These industrial-looking original brick facade on the front and sides but replaced the wide cedar 
pillars were then shingles on the back with clapboard as well as shingles cut into a wavy 
sheathed with Tuscan pattern on the gables, The house originally 
columns that arrived pre- | had a slate roof—unusual in a raised The core of the new 
cut. All carpenter Chris ranch—but it could not be salvaged during Kitchen fits neatly into the 
Potocek of Hunterdon construction, and the cost of replacing it 466 occupied by the old 
one. But tbe room is now 
Builders had to do was was too high. *Somebody mentioned open to an adjacent family 


glue them together and $ 
hammer in 2'2-inch-long 
finishing nails with a | 
pneumatic gun, “The 
columns are there to hold 
up the house, but they 
also create a little bit of a 
definition between the 
family room and the 
kitchen,” says Kaufman. 
Columns for the over- 
hanging back porch 
required more Samson- 
esque measures (bottom 
photo). A jack had to be inserted to hold up the roof while 
a temporary support was removed. Then, the column, 
which was intentionally ordered a little bit longer, had to 
be cut to the exact length before Potocek inserted and 
caulked it into place, “You get one chance to cut it right,” 
Says project manager Al Stewart. “If it’s too short, you've 
blown the whole thing.” And at $1,000 per column, that’s 
one mistake sure to stir the wrath of Zeus. 


,000," says Leitner, who with her hus- room and breakfast area. 
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rm of an Obje 


SI ME le 


wavs Make it Beautiful.” 


Joe 


The rear of the house shows a dramatic 
change. Aside from a shared foundation and 
some interior framing, there’s barely a whis- 
per of the original house, above, in the new 
one, right. Doors from the patio (middle of 
photo, right) lead into the breakfast area. 


band opted instead for asphalt shingles with a slate look. “We're 
not crazy about them, but we sure didn’t want to spend that much 
money on a roof." Kaufman gave the whole roof a fancier look by 
using copper flashing, and even coined the term Brick Shingle Style 
for the house's design. “It’s traditional but a lot of fun,” he says. 

As in all renovations, some surprise discoveries nearly tripped up 
the grand design once the work began. While excavating for a wine 
cellar that was to lie beneath the new front steps, contractor Paul 
Cucco of Hunterdon Builders of Whitehouse, New Jersey, discov- 
ered a 5-foot-thick plug of concrete that had been dumped during 
the original construction. “We spent a couple of days jackham- 
mering that out," he says. But an even larger problem lurked else 
where: Kaufman had conceived a spectacular roof that rose up in 
a shallow pyramid above the twin gables in the front of the house. 


Expanding a Ranch 


ДУДИ Л NDS 


During the framing of the second floor, Cucco discovered that the 
rear wall of the house was 8 inches longer than the front—throwing 
the whole house off square. “Somebody added an extra cinder block 
back in the '50s," he says. That could have made the roof unwork- 
able if Cucco hadn't come up with the idea of concealing the prob- 
lem by building a brick column at one corner of the house, At 8 inches 
wide, it erased the problem, and looks as if it belongs. “That liter- 
ally saved the roof," says Kaufman with a breath of relief. 

As the renovation proceeded, the Leitners became pragmatic 
about just how much of the old house could be salvaged. Oak 
floorboards they had planned to save in the living room and 
dining room got rained on and had to be ripped up. Much of 
the framing on the first floor also needed replacing. In terms of 
cost, says Kaufman, there may have been some savings in the 


The original plan of the house's first floor, below, contained a few flaws— 


namely, no family room, no eat-in kitchen, and an entry all but invisible from 


the street. By shifting the entry to a central location, right, and moving the bed- 


rooms upstairs, architect Bill Kaufman reordered the traffic flow: Formal dining 
room, living room and den are grouped at one side of the house; kitchen, fam- 
ily room and the guest room—which is actually used as a computer room by mmm" 
the children—at the other. "What this house needed—in addition to some extra 


space—was a clear sense of direction," says Kaufman. 
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BEFORE PHOTO AND FLOOR PLAN COURTESY OF WESKETCH ARCHITECTS. 


ABOUT THE ONLY THING 
IT CAN’T DO IS GRILL. 


The Craftsman Project Center is built to go where the job takes you. Like 
your driveway, for instance. With its galvanized steel work surface, five 
tool drawers and locking five-inch wheels, it's everything you need. To get 


a closer look, £o to www.sears.com/craftsman. You'll find it can handle 


everything but lunch. Of course, it | CRRFTSMRN | 


does have a place to hold a drink. MAKES ANYTHING POSSIBLE' 


costs. The easiest way to do this is 


save everyone a lot of headaches.” 


masonry but, in the overall scheme of things, it was “probably a 
wash” compared with building a new house. 

As with many whole-house renovations, an entire team of design 
professionals—in addition to the architect—became necessary. The 
Leitners turned to interior designer Frank DelleDonne of Sum- 
mit to take charge of the house’s 
finishes, materials and furnish- 
ings, and hired Joan Picone of 
European Country Kitchens in 
Far Hills to design the kitchen. 
Designers can be pricey. Some- 
one like DelleDonne charges 
between $10,000 and $30,000 
to pick out bathroom tiles and 
wall colors and shop for furni- 
ture for a house this size. For her part, Picone charges a lawyerly 
$175 an hour to plan a kitchen. *We spare home owners a lot 
of headaches," says DelleDonne. Leitner calls the two indispens- 
able. “Without them," she says, “I would have gone mad.” 

Besides planning how each room will look, DelleDonne made 


TOM SILVA SAYS: 


"Home owners can avoid nasty 
surprises by keeping on top of 


to insist on weekly updates on 
expenses from the builder. It'll 
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Venting a kitchen stove is an 
essential—but often noisy— 
proposition. To cut down on 
the jet-enginelike sounds ema- 
nating from the Leitners’ 
kitchen, the builders installed 
the fan in the attic, rather than 
attaching it to the vent hood 
itself. “It’s even more power- 
ful than the typical vent,” says 
construction supervisor Al 
Stewart. “And when you turn 
it on, you don’t bear a thing.” 


sure that the look carries over from room to room. This subtle 
uniformity can be seen in the pale white travertine marble on 
the Leitners’ kitchen floor and the limestone of a similar color 
in the lavatory, as well as the antique-white glazed terra-cotta tiling 
in the downstairs guest bathroom. “The goal is to have the inte- 
rior design of the house act as a subtle reflection of the exterior 
architecture,” says DelleDonne. “That’s a task home owners in 
the middle of a whole-house renovation just can’t achieve alone.” 

After eight long months of living in a rented house with many 
of their possessions in boxes, Leitner and her family revel in their 
new surroundings. While Leitner takes charge of the marble-tiled 
kitchen, her children tune into the media center in the adjacent 
family room. She and her husband love the privacy of their 
upstairs master suite, and their 13-year-old daughter even has 
a mahogany-trimmed balcony projecting from her room “so she 
can feel like Juliet.” 

“It’s perfect,” says Leitner, and all new—except for the white- 
painted mantelpiece in the living room, the only interior detail 
that survived the makeover. “I always liked it,” says Leitner, And 
now, it reminds her of a house’s remarkable journey. @ 


It was a dark and stormy night. 


roof windows and skylights 
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For your free brochure call , 1-800-283-2831. wwwMVELUX.com 
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The Sustman Family 
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Сорау garage door: 


So beautiful, durable, and reliable, 
; 1 
youll want one [or your home, too. 


Peter and Grace Grap 


Zebulon, North Carolina Boathouse 


all across America are discov ering w hat a difference the quality and style of a С \орау garage door can 
omes. The next time you have a minute, call 1-800-2CLOPAY (1-800-225-6729) for a free brochure. 


Or visit our website at www.clopaydoor.com. Because there's a Clopay garage door with your name on it, too. 


Homeowner 


make on their 


America's Favorite Garage Doors" 


Clopay in a brand of Clopay Building Products Company. Inc. А Griffon Comp. 


Brick goes Perfectly” 
with a garden's 
ery. For the walls ands r 
paths of this peaceful 
outdoor retreat in 
Birmingham, Ala. 
bama, lands€ap 
architect Nimrod _ 
Long used a machine 


made wood-molded — с ау” Л) DE. sty 
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BY JACK McCLINTOCK 


"m standing on a brick—a rough, pinkish-tan rectangle 
of baked clay with a chip off one side and a chunk of mortar stuck to the end. This is a common brick— 
larger, softer and rougher than the tough-skinned face brick used on building facades—and it’s surrounded 
by hundreds more that make up my patio here in Miami. These brick (brick folk never say “bricks”) were made 
long ago somewhere in the Midwest, possibly near Chicago, where my brick man got them. Probably stood as 
part of a factory wall, he said. Now they’re lying down, retired under the palm trees in a Florida backyard, 
When I decided to extend my outdoor leisure area into a lush but too-often-muddy dead zone out back, brick was 
the only material that really made sense. I already have a wooden deck. Concrete doesn’t drain through, and why pave 
paradise? Flagstone or bluestone, common for Northern patios, looks dumb in south Florida. Keystone, a native rock cut 
from ancient coral reefs, would have looked grand, but I couldn’t justify spending $6 a square foot for the material alone, That 
left brick, which—to my eye at least—has an earthy naturalness that beautifully complements green plants and bright flowers. 
And brick is relatively affordable: In all, 1 paid just over $2,000 for my 700-square-foot patio. I went with salvaged brick even though 
they cost a bit more than new. I think used brick have a gentle, antique warmth often lacking in their more pristine cousins. 
Three hard-working Guatemalans laid my kidney-shaped patio in two days. First, they dug out 8 inches of topsoil and replaced 
it with 8 inches of sifted builder's sand, scraped with enough pitch—roughly an inch over 10 feet—to drain water away from the house. 
Then, with a gas-powered tamper, the three of them wet the sand and pounded it into a firm base. After they wheelbarrowed a ton 


ate 


PHOTOGRAPH BY RICK OLIVIER 


of brick into the backyard, the big guy tossed them 
to the two smaller guys, who laid the brick out on 
the sand bed in a basket-weave pattern. For hours on 
end, I could hear the dry click click chank chank of 
fired clay bumping against fired clay. 

This was basically the same material workers toiled 
with in Mesopotamia 10,000 years ago, which makes 
brick the world’s first modular building unit. About 
7.8 billion brick emerge from kilns in the United States 
every year, enough to build two Great Walls of China. 
Most are blended, extruded and fired in highly auto- 
mated factories, hardly touched by any human until a 
mason smears them with mortar. Then there are brick 
like mine, made long ago, often by hand, and rescued 
from demolished buildings. Nobody knows how many 
salvaged brick are used each year, but the appeal of recy- 
cled material keeps the demand high. (See “Mining the 
Midwest,” page 52.) 

Scarred, mortar-stained and 


TOM SILVA SAYS 


Brick isn't just about aesthetics. It's 
about durability, particularly when 
building patios and walkways. "On 

the ground, you definitely want to use 


irregular, used brick have a cer- 
tain battered charm. Many even 
have names. When I pry up my 
brick and turn it over, I see the 


a hard paver brick," says This Old 
House contractor Tom Silva. Paving 
brick rated SW ("severe weathering") 
are fired longer and hotter than face 
brick, which are used to build walls. 

Unfortunately, manufacturers don't 
stamp ratings on brick, so consumers 
have to trust their contractors to trust 

their suppliers to furnish the appro- | 
priate materials. 


words *Chicago Brick Co." 
stamped into the clay. The label, 
although less evocative than 
some Гуе seen—Snowball, Gem 
City, Diablo, Mutton Hollow 
Extra, Fire Ball—is 
enough in Miami. The brick is 


exotic 


odd-sized too—2 % inches thick 
by 3% wide by 8 long. (A stan 
dard brick is slightly smaller: 
2% by 3% by 7 
there were at least 30 different sizes in common use, but 
the number has shrunk to about a dozen today, which 


5% inches.) At the turn of the century, 


makes replacement and repair easier. 

The crew edged my patio with side-by-side brick, fol- 
lowing the curve Га laid out with a hose. А low berm 
of concrete poured just outside the rim now holds every- 
thing in place, and sand swept over the patio fills the 
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cracks and lets the rain drain through. 


Laid on the ground up North, these 
1. Water-Struck: Lubricating tbe mold witb sodium silicate (water glass) imparts an 8 р 


antique patina and weather-resistant smoothness. Used їп New England since the 
17th century. 2, Salvaged Common: This porous wall brick, popular in the South, 
won't survive many winters on Northern ground. 3. Beveled Edge: Beveling 
accentuates patterns and reduces the chances of chipping. 4. Custom-Made: A water- 
struck stair nosing was designed for a house in Bristol, Virginia. 5. Sand-Struck: Sand 
dusted into a mold keeps the wet clay from sticking and gives brick a gritty texture, 
and can alter the clay’s color. 6. Salvaged Paver: From the era before asphalt, this 
jumbo 10-pounder shrugs off cold weather. 7. ion Spot: A monthlong firing fuses the 
iron in the clay, leaving purplish spots on the surface and a dense interior that can 
withstand tbe worst winter freezes. 8. Roll Lock: A one-piece cap for pillars and the 
ends of garden walls helps speed the work. When the grooves are filled with mortar, 
this roll lock looks like five separate brick. 9, Bullnose Coping: Extruding clay through 
a steel die produces a smooth-finish brick used for edging pools. Manganese powder 
creates the metallic color, 10, Wall Cap: Hollow coring makes the brick lighter, 
decreases firing time and gives the mortar a keyway for anchoring pieces to each other. 
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soft, common brick would spall and dis- 
integrate as water seeped inside and froze. 
Cold climates require hard, “severe weath- 
ering” paver brick, and they need to be 
installed on a deeper base to forestall frost 
heaves. In Massachusetts, This Old House 
landscaping contractor Roger Cook usu- 
ally digs down 8 to 12 inches, then installs 
a 3-to-4-inch blanket of gravel topped with 
a setting bed of stone dust. “Stone dust 
packs firmer than sand,” he says. 

Here in Miami, the problem is humid 
heat, not freezing. Falling bananas, 


He hated that bald spot. He yelled at 
it. He threatened it. 
But for once, John McEnroe had met 
an adversary he couldn't intimidate. 
Until he attacked it with Rogai 
1 Strength for Men. 
Look. 
That is one very strong return!* 
Surprised? You shouldn't be. For 
out of 5 men with moderate hair 
loss, Rogaine Extra Strength is proven 
to regrow hair or at least stop 
hair 1055,** 
One caution though: Don’t 
get sidetracked by weaker 
bargain brands. They're not 
nearly as effective. Only Rogaine 
has Extra Strength, proven to grow 
more hair, thicker hair and grow it 
faster than any bargain brand. 


It works for “F out of «J men. 


*While most men will respond to Rogaine, most will not respond as well as John 
** About half of the men who respond to Rogaine have moderate to dense regrowth. The other half at least stop their hair loss. 
Use only as directed. Individual results vary. Not e 


ryone responds to Rogaine. 


1999 Pharmacia & Upjohn Consumer Healthcare 


papayas and avocados quickly decay into black messes. 
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(The key limes just bounce and roll off into the sur- 


rounding ferns.) At least that 
mess can easily be hosed 
away. What's worse is the 
fungi and algae that grow on 
the damp brick, turning 
them ugly, slippery and dan- 
gerous to walk on. So every 
six months, I sluice down the 
patio with pool chlorine 
mixed 50-50 with water in a 
pump sprayer, and the old 
brick are new again, with 
their lovely pinkish-tan color 
and perfect imperfections the 
makers never intended. 
Hefting my brick again, I 
turn it over and notice some- 
thing new. I hose the brick 
off and squint. Pushed М 
inch into the *a" in Chicago 
is the print of a human 
thumb. Even the delicate 
whorls are there. I think of 
the men who made these 
brick so long ago and of the 
masons who methodically 
slathered them with mortar 


and built entire buildings, now pulled down and car- 
ried far away. And then, when I hold this brick exactly 
right, my own thumb fits neatly into the hollow. & 


„tō Miami 
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From Chicago... Sk 


A brick salvager, above, hammers the 
last bits of mortar from a Chicago 
Common. Laid out in a basket-weave 


а lush Florida backyard, below. 


Mining the Midwest 


Chipped at the corners and speckled with mortar and old 
paint, salvaged brick may look homely, but to Luis Palacios 
these old hunks of clay are a valuable commodity. Palacios, 
a brick distributor in Miami, says south Floridians are clam- 
oring for brick salvaged from buildings demolished thou- 
sands of miles away, in Detroit, St. Louis and Chicago. “I get 
a rail car of 33,000 Chicago Commons, and 1 can't keep 
them in stock for more than a day,” he says. These coveted 
salmon-colored brick come to Palacios via Jeff Finucane, 
owner of Windy City Antique Brick in Chicago. Last year, 
Finucane shipped nearly 150 boxcar loads of Chicago Com- 
mons to Southerners who wanted to build patios, walkways, 
and garden walls. There is almost no market for the brick 
locally, Finucane says: If left in contact with the ground, 
they will suck up water and disintegrate after a few hard 
freezes. Finucane hires piece workers, many of them home- 
less, to do the backbreaking work of salvaging. They scour 
demolition sites for unbroken pieces or use picks, axes and 
crowbars to hammer at crumbling buildings. Then, brick by 
brick, the workers chop off the old mortar—a few well- 
aimed hammer blows do the trick—and stack the brick on a 
pallet. “Each 2,200-pound pallet holds 530 brick and takes 
about 45 minutes to fill,” says Finucane, Some salvaged 
brick—Savannah Grays, for instance—have become so 
scarce that they sell for $1.50 apiece. Michael Hopping, a 
landscape architect in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, says one 
client bought a warehouse and then demolished it to get all 


the Old New Orleans Hard Tans. But Finucane isn’t worried about running 
out of Chicago Commons, which retail at 35 cents each. “There'll always 
be buildings to wreck,” he says. —Hope Reeves 
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Get More Get Even More 

The new MultiMaster E: Optional Professional 
is three tools in one: Kit includes carbide 
detail sander, scraper rasp, grout-cutting 
and flush-cut saw. saw blade, and 
segment knife. 


Detail Sander 
Patented oscillating 
motion and special 

triangle sanding pad 
permit aggressive 


sanding along del- 
icate edges апа ч 
in tight corners, 


Carbide Rasp 
Quickly grinds paint, 
mastic, stone and 


concrete, Won't 
load up. 


Cuts grout to remove 
damaged tile without 
breaking surrounding 


tiles or creating f 
= excessive dust. 


Flush Cut Saw Blade 
Smoothly undercuts 
door jambs for floor 
coverings. Plunge cuts 
into wall board. Cuts Ж 
wood, plaster and PVC. -= 
But because it 
oscillates, it 
won't cut you. 


m 


= 


Seqment Knife 


A Jn Easily slices rigid 
a A materials like floor 
T — 1 tiles, linoleum, 
Rigid Scraper Blade | кчө carpet, plastic j 


and leather, 


Removes old putty, 
caulking and flooring 
adhesives. Great for 
scraping paint and 
varnish or lifting wee 
linoleum. 


The Fein MultiMaster 
is a true multi-purpose 
tool that saves hours 
of time. With the 
MultiMaster, finishing 
is just the beginning. 


Oscillation uam 


Only the MultiMaster 


HY odis Nr i | سے سے‎ 5 ‘ipating Fein dealer is just 
per MI i32 while supplies — you. To learn more the 
degree aic f MultiMaster package І 1 bout the MultiMaster, 

А includes all of these ask for our free bro- 
accessories, and thi chure and poster. 


Finishing 


beginning. 


“Participating Feia deseri ому 


Legendary Maytag performance and dependability 
in a water heater – an idea that makes sense, Foe 


and solves problems! 


Loaded with maximum water heating power, 
so your family will never run out. Built to last 
longer, with warranties up to 10 years. Equipped 
with patented Jetforce" self-cleaning design and 
other energy-saving features that will save you 


money on operating costs every day! 


Xe 
A Maytag Water Heater is an important investment 
in peace of mind, to keep your home and family 
clean and on schedule every day! To find out more, 
call 1-800-360-8807 for the name of your nearest 
Maytag Water Heater Dealer. 


AY MAYTAG 


МАТЕЯ HEATERS 


1998 State Industries, Inc 
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hen it comes to working with lead paint, Tom 
Silva admits he’s done plenty of things wrong. “I used to burn it off wood- 
work and sand it until the air was filled with dust,” says the This Old House 
general contractor, who's been in the business for 33 years. “The damage, if 
there is any, has already been done.” 

Now, Silva’s day of medical reckoning has arrived. He has volunteered 
for a study by the Harvard School of Public Health to calculate how much 
lead his bones have sopped ир, (Lead mimics calcium, so bones become 
the record of past exposures.) Using a sophisticated X-ray fluorescence 
analyzer, Harvard researchers have already found dangerously high 
levels of lead stored in the bones of dozens of other contractors and 
hapless home owners; their levels registered high enough to put 
them at long-term risk of hypertension, anemia, kidney failure 
and memory loss. What will they find in Tom? Sitting in a chair 
at Boston's Channing Laboratory, he flips through a maga- 
zine as the X-ray analyzer zooms 
close to his shin. In a half an hour, 
he will know. 

Lead paint, long recognized as a 

health threat to young children in 
blighted urban housing, is now 
affecting a newly recognized set of victims: home renovators. 
“Some of the worst cases of lead poisoning I’ve seen involve 
whole families in which the parents buy a wonderful Vic- 
torian, roll up their sleeves, pull out the belt sander and grind 
away," says Dr. Howard Hu, an associate professor of occu- 
pational medicine who is running the Harvard study. 

The full extent of the problem is not clear; no one keeps 
national records on poisonings caused by house paint. But 
in Massachusetts, a state known for its strict lead regula- 
tions, a report documented 380 cases of severe lead poison- 
ing in construction workers from 1991 to 1995; 101 were 
housepainters; 172 were professional lead-paint abaters. Another 
38 were home owners renovating their own houses. Richard Rabin, 
who coordinated the report, says this *grossly underestimates" the 
numbers of home owners likely to have high levels of lead in their. 
blood. “If they're not tested, there are no statistics," he says. 

Such poisonings are completely avoidable, Left undisturbed, lead- ^ 
based paint is not a health hazard. You can rub your hand over it with- 
out danger; lead cannot be absorbed through skin. But sanding, scraping ~ 
or burning off the paint creates clouds of lead-laced dust that can be inad- 
vertently inhaled or swallowed. Rabin found that many people—even pro- 
fessionals—worked without respirators, ate their lunches without washing 
their hands and faces, and smoked cigarettes coated with lead dust. And the 
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Got Lead? 


Smart ways to deal with layers of risky paint 


With its rbino-bide durabil- 
ity, ease of application and 
self-leveling smoothness, lead 
paint was the premier coat- 
ing of its day. Those qualities 
came from powdered lead 
carbonate, which made up 
more than half the weight of 
some paints, Although lead 
was banned from use in 
house paints in 1978, a few 
industrial coatings, such as 
those for striping roads, 
above, contain a small pro- 
portion of the toxic metal. 
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They Got the Lead Out 

(SARS Ra ESE GUB RARE EN Le S160 ЖОС 

In the middle of a renovation blitz on their house 

in Belmont, Massachusetts, Katharine and Michael 

MacPhail got a nasty shock. A routine visit to the 

pediatrician revealed that their 2-year-old daugh- 

ter, K.C., had a blood-lead level of 17 micrograms 

per deciliter, well above the 10 mcg/dl level the 

federal Centers for Disease Control considers 

risky for children. K.C.'s doc- 

tor prescribed an iron sup- А tarp taped to the 

plement and а diet high in уу муу ready 

calcium and iron, and the paint chips scraped 

MacPhails halted work, yet from the MacPhail 

six weeks later, the girl’s house. In Massachu- 

lead level rose to 20 mcg/dl, 515, exterior scrap- 

A lead inspection showed ing can be done only 
when the breeze 

they had lead everywhere, blows 4 mph or less. 

so they hired Dec-Tam, a 

state-certified contractor that has also de-leaded nmm v * 

several T.O.H. projects. Looking like the cleanup T ИЩ ШТ ШШШ 

squad from Chernobyl, with their full-body suits Wilt ИШТИ 

and HEPA-filtered face masks, Dec-Tam's crew 

sealed off work areas with two layers of 6-mil 

plastic sheeting and duct tape. After three weeks of scraping paint down to bare wood, they disposed of everything as toxic waste, then 

mopped the house with trisodium phosphate (TSP). A final wipe test by an inspector confirmed that the contaminated dust was gone. The 

MacPhails’ abatement totaled $21,000, more than double the cost of a rip-and-replace job, but they have no regrets. “We didn't want hol- 

low-core doors and flat molding," Katharine says. "And we didn't want to gamble with our children becoming brain damaged." —Curtis Rist 

main dust culprits were power sanders: “With one of those, you can centimeter square can pollute a 10-by-20-foot room. “It’s easy 

really do a job on yourself in a day or two,” Rabin says. to see how a room could quickly be contaminated many times 

Paints made before 1950 pose the greatest threat. Dr. Thomas above the safe level,” he says. 
Matte, an epidemiologist with the Centers for Disease Control and The ones most vulnerable to reckless renovating are not the guys 


Prevention, says these paints often contain so much with belt sanders but kids. A New York study 


To find out how much lead is 


sequestered in Tom Silva’s bones, 3 
Harvard researcher Steve Oliveira for 10 percent of the elevated blood-lead levels 


showed that remodeling work was responsible 


lead that the dust from a pulverized chip just one 


zeroes in on Tom's shin and kneecap іп children statewide. Those less than 6 years old 
with an X-ray fluorescence analyzer. are most at risk; lead passes easily from their 
Doctors suspect that lead can leach 
out of bones and do a body barm 
long after lead is gone from the envi- 
ronment. Oliveira says, “The aver. Fortunately, our bodies naturally excrete lead, 
age home owner doesn't realize just so blood-lead levels will gradually drop after 
how dangerous lead paint сап be." exposure to the metal ends. Only in cases of seri- 
ous poisoning is an expensive and protracted 


blood into their brains, causing long-term learn 


ing and hearing disabilities and reduced growth. 


treatment called chelation used to quickly rid the bloodstream of lead. 
Unfortunately, there’s no magic way to purge it from bones. 

Given the dangers, getting a professional lead test is crucial. (See 
Heavy-Metal Detection p 58.) If lead is present, a home owner faces 
three basic choices: Live with it (and take some basic precautions), 
seal it off, or remove it. In many ways, this first approach is the best. 

ys Nick 
Farr, executive director of the National Center for Lead Safe Hous- 
ing in Columbia, Maryland. “That’s the surest way to protect your- 
self.” Painted doors and windows need the most attention because 


“If your paint is in good condition, leave it alone.” sz 


they create minute amounts of lead-laced dust each time they rub 
against their jambs. Farr’s organization has (continued on page 57) 


TOM SILVA, JOE YUTKINS 
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(continued from page 56) found, оп aver- 
age, about 11,000 micrograms of lead p 


square foot trapped in the troughs between 
the sash and the storms. “We've even found 
it as high as a million,” he says. (A level 
below 800 micrograms is considered safe 
by HUD.) Farr recommends wiping inte- 
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When the This Old House crew began renovating 
this 18th-century farmhouse in Acton, Massachu- 
setts, in the summer of 1994, home owners Terry and 
Sima Maitland (inset, with family) did the safe thing: 
They took their three children and moved out. Even 
so, а routine blood test that fall showed their youngest 
child, Ethan, then 6, bad an elevated lead level— 
probably from dust ingested before renovations start- 
ed. “We made a quick decision to de-lead,” says Ter- 
ry Maitland. The $30,000 abatement involved re- 
placing 30 windows and scraping paint off much of 
the woodwork inside and out. Ethan's lead levels re- 
turned to normal; now 10, be's bad no further trou- 
bles. Terry Maitland says he’s glad he went ahead 
and got rid of the lead: “It’s given us peace of mind.” 


tural details, and the panels leave the poi- 


son for future renovators to uncover. 
The third route—lead removal—is the 
most expensive, and if a remodeling is 
planned, the safest. This is a job for a state- 
or EPA-certified lead-abatement contrac- 
tor—de-leading is not a do-it-yourself pro- 


rior sills with a wet cloth at least once a month; using an ordi- 
nary vacuum could spread a plume of dust inside the house. (See 
Living With Lead, p, 58.) Old windows, often labeled as lead haz- 
ards and hauled off to landfills, can be retrofitted with plastic jamb 
liners or soft-pile weather stripping, both of which virtually elimi- 
nate the abrasion that generates paint dust. 

The second option is encapsulation: burying lead in place. This 
involves coating woodwork with special lead-barrier paints or cov- 
ering walls and ceilings with drywall or wainscoting. Merely apply- 
ing a few coats of regular house paint is not sufficient. Although less 
expensive and less dusty than full-scale abatement, encapsulation 
does have its downside: The thick paints obliterate crisp architec- 


ject. Even if you are protected with the right respirator, and disposable 
gloves and clothes, your family and neighbors are still at risk. A qual- 
ified lead-removal contractor has the equipment and, most important, 
the experience needed to do the work quickly and safely. 

Complete removal is not always necessary: If a renovation is 
planned, only those surfaces that will be disturbed need to be 
stripped. Farr says remodeling contractors should take a cue from 
their lead-abatement brethren: “Create as little dust as possible, 
contain whatever is generated, and clean up well afterward.” Then, 
once the work is completed, a final series of independent wipe tests 
should confirm that everything is safe. 

That's basically the approach Tom has taken in the last 10 years. 
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Living With Lead 


Although the amount of lead in paint began dropping in the 1950s as 
manufacturers used less-hazardous ingredients, houses built as late 
as 1980 may still be lead-tainted. A professional lead test is the only 
way to know for sure. If an inspection uncovers lead, that doesn’t 
automatically mean that all paint has to be 
stripped: With disciplined maintenance, one can 
safely forgo the expense of total abatement. When 
remodeling, however, don't take chances: Have 
lead paint professionally removed from any areas 
where it might be disturbed. 

Maintenance Strategies 

* Focus on doors and windows, the two biggest 
generators of lead dust. Maintain an intact coat of 
new paint over the old. Isolate sash from jambs 
with weather stripping or plastic liners. 

* Wet-mop floors and woodwork with TSP or all- 
purpose cleanser, Do not sweep with a broom. 

* Use vacuums with HEPA filters. 

* Send rugs, upholstery and drapes out for 
professional cleaning. Wipe furniture with tack 
cloths or damp rags. Wash children's toys. 

* Check the blood-lead levels of children under 
6 years old with every pediatric checkup. 

* If soil is contaminated, remove or wipe shoes 
before entering the house. 

* Never power-sand, dry-scrape, grind or burn off old paint. Use 
paint deglosser to give old paint enough tooth to accept a new coat. 
Let a licensed lead abater take care of peeling paint. 

Remodeling Strategies 

* Test all painted surfaces that will be affected by a remodeling. If 
there is a lead hazard, hire a certified contractor to remove it before 
the remodeling starts. Do not attempt such work on your own. 

* While remodeling, keep children, 
toys and pets away from work areas. 
Better yet, leave the premises until 
the project is finished. 

* Have the remodeling contractor 
seal doorways, windows and work 
areas against dust, and wet-mop 
completed rooms with cleanser. 

* Wipe-test for lead dust when the 
remodeling is done. —Romy Pokorny 


TOM SILVA SAYS: 


“If there’s a lead problem—and there 
almost always is—I tell the home 
owner to get a licensed de-leader, and 
have him deal with it. I don’t go near 
it,” he says. If woodwork needs stripping, he prefers to have it 
removed and cleaned off-site; he avoids grinding, scraping or sand- 
ing painted surfaces as much as possible, On the T.O.H. renovation 
in Watertown, Massachusetts, he chose to rip off and replace the 
siding, rather than try to sand it smooth, “Why take the risk?” 


With a burst of cadmium-109 
X rays, Donald Pesce’s $14,000 
XRF causes any lead in the paint 
to emit its own signature X rays, 
which the device then detects. 


"If | go to work on an 
old house, and the 
owners are expecting or 


have little kids around, 
| strongly recommend 
that they have their 
paint tested for lead." 


Heavy-Metal Detection 
Dd 
Finding lead has gotten faster, easier and 
more accurate, thanks to new testing tech- 
nology. Time was, inspectors relied on a lab- 
oratory or a chemical-saturated 
cotton swab to locate lead paint. 
Those methods are still used but 
have their drawbacks. Lab tests, 
although highly accurate, can be 
expensive—sometimes as much 
as $3,000—and removing the 
sample leaves woodwork pocked 
with little squares. Swabs are 
cheaper and faster: Just rub one 
on suspect paint, and see if the tip 
changes color. But swabs can be 
hard to interpret, leading to false 
positives and false negatives. Also, 
a swab only detects the lead it 
touches; an inspector or home 
owner will still have to gouge surfaces to find 
hidden layers of toxic paint. 
Now, all an inspector has to do is rest a cell- 
phone-sized X-ray fluorescence analyzer (XRF) 
| against a painted surface and push a button. 
In a second, the device dis- 
plays how much lead the 
paint has and how deeply it 
is buried. The cost for a 
whole-house inspection with 
an XRF runs between $200 
and $600 and does not 
harm woodwork. —R. P. 


Finally, the silent XRF aimed at 
Tom's leg has finished its scanning. 
With a click, the machine's shutter 
closes and a nearby computer screen 
flashes: 13 micrograms. *That's well within the normal range," says 
researcher Steve Oliveira. (A reading above 35 micrograms per gram 
of calcium would have been a problem.) Tom takes a momentary 
breath of relief—then smiles. “I knew it would be,” he says, as he 
heads off to another lead-safe day on the job, @ 
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Visit your local ee 2: E ш 
Ni-Cd battery UN 
recycling center: 
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Hardware 


Фр DECKER 


SEARS 


© TARGET 


WAL*MART 


in Canada 


Ni-Cd rechargeable тез 
from your power tools 


After all the sanding, drilling and sawing is done, it’s time to check 


your batteries — because sooner or later your Ni-Cd rechargeable 


batteries will no longer hold their charge. But please, don’t throw 
them away. Recycle them! Just like plastic, glass, aluminum 
or old newspapers. 

Just look for the recycling seal on your battery 


packs. If the seal is on it, we recycle it! Take 
RECHARGEABLE BATTERIE: # 


га your spent Ni-Cd rechargeables to any of the 
= ) t ) 


stores listed or call 1-800-8-BATTERY 


for the location nearest to you. You will 


make a huge difference in preserving 


our environment. Thank you. 


For thousands of moms, dads and grateful baby-sitters, moments like these come a little more often апа 
last a little bit longer with Hurd Windows and Patio Doors. Why? Five energy-efficient glass options 
stop heat, cold, outside noise and UV fading without tints, blinds or shades. And with our FineTuning 


concept, you can select different kinds of glass for different sides of your house, so every room is as 


EvEN THE 

SUNLIGHT 

WALKS ON 
TIPTOES. 


үн 
| comfortable as the next. Fact їз, по other window company offers more kinds of energy- 
Р efficient glass than Hurd. For longer lullabies at your home and a free brochure, call us 
я. 
pzs == 
E today at 1-800-2BE-HURD, extension 500. Or visit us at www.hurd.com. YOU ARE NOW FREE 
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All About Eaves 


The most beautiful part of a roof 


BY CURTIS RIST 


hether designing a new house or 
reworking an old one, architect Robert A.M. Stern pays care- 
ful attention to the eaves, the overhanging portions of the 
roof that add shelter, shade and a measure of romance to what 
might otherwise be a stark facade. “An eave is to a house 
what an eyebrow is to a face,” says Stern, in a memorable 
architectural analogy. “You can have bushy, projecting eye- 
brows, or they can be plucked thin and flat. But I’ve never 
heard anybody advocate the no-eyebrow look.” 

Beginning early in the 18th century, eaves roared into fash- 
ion on Georgian houses and remained popular in nearly every 
subsequent architectural style. Elaborate bracketed eaves 
reached a peak during the Victorian Italianate period; rustic 
Adirondack mansions fairly bristle with wide eaves. In this cen- 
tury, eaves extended from petite bunga- 
lows and grand Shingle Styles, Yet shortly 
after World War II, builders of America’s 
new, sprawling suburbs put up millions 
of eaveless houses—and not for reasons of 
good design: The advent of ready-made 
gutters took over the eave's original pur- 
pose, keeping water away from the house. 
“Builders thought, Why spend all this 
money on soffits when we could just pull 
things back, tack on a gutter and be done with it?” says Duo 
Dickinson, an architect in Madison, Connecticut. 


Putting function ahead of form doesn’t always work, how- 
ever. Gutters can fail. They can clog with leaves and over- 
flow and in winter often plug up with ice and flood ceilings 
and walls. Eaves, on the other hand, help keep runoff from splashing back onto siding, ruining paint and rotting 
wood. “Eaves are an element you can’t be without if you want a low-maintenance house,” Dickinson says. 

They’re fair-weather friends as well. In summer, when the sun rises high in the sky, a roof overhang blocks 
the intense rays and keeps them from heating up walls and penetrating windows. This makes for a dramatically 
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cooler house, even without air-conditioning. Come winter, 
when the sun stays closer to the horizon, the rooms will 
again be warmed by direct light, without any interfer- 
ence from the eaves, “In every climate I can think of, you 
want the roof to project as far away from the house as pos- 
sible,” says Dickinson. 

Eaves do their job beautifully, Shingle Style, Arts and 
Crafts and Prairie Style houses owe much of their appeal 
to the wide spans that radiate from the 
exterior walls and often flow naturally 
onto covered porches. Some of Frank 
Lloyd Wright’s creations contain long, 
flat roof extensions that give the 
houses an almost sculptural dimen- 
sion. Even the comparatively slender 
eaves projecting from the roofs of 
Georgian and Greek Revival houses 
afford, if not summer shade, at least a 
place to build an elegant cornice. “An eave creates dis- 
tinctive shadows and makes the outside of a house much 
more interesting," says Stern. 

When New York City architect Dennis Wedlick begins 
designing a house, he shapes the eaves almost as soon 
as he picks up a pencil and a roll of yellow sketch paper. 
*There are only a few exterior components that an archi- 
tect has available for making a dramatic impression," says 
Wedlick. “Опе of them is a massive roof, and 
that's where the eave comes in. With wide eaves, 
you have a good chance of coming up with a 
design that has real character." 

Wedlick likes their almost limitless variety. 


TOM SILVA SAYS 


"Adding eaves to a 
house is easy. They 


look great but, 
more important, 
they help keep the 
foundation dry." 


*No two are ever exactly alike," he says. 
Eaves can vary in width from 1 to 4 feet or more 
and can be plain, faced with flat boards or 
embellished with intricate moldings. Wedlick 
often covers the soffit, the exposed underside of 
an eave, with bead board that mimics the tra- 
ditional finish on porch ceilings. “I think it's nice 
to have the quality and richness of the boards 
as opposed to flat plywood,” he says. “And it 
doesn’t matter if the house has wood siding or 
masonry, I’ve used bead boards on both.” For 
a finishing touch, Wedlick frequently specifies 
sky blue paint for the soffits. It helps brighten 
the interior, he says, “by giving the impression 
of sky coming right down to the house.” 

Dickinson relies on eaves as a way to break up 
boring boxiness, especially when renovating a sur- 
vivor of those eaveless postwar years. Fortunately, 
it’s easy to add eaves to a house that has none, 
particularly when a roof needs re-shingling. 
(See “Eave Ho!”) “You can create a wonderful 
counterpoint between the line of the eaves and the 
mass of the house,” he says. “The magic comes in taking 
something born out of rude necessity and turning it into one 
of a house’s most important features." ж 


| To spruce up the exterior of a 1960s house in New Canaan, Con- 
| necticut, architect James Schettino went straight to the eaves and 
designed a foot-wide extension. After stripping off shingles and 


plywood sheathing at the 
edge of the roof, carpen- 
ters nailed 3-foot-long 
2x6s to the exposed ends 
of the rafters, then 
sheathed and roofed the 
extension, attached a fas- 
cla board, built a soffit, 
put strips of decorative 
molding under it and 
attached a new gutter. 
“It’s really simple,” says 
Schettino. “But the look is 
polished, more elegant." 
In addition to a better 
appearance, the new 
eave gave Schettino a 
place to add soffit vents, 
the air intake for the roof 
ventilation system. Air 
entering the vents flows 
up between the rafters 
and exhausts through 
ridge vents at the roof 
peak, taking excess heat 
and moisture along. Ex- 
haust vents can also be 


built into gables but, Schettino says, “The soffit-ridge vent 
| combination is far more efficient. And if you're adding a room 


that has a cathedral ceiling, it's the only way to go." 


ILLUSTRATION: WAXBACK STUDIOS; PHOTO: JOHN GRUEN. 
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LIFESTYLE 
HOME THEATER 


SYSTEMS 


An audio system should deliver 
sound to enhance the experience, 
not complexity to impede it. For 
example, the requirements for 
optimum audio performance with 
movie soundtracks differ from those 
of music CDs. Lifestyle’ systems 
make these adjustments automat- 
ically, bringing to movies, music 
and sports the kind of sound 
Stereo Review rated “little short 


of astonishing." 
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Better sound through research- 
1.800.444.BOSE 


Please Ask For Ext. 717 


For information on all our products 
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Н happens thousands of times every year. A loved one chokes оп a kitchen or bath remodeling budget 
~ especially when plans call for pricey, traditional solid surfacing. To avert catastrophe, implement 
these actions immediately if victim turns red, gasps repeatedly or cannot make intelligent sounds: 


Stand behind í NN Placing 
victim and Wilsonart* SSV™ 
place your ! . Solid Surfacing 
arms around \ brochure 
him or her. | firmly in 
i your hand, 
position it 
so victim can 
see it easily. 


Calmly and S Repeat until 
soothingly, ә objections 
explain that 1 1 are expelled 
SSV provides i | [ and victim 
all the prestige, NW 1 is breathing 
looks and М i А normally. 
performance of у 

solid surfacing, 

but costs 30% 

less than 

the leading 

brand. 


We used new technology to make SSV slimmer and 

lighter than traditional solid surfacing. It’s offered in 

fashionable solid colors and stone-like patterns. And it 
Install a comes with a ten year installed transferable limited 
beautiful, | Y 4 warranty. When it comes to premium countertop 
durable SSV ive 59] surfaces, SSV is truly a breath of fresh air. 


Solid Surfacing 1 А 4 

counterto; * r . 

and FM f WILSONART 

bsethating 3 INTERNATIONAL 

room without 

a breathtaking E a i For your free SSV brochure, and the 

budget. | - name of the dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-710-8846, ext. 590, or visit our 

web site at www.wilsonart.com. 


Yr ent Aa T NT БК WR ow 


The Lien Machine 


You don’t want to get caught in it 


hen a home owner hires a contractor for a major or 
minor renovation, chances are good that the job will go well. Even so, disaster scenarios like the following play out 
all the time: With high hopes of getting a quality job done on time and on budget, a home owner signs a con- 
tract and makes an initial payment. But soon after work begins, the project deteriorates before the owner’s increas- 
ingly anguished eyes. The contractor’s crewmen, once civil and workmanlike, turn surly and appear at odd 
hours. They dump pallets of drywall on the flower beds. At some point, the contractor decides to ignore the 
architect's plan—saying nothing to the owner—and starts building his own botched design. 
Disgusted, the owner fires the contractor midway through the job, refusing to pay another 
cent. The contractor storms out of the house, dragging metal toolboxes across antique 
pine floors. Deeply disappointed and left with a mess, the owner is nonetheless relieved to 
be rid of his problem. Or so he thinks. 

A couple of days later, a grizzled process server appears at his door and hands him a 
crumpled paper reading “Notice of Mechanic’s Lien.” Having only a vague idea what those words mean, he 
calls his lawyer and quickly learns that the contractor he came to loathe could cost him his house. 

Thanks to a legal instrument rooted in 18th-century American law, court files bulge with lien notices, and 
many a time it’s the contractor who has a legitimate gripe with the home owner. But whatever the cause and no mat- 
ter who's really to blame, contractors, subcontractors and even suppliers routinely file mechanic’s liens to get money 


BY MICHAEL SHAPIRO 


ILLUSTRATION BY ADAM MCCAULEY 


they believe they deserve. Under the terms of a lien, a contractor can 
seek to prove in court that the client owes him money and—at 
least in theory—to collect on that debt by forcing the sale of his house. 
At the very least, a lien makes refinancing difficult and selling impos- 
sible because it shows up on the title report. Worse, failure to clear 
the claim could result in a default of the owner’s mortgage note, enti- 
tling the lender to demand immediate and full payment. 

Few liens, however, actually result in home owners losing their 
houses or having to pay off mortgages. Warring parties either 
settle their differences before litigation begins or obey the court’s 
decision, whichever way it goes. But home owners embarking 
on renovations must be wary: The mechanic’s lien remains a pow- 
erful contractor’s tool for hammering out dollars even when the 
work is shoddy or incomplete. 

Home owners have been dealing with liens for more than two 
centuries. In 1791, President George Washington, poised to build 
America’s capital on the shores of the Potomac, directed Secretary 
of State Thomas Jefferson to organize a commission to run the huge 
effort. The commission thought it necessary to protect the many 
laborers working on the new buildings and convinced the Maryland 
General Assembly to enact the first mechanic’s lien law, 

Today, similar laws protect contractors in all 50 states and mostly 
come into play when there’s a valid complaint. However, disrep- 
utable operators use the same laws to perpetrate fraudulent scams 
and wring money from unsuspecting home owners. (See “Lien, Mean 


Home Improvement Scams” on the next page.) 

In addition to the disgruntled contractor or the predatory scam 
artist, seemingly unrelated third parties can also file a lien against a 
home owner, Bitsy and Allan Maraynes of Chappaqua, New York, 
thought their garage addition was progressing nicely until they 
received a call from a local lumberyard. Seems the contractor hadn’t 
paid for materials delivered to the Maraynes's job, and if the bill 
wasn’t cleared up, the couple might get slapped with a lien, The 
Marayneses were shocked. “Га just given the contractor a progress 
payment, and he was about halfway done,” says Allan. “But we had 
no idea that we were responsible to the contractor’s supplier.” 

When questioned, the contractor admitted he’d used the 
Maraynes’s money to pay off other debts. Pressured with being 
forced off the job and having his reputation ruined, the contrac- 
tor wrote a check to the lumberyard, From then on, the Maraynes 
paid all suppliers directly and the contractor for his labor only. 

For even more protection, home owners should get subcon- 
tractors and suppliers to sign partial waivers of liens as they com- 
plete work or make deliveries. By signing a waiver document, which 
is available in any stationery store that carries standard legal forms, 
the vendor acknowledges that he has been paid. Final waivers can 
be issued when the project is finished. 

Robert Bowmar, a professor at Albany Law School, says that 
before signing a contract, home owners should consult with an attor- 
ney to weed out clauses that could make it easy for a contractor 


to file а lien. If this isn’t possible and a lien is filed, Bowmar suggests 
inquiring whether state law permits so-called bonding around the 
lien. Home owners with good credit and sufficient assets can pur- 
chase a bond from a surety company for a minimal cost (in New 
York, $1,000 of bond value costs $20) and deposit it with the court 
or municipality. Should the contractor prevail, he could only collect 
against the bond, not the house. The owner would be responsible 
for the full value of the lien, but it wouldn’t show up on the house’s 
title report, freeing him to sell or refinance before settling the claim. 

Home owners can employ other tactics to avoid the sting of a 
mechanic’s lien, but much depends on the laws of a given state, 
says Washington, D.C., lawyer Spencer Stephens. For example, he 
says, a court may not enforce a lien if a contractor files too late, lists 
the wrong work dates, doesn’t formally notify the owner when the 
work started or isn’t licensed. Stephens adds that the best strategy 
may be to stretch out negotiations with the contractor. Litigation on 
a lien must commence within strict time limits, and a contractor deep 
in settlement discussions may neglect to meet the deadline. However, 
some states allow deadline extensions of up to a full year. 

Legal maneuvering notwithstanding, it simply may not make 
sense to contest a lien in court unless the dollar amount is huge. 
To avoid getting bogged down in a complicated, expensive bat- 
tle between lawyers, the best strategy may well be to reach a set- 
tlement with the contractor, however wronged you feel, and have 


the job completed by someone else. @ 


To locate the retailer nearest you, call 1-800-U: 


Lien, Mean Home Improvement Scams 


Any profession has its ne’er-do-wells, and renovation contracting is 
no different. A less-than-forthright contractor might overwhelm an 
unsuspecting home owner with high-pressure sales tactics that end 
with the demand to sign some nebulous paperwork, Having failed to 
read the entire document, the home owner may have committed to 
high-interest financing or even put his very ownership at risk. If he 
then refuses to pay for poor-quality or unfinished work and the con- 
tractor files a lien, the real trouble begins. Some filings, however, 
are illegal because the work isn't covered by lien laws. Thomas 
Gade, an attorney who specializes in construction law, says that 
most curtain and carpet installations don't qualify for lien protection 
because they aren't permanently affixed to the house. Here are 
other ways to protect yourself from scam artists: 

* If the contractor asks you to sign a security agreement, which is 
similar to a mortgage or trust deed, refuse and find someone else. 
Never hock your house for draperies. 

* If it's a big job, insist that the contractor get a payment bond, 
which shields your house from mechanic's liens from him, his 
subs and his suppliers. 

* Make sure everything is in writing. Spoken promises aren't worth 
the paper they're not written on. 

* Understand everything about the contract before you sign, and 


take it to an attorney if you don't. Just because the contract is in 


fine, neat print doesn't mean the language is safe to agree to. 


Walter & Debbie Tors 
2 coats of Cabot i» 19% 


STAIN ext. 399. 


You just bought a home. 
What’s the first thing you should update? 
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Before you tackle the paint job, the 


kitchen, or the plumbing, the first thing you 
should update is your life insurance coverage. 
After all, with a bigger and more expen- 
sive home, you may need to increase your 
life coverage. 
So give your State Farm agent a quick call. 
And then, roll up your sleeves. 


State Farm Understands 


State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in NY or WI) * State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI) 
Home Offices: Bloomington, IL * www.statefarm.com 
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Brilliant! 


Copper shingles keep a roof in mint condition 


othing but the best” is the ethic that propels most This Old House tele- 


vision projects. But come on—a solid gold roof? “It does look like gold,” says T.O.H. contractor Tom 
Silva, squinting at the reflected glare as he nails down another shimmering shingle. “But in a few weeks, 


I think this stuff will be even prettier.” 


This “stuff” is copper, and Tom is right. In just a few weeks, it will weather from gaudy bullion-brilliant 
to the lovely matte brown of an old penny, After installing copper shingles on the roof of the front 


porch of T.O.H.’s Queen Anne Victorian in Water- 
town, Massachusetts, Tom is perched on a scaffold, 
laying the final courses on the side porch. Watching 
Tom’s progress, home owner Christian Nolen is 
delighted. “There’s just nothing more beautiful than 
weathering copper,” he says. 

And there’s nothing more durable, at least in the 
roofing-material world. “We guarantee it for 50 years, 
but the fact is it will usually outlast the house,” says 
Anne Schade, architectural products representative 
for Revere Copper Products in Rome, New York. 

For centuries, those virtues—elegance and dura- 
bility—have made copper a natural roofing choice 

around the world, top- 

ping built-for-the-ages 

structures from Euro- 

pean cathedrals, Roman 

temples and Japanese 

shrines to government 
buildings, museums and some 19th-century Amer- 
ican houses. Copper roofs have traditionally been 
made of standing-seam or flat-seam panels. Although 
copper shingles existed in the early 1900s, demand 
has increased dramatically over the last two decades, 
thanks to mass production, national distribution, 
aggressive promotion and consumer demand for 
quality materials. Properly installed, a copper shin- 
gle roof never leaks: The shingles have curled lips— 
J-shaped—that hook under and over each other, 
creating a solid roofing system that efficiently sheds 
water. Shingles cost more per 100 square feet (a 
“square” in roofer’s parlance) than panels but are 
less expensive to install, so total cost is often roughly 
the same, “The shingles don’t require the specialized 
equipment and highly skilled metalworker that 
standing seam does,” says Schade. “For a carpenter, 
the installation technique is familiar.” The shingle 


BY BRAD LEMLEY 


New copper shingles, above, make a porch roof at This 
Old Houses project in Watertown, Massachusetts, look 
gilded. But they’re not just for show. The most durable 
roofing material, copper doesn’t rust, rot or break. 
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revolution is one of the rea- 
sons that the tonnage of 
copper sold for roofing has 
risen an average of 8 percent 
a year since 1992. 
However, 


actually protects the surface from further weathering,” 

Good thing too. While the shingles on the Watertown house don’t 
cost as much as gold, they are sufficiently expensive that Nolen will 
appreciate their longevity. The retail price of enough copper shingles 
to cover a square is $465. With installation, that climbs to at least 
because 
copper shingles have lit- | 
tle historical precedent on | 
Victorians, Chris Dall- | 

| 
| 
| 


TOM SILVA SAYS: 


"To make sure you don't mix metals, 
the manufacturer supplies copper nails 
in the shingle box. Use them." 


mus, an architect in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, 
feels that completely cov- 
ering the Watertown roof 
with them may not be the 
best choice. *I can see using 
them for architectural band- 
ing at the ridge of a house to 
cap off another material or 


$700. By comparison, a standard asphalt shingle roof comes in at 
about $150 per installed square. 

Tom takes the long view. *You're looking at a sizable chunk 
of money, but this is basically an indestructible product. It's going 
to look great for a long time." ж 


1. Tom Silva pounds a 1'/-inch ring-shank copper nail into one 
of eight nailing slots on a copper shingle. He installs the shingles 
over a peel-and-stick waterproof membrane tbat protects tbe roof 
while be works. The membrane also serves as a moisture bar- 
rier in lieu of a layer of 30-pound felt paper or two layers of 
15-pound felt. “You need some barrier because there's a small 
air space under these sbingles, and you can get condensation 
there.” 2. Tom nails down preformed copper bip-and-ridge 
caps. 3. Copper nails go through copper shingles, which book 


over a copper drip edge and copper flasbing where roof meets 
house. Note the theme: copper on copper, no other metals in- 


for a small roof, a cupola, a 
ventilator, something like 
that. The copper can really 
bring a level of detail, richness 
and elegance to a house." 


P Nolen agrees, which is 


 — 9 why he chose copper 
Ru sd shingles for the porches but 
will leave the old slate intact 

$ on the main roof. “These 


shingles would be obscenely 


= 


expensive to use over the 


d 

J [1 entire roof but, as an accent, 
they're worth it and really 

223 charming," he says. In this 
situation, they'll also have a 


~ 


utilitarian value. In winters 

past, cascading chunks of 
ice smashed the porches’ original slate roofs to shards, Similarly 
battered, the copper shingles may dent but won’t shatter. 

The blinding effect of a new copper-shingled roof begins to 
dim just a few days 
after installation, But 
the roof may need from 
five to 30 years to turn 
Statue of Liberty green, 
depending on variables 
including steepness of 
pitch, rainfall, sea air 
and pollutants such as 
atmospheric — sulfur. 


Schade emphasizes that 
the patina is simply a 
layer of copper salts, 
and the color transfor- 
mation doesn't mean 


the copper is failing: *The green isn't at all comparable to rust, 
which goes into the heart of the metal. With copper, the patina 
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volved. Copper corrodes less noble metals it touches. During a 
three-year restoration in the 1980s, the Statue of Liberty’s cast- 
iron frame had to be replaced with low-carbon stainless steel, 
which is unaffected by touching the monument’s copper skin. 
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LETTER... 


TO THE RESCUE 


ost of us love the charm of an old house, but we find 
nothing charming about outdated kitchens and bathrooms. So it's no surprise that the driving force behind most renovations is the need 
to update these rooms, Virtually every This Old House project—including our current one, a Classical Revival cottage in Key West, 
Florida—has sprung from this need. But not only are kitchens and baths the most renovated rooms in a house, they're also the toughest 
to do, not to mention the costliest. Consider the mind-boggling array of kitchen choices. Brawny commercial-style ranges or sleek Euro 
ones. Electric self-cleaning convection ovens, microwaves or bread-proofing ovens. Built-in woks, warming drawers and modular deep 
fryers, steamers and griddles. Mammoth built-in refrigerators or modular units with separate freezer, refrigerator and chiller compart- 
ments. Stainless-steel or porcelain dishwashers. Trash compactors. 
Reverse-osmosis water filters. Low-voltage lighting. Countertops in 
granite, marble or concrete. The bath is only slightly less daunting, with 
both American and European manufacturers offering a wide variety of 
fixtures, faucets, showers and lighting. Sound intimidating? It is. And 


we haven't even begun to talk about the really tough part: design. It’s Sending out 


an SOS on 
your kitchen 
or bath? ГЇЇ be 
there to save 
tbe day. 


enough to make a lot of readers and viewers wish the T.O.H. team 
would magically appear on their doorsteps and resolve all the dilemmas 
that kitchens and baths inevitably entail. 

Wish granted. This month, we're launching House Calls With Steve, 
highlighting a reader's project in each issue. Just send photos of your 
problem kitchen or bath to the magazine, along with a brief description 


and budget breakdown. We're going to tackle large and small renova- 


tions with both lavish and modest budgets, so don't be shy if you don't 
have megabucks to spend. If we choose your kitchen or bath, ГЇЇ drop in on you personally, anywhere in the country. Along with one or 
two local experts, we'll discuss the pros and cons, deciding on a look and the appliances and fixtures that will help you achieve it, all in a 
package that fits your budget. For starters, you might pick up a few tips from the first House Calls With Steve (page 33), in which I put 

the Rhode Island School of Design's experimental kitchen to the bouillabaisse test. We hope RISD's innovative appliances, work surfaces 


and storage units inspire you to send us an entry. Good luck, and we'll see you next time—at your old house. —Steve Thomas 
Send details on your project to House Calls With Steve, This Old House magazine, 1185 Avenue of the Americas, 27th floor, New York, NY 10036. 
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Makes you wanna 
go outside and play. 
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And we've got just what you need to get started. Over 10,000 of the toughest, most powerful lawn ص„‎ 
and garden tools you can find. All the best brands at the guaranteed low price. Everything you need — fei 
to turn your yard into a playground. So stop by The Home Depot today and let the games begin. ¥ 
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WITH THE HELP OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION CON- 
SULTANT ANDREA GILMORE, THE WATERTOWN 
HOUSE RETURNS TO A VICTORIAN PALETTE: MOSS 
GREEN CLAPBOARDS AND SAWED SHINGLES, 
TERRA-COTTA-COLORED FISH-SCALE SHINGLES 
ON THE ATTIC GABLES AND EGGSHELL TRIM. "THE 
COLOR SCHEME SOUNDS NUTS BUT LOOKS 
GREAT," SAYS HOME OWNER CHRISTIAN NOLEN. 
“| CAN'T IMAGINE IT ANY OTHER WAY.” 
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his was supposed to be the easy one. 
Last May, when the [his Old House crew poked, 
measured, sniffed, thumped and otherwise 
inspected the 1998 television project house in Watertown, 
Massachusetts, the guys were heartened. The 1 10-year- 
old Queen Anne seemed structurally solid, so this 
“rest” after last year's ambi- 


promised to be a welcome 
tious, grueling revamp of a decaying 270-year-old house 
and barn in Milton, Massachusetts. As Т.О. Н. master 
carpenter Norm Abram put it, “When you've got a good 
base to start with, projects tend to go well." 

Now, with the final dollop of skim-coat plaster per- 
suaded into a corner and the last scrap of fluted mold- 
ing nailed around the windows, it seems even the 
all-knowing Norm got it wrong. This renovation is 
likely to prove the most expensive in TO.H, history. 

But step back for the larger view, and—surprise— 
Norm's prediction was dead on. If a project is judged by 


its outcome, the overhaul of this 5,000-square-foot house I | | 
not only went well: It went spectacularly. The cost ratcheted skyward largely because home A 

owners Christian Nolen and Susan Denny, inspired by the house's potential and the skills of Т.О, Н. } à : 
contractor Tom Silva and his subs, decided not to cut a single corner. Day by day—often in response | 

to nasty surprises such as termite damage and an impermeable backyard—the home owners ў 


expanded their original, fairly modest goals, creating а true dream house. a 
“The original idea was to add a new n 3 
master bedroom, new bathrooms, а pu 
new kitchen and basically leave the rest 
untouched," says T.O.H. host Steve 
Thomas. “That’s not what happened, and 
that’s why the house is so fabulous.” 
* My thought was: Sixty years from now, 
carry me out feet first,” says Nolen. “I real- 
ized this is it. This is our lifetime house, and 


we wanted it to be right. 
Now, when I drive up to it, TOP: The lovely bowed walls of 
my heart skips a beat." the former music room now bar- 
i bor an informal dining nook in 
the kitchen. LEFT: Home owners 
Christian Nolen and Susan 
of doing it right. When Denny put the restaurant-grade 
painting contractor Steve — range to use. RIGHT: Dominated 
Kiernan first contemplated ÛY а 3-by-8-foot island—“It's 
more of a continent,” says 
Nolen—the kitchen mixes colors 
and textures: moss green cabi- 
painfully iridescent yellow nets, mottled granite counters 
but also leaping off the ала stainless-steel appliances. 


The exterior transfor- 
mation is a perfect example 


the vast task before him, the 
paint was not only a 


clapboards in oak-leaf-sized 

pieces. “Stripping would have been only 
a temporary fix. The paint was so far 
gone—removing the siding was the only 
sensible alternative," Kiernan says. 

Tom and his crew ripped off every scrap 
of siding and replaced it with new cedar 
clapboards and shingles, many of them 
painted and tacked up by Nolen and Denny. 
Now, says executive producer Russ Morash, 
the facade is the *hero of the street." 

“When you go past, you think, What a 


Around the main island in the kitchen, the 

original quartersawn white oak floor gives 

zzo, tinted cement mixed with 

t comprises chips of marble, 

glass and s 115. Although it took a week 

To pour, cure and grind down the material to 

a silky sheen, the result is one of the most 
durable, low-maintenance floors around. 


“My thought was: Sixty years from now, 
carry me out feet first. This is our lifetime 
house, and we wanted it to be right.” 


4 


Denny and Nolen stock their new 
cherry custom cabinets, The storage 
nook, which contains the dish- 
washer, is located where the old 
rear staircase, inset, used to stand— 
conveniently between the new 
kitchen area and dining room. 
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beautiful old house,” Tom adds. “Virtually every surface is new, but that fact doesn't 
register. It looks uplifted not rebuilt, and that’s the ultimate in renovation.” 
Strolling to the backyard, Morash notes that Tom's crew rebuilt major por- 
tions of all three porches but says the truly Herculean task performed out here 
is invisible: “The lot's drainage system was awful, It was a poisonous situation 
tor plants. Willows and weeds were virtually all that would grow." With a 
subterranean network of perforated plastic tubing and dry wells, T.O.H. land- 
scaping contractor Roger Cook vanquished the backyard wasteland. Such work 
may seem decidedly unsexy, which is why some general contractors skip it, 
Morash says. “But it was crucial. To grow a decent lawn here, it had to be done.” 
Circling around to the front and striding through the door, Morash waves a 
hand at the project's single biggest challenge: relocating the ornate oak stair- 
way from the back of the house to its center and ripping out two superfluous stair- 


Ve’ll always remember this project as the one where we 
moved the stairway," he 
says with a sigh. 


ways in the process. 


Aside from cosmetic 
work, the front parlors 
didn't change. But the 
circa-1910 rear addition 
was radically altered—and 
incontestably improved— 
by a kitchen flanked by a 
sitting area and a rein- 
vented butler's pantry. 
Originally, the kitchen was 
dim and forbidding, 
crowded on the house’s 
dark north side. Now, the 
room stretches 27 feet 
across the back, or east, 
side of the house, where 
light floods in each morn- 
ing. No fewer than 18 over- 
head recessed lights bathe 
the space in a subtle, vari- 
able glow. “It’s my favorite 
room," Nolen says. 


His penchant for casting 
out the house's Victorian 


For pure luxury, it's difficult to beat tbe master suite's 
6-foot-wide marble shower. “Certainly, you can say, 


‘Who needs a $20,000 shower enclosure?’” Russ shadows led to the project’s 
Morash says. “But you look in there, run your hand most controversial extra: the 
along the real marble, and suddenly it seems worth it.” now infamous skylight over 


the stairwell. On one 
episode of the television show, Steve, Norm and Tom made no secret of their distaste 
for the $3,500 overhead window that Nolen insisted Tom install. In the crew's view, 
any light provided would be swallowed by the stairwell’s turns long before reach- 
ing the ground floor. And there was concern because the 3-by-4'/2-foot skylight 
had to fit into a dicey spot on the complex roofline: just above where a low ridge 
intersects a roof plane. “It was a little tricky,” says Tom in a characteristic under- 
statement. Before sawing through roof rafters to make room for the skylight, he used 
engineered lumber beams, spanning from one interior bearing wall to the other, to 
prop up the ridge beam on one end. “Otherwise, that ridge would just be hanging 
out there, waving in the breeze,” he says. The result justified the effort. The sky 
light amply illuminates the heart of the second and third floors, which was Nolen’s 
primary aim. “The skylight works. I’m hoping to film my revenge,” he says with a 
good-natured grin, “I think the guys were unduly harsh,” Tom nods in agreement 
and says, “We played with Christian a little bit. But we did an experiment where 
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When home owners Christian 
Nolen and Susan Denny decided 
they wanted to replace the 
Watertown house's three space- 
wasting stairways with a single 
central one, This Old House con- 
tractor Tom Silva hatched a 
unique plan. He would move the 
grandest set of stairs—13 mar- 
velous steps of quartersawn oak 
with an irreplaceable, golden 
patina of crackled shellac—from 
the back of the house to its core. 

“Whoever built this staircase 
took pride in his work,” Tom says. 
“It was all hand tools in those 
days. This stairway represents a 
lot of sweat. The old-growth lum- 
ber is still strong, and it’s so dry 
that it’s completely stable. In all 
our jobs, we're always looking to 
reuse anything we can." 

Such a policy saves trees and 
beautifies a house, but the major 
advantage in this case was finan- 
cial. Moving the stairway took 
about as much time as building 
and installing a new custom- 
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milled one but saved $10,000 to 
$15,000 in materials and labor. 
T.O.H. master carpenter Norm 
Abram likes the fact that the orig- 
inal stairway had four stringers 


Relocating the main staircase was the key to 
the new floor plan, which turned a labyrinth 
of tiny rooms into a light, open, easily navi- 
gable ensemble of large spaces, in keeping with 
the scale of the house. “Originally, the house 
presented you with an impenetrable maze,” 
says This Old House producer Bruce Irving. 
“Now, with this beautiful stairway just inside 
the front door and a hall that runs from the 
front to the back door, you get the sense of 
the house the moment you step inside.” 


(2-by-10 beams sawed in a zigzag 
pattern, undergirding the stairs) 
spaced just 12 inches on center. 
“Today, you'd mostly see just 
three,” he says, and they'd be 
spaced at least 16 
inches on center, 
which makes for a 
bouncier, creakier 
stair. He also finds 
the joinery exquisite: 
The risers and treads 
meet with a precise 
dado-and-rabbet 
joint, so “even if the 
tread and riser move 


or shrink, they stay 
locked together.” 
Extracting the stairs 
from their original spot 
proved surprisingly 
easy. Tom's first step 
was vital—and one that 
many remodelers skip 
to their ultimate dismay. 
With masking tape and 
a marker, he meticu- 
lously labeled each 
part's location. (The 
balusters, for instance, 


were labeled “1” 
through “39.") "It's 
tedious but it helps you 


avoid a guessing game 
later,” he says. 
During the actual 


i^. tbe first flight in, the next job is tbe trickiest: rejig- 


gering one of tbe old landings to fit tbe new location. Once 
the new stairs are serviceable, what bad served as the main 
staircase (seen in the rear of this picture) will be history. 


a 


dismantling, Tom says, 
“The secret is thinking 
of how it was built. 
Then you take it apart 
in reverse." Wielding a recipro- 
cating saw, he slipped its metal- 
cutting blade between the trim 
and skirtboard, between the 
rails and newels, anywhere that 
he could sever nails—the roar of 
metal on metal signified that the 
blade had found its mark. Finally, 
he sliced through the big nails 
holding the stringers to the floor 
joists above and below and to 
the two landings. 
Reinstallation was the real 
challenge. The stairway that had 
originally wound through the 
house's center was a humble, 
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cramped servants’ passage, the 
smallest of the original three 
stairways. After ripping that out, 
Tom and his crew built a rectan- 
gular shaft to receive the wider 
stairs. An intricate operation, it 
involved moving a bearing wall 
about 18 inches south. “We 
started by building a new con- 
crete footing in the basement. 
Then we built a new bearing wall 
structure on each floor, from the 
cellar to the roof,” Tom says. 

The stairs themselves also 
required rejiggering. While the 
original well had had a squared 
“J” configuration, the new well 
required them to form a squared 
“U.” The original three bottom 
steps remained at the bottom in 
their new location, but the sec- 
ond set of three steps became 
the top flight. Simple enough, but 
the old stairs had been custom- 
built in place—meaning that the 
1910 carpenter had cut the two 
landings to hug the out-of-square 
idiosyncrasies of their first loca- 
tion. “It took a lot of relocating, 
repositioning, reworking to make 
the landings fit,” says Tom, 
“Actually, | had to get rid of one 
landing altogether. | built a new 
one and re-covered it with the 
oak from the old landing.” 

With the newel post, rails and 
balusters reinstalled, the new 
stairway opens the heart of the 
house—especially with sunshine 
pouring through the new skylight, 
making the honeyed oak glow. 
“Before, these wonderful stairs 
were hidden in the back of the 
house,” says T.O.H. host Steve 
Thomas. “Now they’re celebrated, 
as they should be.” 
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we covered up the skylight, and it made a huge difference. Putting 
it in was the right thing to do.” 

In typical T.O.H. fashion, top-notch structural and systems 
upgrades undergird the visible improvements. Descending into the 
fieldstone-walled cellar, Tom points at the southwest corner, where he 
and Norm tore away and replaced 21 feet of termite-riddled sill. To 
stop water from leaking into the 
basement, Tom had a trench 
jackhammered around the 
inside perimeter and a french 
drain installed and connected to 
a two-pump tank. From there, 
water travels to a dry well con- 
sisting of a perforated concrete 
barrel, 6 feet wide by 4 feet 
deep, sunk in a bed of gravel. 

T.O.H. plumbing and heat- 

ing contractor Richard | 

Trethewey and his crew — 

removed the two circa-1972 

gas furnaces and the rusting hot-water tanks and extracted every 
foot of lead, galvanized steel and brass pipe running through the 
house. Richard and master plumber Ron Coldwell installed copper 
supply and cast-iron drainpipes for water, plus a complex heating 


“The house looks 
uplifted not rebuilt, 
and that’s the ultimate 
in renovation.” 


system. Two-inch-diameter “microduct” 
forced air heats the second and third floors, 
while radiant-heat tubing keeps the kitchen’s 
terrazzo floor a welcoming 82 degrees Fahren- 
heit. “This will be a barefoot kitchen, year- 
round,” Richard says. 

The gas boiler that powers everything is, 
Richard says, “sized right for the house. Orig- 
inally, the house had a total of about 
400,000 Brus for both heat and hot water. 
That was ridiculously oversized and inefficient. 
Most of the time, this system will run at just 
120,000 Btus. Рт confident that the gas bill 
will be cut in half." He adds that the heat- 
ing, cooling and water systems are all *utterly 
silent. That's the mark of good work." 


T Allen Gallant, the electrician, 
“The dining room was a real sur- 
prise to me,” Denny says. “When 
we bought the house, it didn’t 
look like much, but now—with 
it overlooking the formal gar- 
den—I can see myself wandering 
in each morning, looking out the 
big bay window and just soak- 
ing in the sunlight.” 


upgraded the service from 100 to 
200 amps and snaked 6 miles of 
new wire through the building. 
Nolen originally wanted the 
breaker box in an upstairs hall- 
way, Gallant says, “so he could 
get at it easily if a breaker 
tripped. I told him what I tell all 
my customers: ‘If, after the way I have wired 
this place, you ever trip a circuit breaker, call 
me—I will personally come to your house and 


flip the switch for you, 

“Pll take you up on that,” says Nolen. 

“I mean it,” Gallant says. “If you're pay- 
ing $50,000 for a new electrical system, why 
not make it right?” 

Nolen’s rapport with Gallant—and every other contractor on the 
job—was forged during the course of 12-hour days spent side by 
side with the workers. Nolen and Denny were on-site almost every day, 
sledgehammering walls, painting the garage, stripping woodwork and 
schlepping supplies from the first to the third floor. “The home own- 
ers have been just marvelous,” Tom says. “They really worked hard, 

and they were right on the scene 
when decisions had to be made— 
which made our job a lot easier.” 
“We loved every minute of 
it,” Nolen says, and that’s fortu- 
nate. While Nolen and Denny’s 
exertions did save money, their 
sweat equity pales before their 
out-of-pocket expense, which 
Nolen pegs at more than 
$550,000—$150,000 more than 
| the original budget. Tacked onto 
the $670,000 purchase price, the 
house cost roughly $1.2 million. 

That’s hardly small change. But for a seven-bedroom, three- 
and-a-half-bath, four-fireplace, dream-kitchen, ready-for-the-next- 
100-years house 3 miles from Harvard Square—where comparable 
houses go for $2 million—it’s not bad. ж 
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Denny savors awakening in the master suite on 
the second floor. One of the bouse's most dis 
tinctive charms is the bedroom's south wall, 
which bows out 3 feet. “In a cold Boston win 
ter, the warmth and sun come through all day,” 
she says. In the spring, the Бош” two windows 
will usher in a green panorama of trees. INSTT 
To create this spacious room, Tom removes three 
bearing walls and installs a laminated vencer 
lumber beam to support the master suite area. 
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How to avoid breakdowns. 
Nervous or otherwise. 


When youre out for a long drive on 
a lonesome highway, the last thing 
you want to experience is a breakdown. 


Especially if its the kind caused by 


high levels of stress and anxiety. 

But dont worry. Thats something 
you wont have to think about when 
youre in the safe, comfortable confines 
of the 1999 Accord V-6 Sedan. 

In the Accord, you'll find something 
that's not available in most other cars: 


peace of mind. You see, the Accord is 


©1998 American Honda Mor Co. Inc 


so thoughtful, practical and reliable, it's 


an automobile that can help make your 


commute, and life, a lot less stressful. 


(Just think of it as therapy on wheels.) 


Step inside the Accords spacious, 


luxurious cabin, and you'll notice its 
calming effects almost immediately. 
Ease back into the wide, supportive 
drivers seat. Stretch out. There's an 
abundance of legroom, hiproom and 
headroom. Enough to accommodate 


five adult passengers, along with their 


emotional baggage, quite comfortably. 
For your convenience, and sanity, 
we've included thoughtful touches just 


about everywhere. ‘The controls and 


gauges are easy to read and within 
your reach. Specially tinted windshield 
glass protects you and the interior from 
heat and UV rays. And, vibration- and 
sound-absorbing materials provide for 
a remarkably quiet and peaceful ride. 
On the EX V-6 model shown here, 


the driver's seat adjusts eight different 


ways electronically. Remote controls 
for the high-powered AM/FM stereo 
and CD player are mounted on the 


steering wheel. The seats are trimmed 


in soft, supple leather. And, there’s even 
a special holder for your sunglasses. 
Now, if all these amenities dont lift 
your spirits, the Accord V-6 Sedan's 
performance most certainly will. Just 
lightly tap the accelerator and the 


powerful 200-horsepower VTEC™ 


engine launches the Accord, promptly 


leaving all vour worries in the dust. 
‘Take to the highway and the front 


double wishbone and rear multi-link 


suspension provides the responsive, 


agile handling and control you need 
to deftly maneuver through even the 
most nerve-racking traffic situations. 
What's more, the Accord will even 
put your conscience at ease. You'll find 
peace of mind in knowing Honda is 
strongly committed to protecting the 


environment. In fact, nearly 70% of all 


Accords will receive Californias Low- 
or Ultra-Low Emission Vehicle rating, 
the strictest standards in the nation, 


Considering all the relaxing features 
g 


this car has to offer, perhaps the only 
time the Accord may cause any undue 
anxiety is when you have to be away 
from it. So, to experience the Accord's 
soothing effects, call 1-800-33-HONDA 


Or, simply visit us at www.honda.com. 


The Accord 
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The saga of a family 
that wanted all the 
modern conveniences- | 


A NEW "M 
OLD HOUSI 


BY RICHARD CONNIFF 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY GUY KLOPPENBURG 
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t was the last hour of the last day we lived in our old stone 
ship-captain’s house, and we were about to shut the door 
behind us after 15 years of gutting, stripping, salvaging, sand- 
ing and painting. The house, a ruin when we moved in, was 
now perfect. It had history (built in 1825). It had character 
(we'd found shredded love letters, from an Italian countess, 
in a squirrel's nest in the attic). It even had closets—by the 
time we were done. Га given the new owners solemn instruc- 
tions on the care and feeding of our house, plus a small to-do 
list. And now my wife, Karen, and I and our three children—Jamie, 
14, Ben, 12, and Clare, 8, raised in the security of an old stone 
house—felt suddenly homeless. 

In a nearby town, we had a piece of land suitable for construc- 
tion and, just around the corner, we had a house rented for the next 
nine months. It had been 
my bright idea to sell our 
old house first—and see 
what our sweat equity was 


actually worth—before 
undertaking something 


new. Now our life as a 
family seemed to hang in 
the balance. 

Just then, with perfect 
timing, our architect, Scot 
Samuelson, showed up 
and laid out the plans for 
our new house. All five of 
us knelt around him in an 
empty room in our old 
house and began to work 
through the blueprints. 
Samuelson's design had all 
the defining elements of an 
1880s Shingle Style beach 
house—steeply raked 
roofs, intersecting ridge- 
lines, a tower with a witch- 
hat peak, an open-plan 
interior and a long wrap- 
around porch. 

Our building site was a 
wooded lot on the Con- 
necticut shoreline, looking 
across a salt marsh to Long 
Island Sound. The idea was 
to build a house that felt as 
if it belonged there, a house 
that had as much character as the one we were leaving behind. 
We wanted an old house—but without the asbestos, the lead paint, 
the dank indefinable smells emanating from rotten corners. Maybe 
it was a contradiction in terms. We wanted all the modern conve- 
niences—and character too. At least on paper, Samuelson's draw- 
ings gave us hope in the bleakest moment of our departure. So we 
said good-bye to our old house, moved into our school-year rental 
and hunkered down for nine months of construction reality. 

Our thinking about the new house was shaped largely by a 
part of the old house we'd referred to affectionately as the *icky 


room." When we bought the old place in 1982, it was a late- 
Federal beauty gone badly to seed. The former tenants seemed to 
have vented their frustrations by kicking down doors, applying 
ball peen hammers to moldings and intermittently setting rooms 
on fire. But nothing came close to the special dreadfulness of 
the icky room on the first floor. 

The house was built into the side of a hill, and the icky room was 
largely below grade. It was a warren of walls with a monstrous steam 
boiler blocking the window and massive steel pipes crossing at 
eye level. The wood floor stood on fungal, termite-raddled joists, 
which stood on loose stone piled on bare earth. The weekend that 
we bought the house, the worst rain in 100 years hit, and we could 
hear little waterfalls gushing through the stone wall in back. 

I've tried to block out the memory of old-house squalor. But 
Karen still reminds me of 
one weekend I spent using 
a sledgehammer to smash 
apart the old heating sys- 
tem while our son Jamie, 
who was then two months 
old, suffered through an 
ear infection upstairs. The 
house gave me recurring 
nightmares in which I 
opened the door from one 
icky room only to dis- 
cover another and then 
another, with rats frolick- 
ing in the walls. 

But memory lingers on 
the finished product and, 
by the time we moved 
out, the icky room had 
become one of the pret- 
tiest in the house. The 
solution was simple 
though costly. Rip out 
everything, and build a 
new room inside the stone 
walls but with surface 
details suitable to the 
period. In place of the rot- 
ten floor, Karen and I dug 
french drains around the 
room, then put down 
gravel, a plastic vapor- 
barrier, concrete, 2x4 
sleepers, insulation, a ply- 
wood subfloor and finally 16-inch-wide pine boards salvaged from 
the attic. Everyone thought the pine had been there forever. And 
thus the pernicious thought took root: Why not skip the icky phase 
and just put the period details on top of a solid, modern foun- 
dation? Why not, in short, build a new old house? 

The idea took root, I should say, in my wife's head. To me, the 
great satisfaction of living in an old house was knowing that, 
at some point, I had puzzled over each newel post and dentil mold- 
ing, tended to its illnesses and made it well again. I doubted 
that anything in a new house could ever give me the same satis- 


faction. But Га already lost this argument many years before, 
somewhere around that sledgehammer weekend. 

As the new house started to go up, we began to marshal our 
period details. Karen’s mother had salvaged a stained-glass tran- 
som window and all the door hardware when her great-grand- 
parents’ house was demolished in the 1960s, and this collection 
had been moldering in our attic. These relics were mostly from the 
1880s, perfect for the late-19th-century feel of the new place. One 
day, my daughter, Clare, found me at the workbench, wire-wheel- 
ing paint and black crud off the door hinges. She asked if she could 
help, so I fitted her up with a face mask and safety glasses, and 
together we began to expose the elaborately molded leaf-and- 
vine patterns, rampant dragons and leaping hounds. Watching her 
restore a salvaged piece of her great-great-great-grandparents' house, 
I began to think it might be pos- 
sible to invest even a new house 
with history, character and a 
sense of personal connection. 

We spent all our spare time at 
the building site, doing the stuff for 
which sensible people pay a gen- 
eral contractor. The first thing that 
struck me was how much better 
builders do things these days, 
though it may be heresy for an 
old-house aficionado to say so. 
Engineered joists, though they 
aren’t chestnut beams, have a love- 
liness, a levelness, of their own. We 
found that we could take an old 
stained-glass window, handsome 
but no longer fit to stand up 
against a good northeaster, and set 
the piece snugly inside the frame 
of a modern, low-E window—the 
best of both worlds. 

Our framing carpenter, Ron 
Garner, was a careful, concen- 
trated worker, and his language 
of cripples, skirtboards and bas- 
tard hips seemed to give the house 
the character of a living thing. The 
language of outsiders was also dif- 
ferent. At our old house, in the 
early days, people passing by used 
to think it was encouraging to 
shout, “I don't envy you!” (The 
smarter ones did so only when 
safely out of hammer range.) As the new house began to take shape, 
what they said was, “Do you know how many people get divorced 
doing this?” Instead of nightmares, I now woke up every night and 
made long lists of things that were going to cost us $8,000 each. 

We quickly discovered that general contractors do not earn 
their money merely as marital counselors. I spent one whole day, 
for instance, comparing well-pump bids and learning about the 
differences (which I have since, thank God, forgotten) between 
160 poly pipe and schedule-80 PVC. Being a general contractor 
requires a willingness to ask stupid questions (for which, as a jour- 


nalist, I have a lifetime of experience). Another requirement is 
a knack for getting people to do a job right—even when they think 
you don't know what you're talking about. My insulator repeat- 
edly managed to avoid insulating the space between some angled 
wall studs. He only did the job right after the third time I pushed 
my putty knife through his surface caulking to reveal the vast 
uninsulated spaces beyond. 

Being general contractor also meant that I spent days on the 
phone, seeking bids, negotiating prices and checking final bills. (It's 
tempting not to bother comparing billed-versus-bid prices on a long 
list of supplies. But one such stupefyingly dull day saved us $941.) 
At the old house, I couldn't have survived without a paint scraper. 
At the new house, my most valuable tool turned out to be a budget. 
We were aiming to keep our overall costs to around $110 a square 
foot, so the need for a budget 
might seem obvious. But we only 
sat down to the task because our 
mortgage lender made us do it. 
Until then, we were operating 
with an old-house mentality: Wait 
till there's a little money in the 
bank before starting the next big 
project, and never, never add up 
the total cost, because it's just too 
awful to think about. 

Budgets and new houses were 
both alien territory for me. But 
just as construction was about to 
begin, a friend showed me how 
to use a database. After 10 min- 
utes of instruction, I was able to 
make a computerized work sheet 
for each section of the job (floors, 
plumbing, exterior doors and so 
on) and record every payment. 
The work sheet automatically 
totaled these payments. It also 
automatically sent the totals to a 
master sheet, a single page with 
one column showing how much 
Karen and I had budgeted and 
another showing what we were 
actually spending—with a bot- 
tom line on both. I should 
emphasize that this kind of 
meticulous organization is utterly 
unlike us. But it gave us at least 
the illusion of control to have all 
this information at hand. The money was still flying out, but it 
was flying out systematically. 

Amid the welter of decisions, it was always the little things 
that broke us. *Where's the contractors’ file?" 1 asked Karen one 
day, not bothering with some polite preamble such as,“Could you 
please look ... ." She began to search for the file, sighing and nois- 
ily shuffling papers. 

*Don't sigh at me. I didn't take it," I snapped. 

“I certainly didn't lose it,” she said. 

We began in short order to call each other names, which led to 


Door hardware that Karen Con- 
niff inherited from ber great- 
great-grandparents belps imbue 
the new house with a sense of Ê 
family tradition. The Conniffs’ 
daughter, Clare, inset, uses a wire 
wheel to strip paint and encrust- Sa 
ed dirt from the hardware, re- 8 
vealing dragons and bounds 


tears from her and storming out to 
the garage for me. At the house site, 
Karen stared out at the water, arms 
folded, and did not talk to me. I 
didn’t tell her that the contractors’ file 
had turned up on my desk. 

On the other hand, we often 
resolved our real disasters with equa- 
nimity. For instance, the engineer had 
opted not to include footing drains in 
the foundation plans, but the building 
inspector insisted. So one morning, we 
wound up doing the job ourselves, 
cutting perforated plastic drainpipe 
and laying it around the outside of the 
foundation. Holes down. Gravel 
around the sides and on top. Filter 
fabric over the top to keep out dirt. 
Karen carefully worked her way down 
the footing, making a mark on the 
concrete every 10 feet, each mark an 
inch lower than the one before, so the 
drains would have the requisite pitch. 
I slung the gravel. 

It was a beautiful day to work out- 
doors, sunny and almost 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit, with the light glinting off 
Long Island Sound. * We're getting 
intimate knowledge of our founda- 
tion," Karen said cheerfully. 

“А lot of people pay specifically to 
avoid having intimate knowledge of 
their foundation," I said. 

“I like it,” she said. “It’s like gar- 
dening. Maybe I just enjoy getting 
down in the dirt." 

I grunted noncommittally. 

А house grows the way a garden 
does, she said. The building has a life 
of its own. The wall studs are the 
stakes, and the pipes and wires twine 
upward like vines. Most of the real 
work was being done by contractors, 
but the mistake with the footing drains 
at least let us lay on our own hands. 
We could invest not just our money but 
also our sweat, which had always been 
our means of true ownership. In a few 
more months, we would find out what 
fruit all our labor had produced. I flung 
down another load of gravel, patted it 
into place, then leaned on my shovel. 
It reminded me suddenly of one day 
years before, when we were digging the 
french drains in the icky room, and the 
memory filled me with hope for what 
our new house might yet become. 

So in the end, has the pernicious 


One day, | was hanging 
around an architectural sal- 
vage place, with my eye on a 
brass 1890 Bradley & Hub- 
bard gas chandelier | could 
not afford, when Brian, the 
manager, made a casual ref- 
erence to fixing up old 
houses as a “hobby.” 

“A hobby?” I said. "I 
thought it had something to 
do with shelter." 

"People can live in 
boxes," he explained. *They 
don't have to do this." He 
indicated the chandelier. “It's 
a hobby." I still couldn't 
afford the chandelier, but I 
began to feel better about all 
the time and money І was 
frittering away on houses. A 
hobby. Of course. 

My wife, Karen, and I 
were making the rounds of 
architectural salvage places, 
hunting for details to make 
our new house feel old. 
Another day, our search took 
us to an unheated chicken 
coop in northeastern Con- 
necticut, home of Brooklyn 
Restoration Supply. Inside, 
Scores of salvaged mantel- 
pieces hung from chains, 
like carcasses in an abattoir. | 
We shivered and thought 
about the hearths the man- 
tels had once framed and 
about the ghosts of the 
people who had warmed 
themselves by the fires. | 
asked the price of a granite 
sink tilted against a wall, and 
the owner, a small, whiskery 
house wrecker named Rudy 
Rzeznikiewicz, told me 
politely that he couldn't sell 
me that sink because he was 
holding it for а woman who 
didn't know it was there. 
“She thinks | get things like 
that every week," he said. 
“So I'm hanging onto it for a 
while to teach her a lesson." 

Rudy agreed to sell us a 
Dutch door for our side 


entry. Elsewhere, at Vermont 
Salvage Exchange Company 
in White River Junction, we 
acquired a large double front 
door from an 1890s town 
house and a dozen interior 
doors from a monastery. The 
monastery doors were mor- 
tised together out of nut- 
brown poplar, which would 
show off the silver door 
hardware Karen's mother 
had rescued from her child- 
hood home. They were pre- 
hung and cost only $75 
each, which I gleefully calcu- 
lated was half the price of a 
new door. Back home, my 
electrician, who was a spoil- 
sport, remarked that we 
would need to spend a 
month stripping paint (proba- 
bly lead) or pay somebody 
$175 a door to do the job for 
us. This was a lesson we 
knew by heart but couldn't 
get into our heads: Lovely 
old things always end up 
costing double what you'd 
pay for something new. 

To the electrician, archi- 
tectural salvage wasn't a 
hobby—but a form of insan- 
ity. | sometimes thought he 
had a point. One emporium 
Karen and 1 visited was sell- 
ing a mantel from a Vander- 
bilt mansion, and ! was 
tempted by a circular stair- 
way from the mansion of 


Henry Holt, founder and 
namesake of the company 
that publishes my books. 
Unfortunately, the stairs 
cost more than my last 
advance. Another salvage 
firm advertised "elements of 
Battle of Gettysburg Field 
Hospital Barn. Blood-stained 
lumber. No gimmicks!" I fig- 
ured I'd rather bloody my 
own lumber. 

We were content with our 
double entry doors, even if 
they had merely opened and 
closed, in anger or love, on 
10,000 unknown souls. We 
took the doors home to our 
finish carpenter, John Eaton, 
who spent the better part of a 
week to nurture them back to 
health and fit them with 
weather strip and our old 
hardware. The doors gave the 
whole front of the house a 
new character. But the elec- 
trician just rolled his eyes. 
*For what they cost," he said, 
“you could've got пісе new 
doors with thermal glass." 

I nodded. Then I shut 
the doors in his face with a 
thunk. "It's a hobby," I 
explained. | slid the refur- 
bished dead bolts into the 
sill and the lintel. “And with 
what it's costing me,” I 
added, “I’m not gonna get 
to your bill till sometime 
next year." 
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idea suggested by the icky room worked out? Is it possible to 
build a new old house, and should anybody really want to? 
A degree of skepticism seems warranted on several counts. Back 
in the 1980s, a housewright in our area collected old houses 
scheduled for demolition, relocated them and rebuilt them 
on solid modern foundations. The project failed. The house- 
wright (a word that can be loosely interpreted to mean finished 
construction costs of $350 a square foot) had blown out the 
backs of the old houses to accommodate the spacious kitchens 
and bedrooms that upscale buyers expect. But walking through 
the cozy little front rooms of a center-chimney colonial and 
then out into a kitchen the size 
of a handball court felt fake. So 
we worried about the balance of 
old and new in our house. 

The housewright had the 
advantage in purity of materials. 
Our budget obliged us to use wall- 
board, for instance, where he used 
plaster. But it seemed to me that 
this mattered less than getting the 
proportions right and, in that 
regard, we had a distinct edge: 
Whereas an 18th-century farm- 
house has small rooms and a 
degree of inconvenience, flow- 
ing open space was the heart of 
the Shingle Style movement. It 
was a much easier model to adapt 
for modern living. 

A critic with an eye for archi- 
tectural history might quibble that 
the kitchen and family room are 
too large for the 1880s. But the 
day the wallboard taper finished 
up, visitors started to ask, “Is this 
a new house or an old one?” The 
front doors, which we'd acquired 
from architectural salvage, seemed 
in particular to trigger the time- 
warp response, and the first thing 
any visitor to the house touched 
was genuinely old: the family door 
hardware, which we had sent out to be re-nickeled. 

Because these details mattered so much, we hired our finish 
carpenter, John Eaton, by the hour. We knew from his work on our 
old house that he could be fussy and slow. But he also had a good 
eye, a knack for solid work and a way of politely ignoring my 
attempts to get him to do a faster or cheaper job. Sometimes, to my 
horror, he would rip out the work he'd done the day before, 
announcing that, in the middle of the night, he'd come up with a 
better way. His standards were much higher than ours. But I find 
that I like living with small details done right. 

Inevitably there were also things we did wrong. In particular, I 
liked the feeling, at our old house, that salvaging old materials 
and bringing life back to a beautiful building were more or less envi- 
ronmentally sound. À new house builder has no such reassurance. 
The lumber for a merely average new house comes from cutting 


down about 2 acres of forest and, while forests are renewable, I went 
into this project believing that some forests—old growth, for 
instance—should be cut only selectively or not at all. 

I made a point of avoiding tropical rain-forest woods. For 
instance, ipe, a dense, durable hardwood, would have been per- 
fect for the porch deck—except that most ipe is illegally harvested 
in the Amazon. I used Port Orford cedar instead. But I had no 
way of knowing whether the cedar, any more than the ipe, was com- 
ing from well-managed forest or from an old-growth clear-cut. These 
are not distinctions the average lumberyard makes, at least not yet. 
But suppliers of sustainably harvested lumber are becoming more 
common in this country. (I’ve listed 
some sources in the Directory, on 
page 119.) If I were to do it over, 
Га include them in the planning 
well before breaking ground. 

Timing was the other thing we 
got wrong. We allowed just two 
months between our first look at 
the blueprints and groundbreak- 
ing. But the choices that go into a 
new house are tantalizing and 
almost endless. A first-time 
builder is a bit like a Russian 
bread-line refugee making his first 
visit to the Stop & Shop. There 
is a product for every possible 
need. For instance, one built-in 
refrigerator has a light that can be 
set to shut off on a weekly sched- 
ule to conform with Orthodox 
Jewish observance of Shabbat, the 
Sabbath. This is probably a frill 
for an Irish Catholic. (My mom 
thinks we should have a fridge 
that says, "It's Friday. Eat fish.") 
But the natural tendency is to wal 
low for a while in all these 
options. It seems logical not to 
choose faucets or floor tiles or 
countertops until you have a clear 
picture of the room in which they 
will be featured. But waiting till 
construction begins is like making that first visit to the Stop & Shop 
in a go-cart. The plumber needs to install a sink, so you grab the 
first decent vanity you can lay your hands on—and live to regret 
the choice long afterward. Choosing finishing touches early is par- 
ticularly important with a new old house. If you find a perfect 
old set of pocket doors, or if you want to use a stained-glass tran- 
som over the living room door, your framer needs to know before 
the walls of the house go up. 

So now we are living in our house, with a long list of jobs 
still to do and newel posts to puzzle over. As in our old house, the 
more we work, the more the new house seems to become ours. 
This morning, Jamie and Ben were putting a second coat of paint 
on the kitchen ceiling. I offered to help, but they wouldn't let 
me. *This ceiling belongs to us," said Ben. 

I nodded and backed away. “I know the feeling," I said. ж 
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OPPOSITE PAGE: “Pm trying 
to revive the concept of 
the master builder, the guy 
whose knowledge and skill 
encompassed the entire 
process,” says Jack Sobon, 
perched on the unfinished 
frame of Tom and Ellen 
Grabam's house in Lenox 
Dale, Massachusetts. THIS 
PAGE: A crotch of ash in the 
Grahams’ house supports a 
collar tie and a curved tim- 
ber known as а cruck. 
Sobon bas two similar 
crotcbed timbers in bis own 
house, “My daughters like 
to climb up and sit in them 
all the time,” he says. 
“They call them the ‘trees. 


TREE FRAMER 


Jack Sobon builds storybook houses that 


celebrate nature’s unpredictable curves 


The house is full of trees. With half the frame erected, untamed tree-pieces already abound. In what will 


be the living room, the crotched trunk of a great elm holds a 400-pound pine beam aloft with its two 
5-inch-thick arms, like Atlas supporting the universe. On the second floor, four pairs of gracefully angled 
timbers— two of pine, one ash, one black cherry—arch 20 feet and clasp at the ridge, resembling 


BY BRAD LEMLEY PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHEAL McLAUGHLIN 


An addition Sobon built in 1989 
for a bouse in East Otis, Massa 

chusetts features a “timber screen” 
between two rooms. The vertical 
members (from far left, fore- 
ground) are oak, red maple, white 
birch and American beech. “Liv 
ing with them is spiritual,” says 
home owner Kathleen Williams. 
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the ribs of an inverted schooner. In the future entry- 
hall, bathroom and laundry, posts of Eastern hop 
hornbeam bulge with burls, inviting fingers to 
explore their swirling grain. 

On a sparkling morning in the Berkshire 
foothills of western Massachusetts, 120 volunteers 
have shown up to help Jack Sobon raise an extra- 
ordinary house of his own design, the frame undu- 
lating with twisted, bent, forked, knobbed and 
otherwise idiosyncratic tree trunks and branches. 
Now, a team of 25 men and 5 women—includ- 
ing a railroad engineer, a landscaper, a well driller, 
an attorney, a nurse and an antique-toy store 


owner—stands up the last of four 2,000-pound 


assemblies of posts and beams that will support the 
main part of the house. Each 24-foot-long struc- 
ture, as it drops with a thunk into pockets chiseled 
into the € ck, incorporates a new surprise, à new 
curve asserting itself against a rectilinear world. 
Sobon is a big, robust guy, 43 years old, his fair 
skin perpetually sun-and-wind-burned by a life lived 
outdoors, After pressing a level against a pine post 
and grunting as he pushes the timber plumb, he 
tips back his Shaker-style straw hat and runs a hand 
across the tight white grain of a forked ash branch. 
The ash will never be finished with paint, stain or oil; 
time will bestow its patina. In most of the 50 build- 
ings Sobon has designed and erected since 1980, the 
tree-forms become as smooth as obsidian as hands 


compulsively caress them through the years." People 
are starved for romance, for texture, for something 
real," Sobon says. "That's why they come to us." 

He calls his style Organic Medieval Revival. “1 
make storybook houses. I’ve actually had clients 
bring in children's books. They will show me a pic- 
ture of the rabbit family living in a warren with tre 
roots everywhere and say, ‘Something like that.’ 

Sobon happily obliges, incorporating various tree- 
parts into nearly all of his structures. Sometimes 
he harvests them from his own 73-acre wood lot 
near the western Massachusetts town of Windsor 
Sometimes—as in the case of the elm—he takes them 
from the land on which the house is built. Sobon 
frames many of his houses with crucks: the old Eng- 
lish term for curved or doglegged timbers that form 
both walls and roof. He makes room dividers out 
of whole trees. He makes collar ties out of beams 
with sweeping curves. He makes balusters out of 
peeled sticks. In his own house, even the toilet paper 
holder is a tree-part: an L-shaped pine branch per- 
fectly angled to support a roll of Charmin. 

Out of reverence for these natural forms, Sobon 
prepares them for assembly almost entirely with 
hand tools. The time and effort expended for 
today's raising is typical of all of Sobon's pro- 
jects. After an ox team hauled the logs out of the 
woods, Sobon, his assistant, David Bowman, and 
apprentice, Neil Godden, spent seven months hew- 


ing, notching, boring and planing the 330 pieces of this frame, using 
tools gleaned from flea markets and antique-tool dealers: drawknives, 
spokeshaves, broadaxes, bitbraces, boring machines, hand planes, 
cleaving tools known as froes, and huge timber chisels called slicks. 
A grim but noble ordeal? Sobon laughs. “Not at all. We'll actu- 
ally argue over who gets to work on a certain piece.” 

Sobon, then, bucks a trend. While he celebrates nature’s unpre- 
dictable curves, nearly all of the modern building profession acts 
as a high-powered curve-exterminating enterprise, The logger har- 
vests only the straightest trees in the forest. Carpenters, cursing 
boards for even the subtlest warp, encase them in floors, walls and 
ceilings, employing dozens of tricks to nail, screw and glue them 
into reluctant, perfect linearity. Lately, the battle to vanquish trees’ 
curves has intensified such that the spruce in the forest and the 
spruce in the wall bear no resemblance to each other. Now trees 
are chopped, resin- 
coated and pressed 
into identical I-joists, 
laminated veneer lum- 
ber and oriented 
strand board, straight 
as a taut string. All 
that survives of the 
tree’s original integrity 
is the fiber, and in the 
case of particleboard, 
not even that. 

But it’s all wrong, 
says Sobon. During a 
break, eating his veg- 
etarian lunch of beans 
and macaroni salad, 
he surveys the frame 
with obvious pleasure. 
Already, the crowd of 
volunteer house-rais- 
ers is charmed. Kids 
peek through the 
crotches, Their par- 
ents gently rub the 
burls. Owner Ellen Graham, who will live here with her hus- 
band, Tom, and their four kids, is almost beside herself with delight. 
“Do you think anyone who visits my house will ever be able to for- 
get it?” she says, “Jack is amazing.” 

“In houses, in architecture, everywhere in this age, everything 
is mirror flat, straight, perfect, coated with thick urethane,” Sobon 
says. “Most houses nowadays are like hospitals or like motel rooms. 
I honestly think that’s why people move every three or four years. 
They have no connection to their home. It’s just another imper- 
sonal, anonymous box. It isn't enhancing their lives. 

*We go into the woods with the clients, pick the trees and cut 
them down. They get to see the oxen grunting and snorting. They 
see us working on these curved members with hand tools. They're 
just amazed, thrilled by the whole experience. The house comes 
to them with a context, a history that they're buying as much as 
they're buying the house itself." 

But the truly transforming experience, Sobon says, is living in 
daily, intimate contact with the wild tree-forms. *Humans don't 


The finished frame fulfills a longtime dream 
of owner Tom Graham. "I'm a tree guy,” 


be says. “To me, the bouse feels natural.” 


have sharp edges and perfectly machined surfaces, Our houses should 
be like we are. We need to move toward graceful, curving members 
with subtly mottled colors. Your psyche likes natural forms, the look 
of a wave, a mountain, a snowdrift, a tree branch. Who doesn’t feel 
better walking on a forest path instead of down a corridor in an 
office building?” 

Kathleen Williams, whose house received a Sobon-designed addi- 
tion in 1989, is more succinct. “It feels like the trees are still alive,” 
she says. 

Back to work. Bowman directs the ground crew to lift a 500- 
pound 36-foot-long top plate into position for installation. The fact 
that Sobon embraces nat- 
ural forms doesn’t mean 
preparing these timbers was 
simple; it was, in fact, con- 
siderably more challenging 
than traditional timber- 
framing, as each curved or 
serpentine member had to 
be custom-scribed and 
carved to join its neighbors. 
And when the group low- 
ers this plate onto a com- 
plex room divider made of 
tree parts and Sobon 
whacks the top with a huge 
wooden mallet he calls a 
“commander,” 18 mortises 
slide over 18 tenons, 

Perfectly, 

“Whoa,” says опе 
worker. “Precision fit.” 

All day, never once does 
Sobon glance at the plans as 
he directs placement of a 
mind-bending assortment 
of parts: sill girders, princi- 
pal posts, story posts, tie 
beams, jowled posts, purlin 
plates, lean-to ties, valley 
rafters, dormer ties, cruck 
packing, and  lean-to 
rafters, *What plans?" he 
says. "I've built this place a 
dozen times in my head." 

А commotion on the 
house's west side draws his 
attention. “Ве careful with those crucks," Sobon says as eight 
men begin to manhandle one up to the second floor. “It’s better 
to take the skin off your knuckles than to scratch one of them." The 
guys chuckle, but their movements become more delicate, respect- 
ful. When they hammer home the hand-carved oak pegs that fix the 
crucks at the floor and roof peak, they've left nary a mark. 

Sometimes, as Sobon frets over his precious timbers, he has to 
marvel at the irony. Growing up some 25 miles north of here in 
Adams, Massachusetts, the son of a heavy equipment operator, 
he loved to sprawl on a hillside on a lazy summer afternoon watch- 
ing his dad demolish old timber-framed mill buildings. *He'd grab 


Wielding a 20-pound maple mallet, 
Sobon drives home a hand-carved oak 
peg. He offsets connecting holes Бу \% 
inch, so that pounding in the pegs 
draws the joints snug. 
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them with that crane clamshell and rip them apart, and now I’m 
putting them back up by hand,” he says with a wry smile. “Back 
then, I thought what he did was so cool. It was the "60s, and every- 
one knew those places were archaic. Smash 'em!" 

Always a compulsive builder, at age 10 Sobon spent weeks re- 
creating the downtowns of Manhattan, Boston and Albany out 
of plastic blocks, poring over encyclopedias and maps to make sure 
every detail was perfect. From age 12 on, Sobon dreamed of design- 
ing gleaming skyscrapers 
or mile-high dams, his 
imagination fired by gee- 
whiz futuristic visions in 
Popular Science magazine. 

But midway through 
his architectural training 
at the Rhode Island 
School of Design, he grew 
disenchanted with the 
pretentious edifice of 
postmodern design. “1 
realized that there was 
nothing real about it. It 
was all just for effect. Stu- 
dents would follow like 
sheep. There was a whole 
crowd—the black-clothes, 
pointy-shoes, wire-rim- 
glasses people—and they 
would copy whatever 
strange idea was taught.” 
One professor, he recalls, 
mentioned a particularly 
tortured landscape treat- 
ment called a bosque, 
which involved planting 
trees in a grid and shear- 
ing their tops and bot- 
toms to form perfect 
planes “like a hung ceil- 
ing,” says Sobon. When 
the students were 
assigned to dream up a 
landscape for a town on 
Martha’s Vineyard, he 
adds, “Everyone’s plan but mine featured a bosque. It was nuts. 
The town was laid out during the picturesque movement, so an 
artificial landscape like that was completely inappropriate.” 

Intrigued by the nascent revival of post-and-beam architecture, 
Sobon took a summer job in 1976 with timber-frame-barn spe- 
cialist Richard Babcock, dismantling old barns and then reassem- 
bling them into homes “mostly for wealthy artist types,” he says. 
“I had originally thought these old barns were so primitive, but 
the more I delved into them, the more I saw that those guys knew 
more than we did.” One example: Sobon noted that the scarf— 
a lapped joint used to splice two or more short beams into one 
long one—was never placed directly over a post, but rather over 
a post’s diagonal brace. “It doesn’t seem sensible, but if you do the 
loading equations, that turns out to be the optimum place for a 


Joined by some of the 120 volunteers who helped raise his house, Tom Gra- 
ham pays tribute to the trees that make up the frame by affixing a pine bough to 
the peak. “We need more community activities in this society,” says Sobon. “Too 
many Americans drive into their garage at night and just close their door." 


scarf joint. Most modern timber framers put it over the post, 
but that’s absolutely wrong. I found dozens of things like that.” 

Increasingly, Sobon found himself identifying with craftsmen 
from a bygone ега, On his own as a contractor in 1980, he decided 
to construct a 12-by-15-foot toolshed in Richmond, Massachusetts, 
using only hand tools. “Everyone told me I was crazy, but my sus- 
picion was it couldn’t be as hard as we think it was. People had built 
structures this way for thousands of years, and they weren’t super- 
human. I built it, and I 
made money on the job. I 
learned to respect the old 
tools. A writer friend once 
said, ‘Power tools are a veil 
between you and your 
work,’ and I think that’s 
exactly right.” 

In 1984, Sobon erected 
a cruck-framed cottage for 
his girlfriend, Susan, reviv- 
ing the medieval practice of 
forming both walls and 
roof with boomerang- 
shaped timbers. As perhaps 
the ultimate satisfied-cus- 
tomer endorsement, Susan 
married him. He went on 
to build six more cruck 
structures, The Grahams’ 
will be his eighth. 

"| guess Im Мг 
Cruck,” he says. “I’ve cer- 
tainly built more than any 
other living human being.” 

At 5:17 p.m., Godden 
smacks the last peg into a 
rafter’s tenon with his 
rawhide-faced mallet. 
Sobon, directing the activ- 
ity for the last eight hours, 
suddenly finds himself lit- 
erally spinning on his heel 
in the center of the frame, 
seeking something else that 
needs doing. “Is that it?” 
he asks. Scattered applause breaks out among the crew. They've 
erected the frame of a five-bedroom, three-bath, 2,500-square-foot 
house in one day, and the sun still hangs just above the foothills. 

Sobon wanders through the ground floor. Many modern tim- 
ber-frames are made from a single species of wood—oak or Dou- 
glas fir, usually—but he follows the old practice of mixing species 
to maximize their strengths and create visual variety. This house 
incorporates white pine, red spruce, balsam fir, Eastern hemlock, 
red maple, sugar maple, American beech, white ash, black cherry, 
American elm, Eastern hop hornbeam, white birch and yellow 
birch—it's an Eastern mixed-wood forest in a house. Timber 
framers also tend to use just a few beam sizes—only 8x8s and 
8x6s, for example—but Sobon employs at least a dozen sizes, 
crafting the more delicate structures such as dormers with pieces 
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as small as 3x3. * That's how the old places were built,” he says. 
“And it’s how bones work.” 

Americans, he says, don’t ask nearly enough of the people who 
design and build their houses. “If you moye out of your house, 
that house is a failure. Forget about job changes. That shouldn't 
matter. If people had the right house, they would change careers 
before they changed houses. А good house will inspire you, It 


Sobon chisels a mortise in a 
pine beam for a house frame. 
More than a decade of chis- 
eling, peeling and planing 
ұ timbers has transformed the 
yard in front of bis work 
Жор; “The shavings are 3 
feet deep now,” be says. 


will encourage you to put down roots. You'll build a garden and 
orchards. Maybe you've met people who live in a house like that, 
and you've said, ‘These people are go-getters, they're so ener- 
getic. Wow, look at what they've done here.'" 

Sobon looks through the framework into the trees. 

* Maybe they're no different from you," he says. *Maybe they 
just have the right house," @ 
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Rocks lying randomly а are Ki inessed into Bus by skillful f 
stonemasons to create a carefully fitted veneer over the D 
_ Dream House's poured-concrete foundation. Before Delfim 
„‚ Ventura and bis coworkers are finished, they'll bave 
selected, shaped and mortared into place at least 50 tons f 
of rock, lifting each stone four or five times as they chip 
and fit, chip and joint, in pursuit of the perfect contour < 
and a tight fit. "It's an easy job," Ventura says with a PS 
н grin, knowing you've seen that it isn’t easy at all. 
Б د‎ 


dreamhouse 


FACED 


Dressing a foundation with 


When stonemason Delfim Ventura steps up to 
: i PUE rocks gathered from fields 


the concrete wall and lifts his right hand, he has 


i ў i and riverbeds gives bland 
no idea someone is watching, so what he does 


next is doubly absorbing. Eyeing the stones he’s concrete a lively expression 
already put in place, he traces the thin flowing 
line of a mortar joint with his fingers, moving 
them back and forth on the wall swiftly, grace- 
fully, rhythmically, swaying his body like a conductor in front of a silent orchestra. When he 
knows how the stone melody will continue, Ventura picks up a nearly 2-foot-long rock, hefts 
it into place, checks the fit and marks it with a bit of rubble. Then he lowers the 50-pound 
hunk back to the ground and begins chipping at the edges with a mason’s hammer. By the end 
of the day, he'll have done all of this 100 times. 

Ventura is laying up stones along the wall that forms the long, south-facing porch at This 
Old House magazine’s Wilton, Connecticut, Dream House. When the job is done, most of the 
exposed foundation will gain a fieldstone veneer and project the illusion of a solid-stone pedestal 
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Plain-faced foundations often hide behind shrubs and 
flowers but, with a stone veneer, they can stand out on 
their own. The recipe for a retrofit includes not only the 
ы stone апда way to support it but also a cover over the 
М top course to keep water from seeping in behind it. At 
the Dream House, a 4-inch-by-4-inch angle iron bolted to 
the concrete with expansion anchors will support the 
я A stone оп fouñdation walls that rise по more than 5 feet. 


The framed walls will flare out over the top of the 6-inch- 
thick stone, a common Shingle Style detail. On a house 
where a flare isn't practical or appropriate, the stone can 
be sliced into 1-inch slabs to reduce the siding-to-stone 
ы transition to à minimal bump-out that can be covered 
with flashing. "When you look at thin stone on a wall, you 
Ё сап barely tell if it's 1 or 8 inches thick,” says Bob Rizzo, 
а general manager at O&G Industries, a Torrington, 
" Connecticut, stone distributor. “Only the outside 
Е give it away.” Whatever its thickness, the stone must 
held to the wall with aluminum ties (inset) with 
= >a masonry-piercing nails about every squai t. 


r 


supporting the ram- 
bling Shingle Style 
house.  Ventura's 
work will come 
close to matching 
the real thing: the 
turn-of-the-century 
foundations that 
inspired this look. *In the earliest Shingle Style houses, stone would 
have been the first choice when the designer's aim was to suggest a 
rustic house growing out of the landscape," says Yale architectural 
historian Vincent Scully. Today, a stone foundation would be far more 
expensive and difficult to build and potentially weaker than poured 
concrete. So laying up a 6-inch-thick veneer—what Scully calls a 
“wallpapering of the foundation"—is a sensible compromise. 
Eighty feet away from the wall, two piles of rock sit atop the 
muddy ground. One consists of veneer stones, 
which are larger and flatter and have straighter 
edges than those in the pile of rounds, which 
in reality are far from round. Ventura and 
coworkers Paulo Rodrigues and Tony Morais 
will save the veneer stones for the wall's 
perimeter and corners and cover the rest of the 
concrete with the others. Rodrigues has hauled 
and dumped some of each, seemingly at ran- 
dom, along the foot of the wall. From this 
rocky cacophony, Ventura creates new music. 
A couple of days ago he laid a bottom course 
of large veneer stones to suggest stable support 
for those that followed. He set them on a 4- 
inch-deep shelf of concrete block built up from 
the footing to support the veneer's consider- 
able weight, about 60 pounds a square foot. 
Then he began adding stones of various sizes 
and shapes, maintaining a generally horizon- 
tal bias by setting them on their longer sides. 
To keep the face flat, Ventura used a length 
of mason's twine as a guide, keeping it tightly 
stretched across the wall, about 6 inches out from the concrete. 
Now, every foot or two, Rodrigues bangs a wall tie into the con- 
crete with a power nailer. The short aluminum straps sit between 
joints and anchor stones to the wall. As Ventura shapes each stone 
and mortars it into place, Rodrigues fills in the space behind it with 


more mortar. Ven- 
tura prefers the dri- 
est possible mortar 
because it's stronger, 
dries quicker and 
doesn't run out of 
the joint and dirty 
up the stone. 

Like a pool player setting up his shots, Ventura thinks ahead as 
he works, by at least two stones and sometimes by as many as 
five. “Most good masons know what combinations work," says This 
Old House stonemason Roger Hopkins. “So you set aside corners 
and tops and the ones you know will make good V-valleys” (a V- 
shaped joint above which another stone would neatly fit). Ventura 
hasn't set anything aside; he seems to have done it in his head. When 
he needs a stone, he strolls over to it, passing up many others, as 
if he’d marked it on a mental map. He varies the 
shapes and sizes, but keeps the joints consistently 
tight with recessed mortar, which he scrapes out 
with a homemade tool, a 16d nail driven into the 
end of a bit of broomstick. After Ventura 
scratches out the mortar with the nailhead, 
Rodrigues or Morais cleans and smooths the 
joint with a big brush. With the wall near com- 
pletion, the mortar lines flow along it in thin 
waves. “Every good wall has a rhythm,” Hop- 
kins says. And it’s different for each wall, the 
result of a stonemason’s particular style. 

Connecticut fieldstone costs $100 to $125 
a ton—which covers 30 to 35 square feet— 
plus $20 to $30 a square foot to install. With 
a bigger budget, Cromwell might have chosen 
a different look, perhaps using stones with 
more jagged faces or a greater range of colors. 
“The Shingle Style is a rustic style, and that’s 
the look you want in the stone.” says Dream 
House project architect Gary Brewer. “It’s all 
about natural materials that work together 
because of their textures—sawn shingles and rough stone.” 

Not to mention the careful, high-spirited labors of the stone- 
mason and his friends. As Ventura tools a joint and Rodrigues 
mixes mud, Morais looks up from shaping a stone and smiles as 
all three of them spontaneously burst into song. 
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here's no single right way,” 
says Dream House project architect 
Gary Brewer of the infinite variety of 
patterns and looks that can be 
achieved with veneer stone. Yet 
whatever the pattern and the shape 
of the rock—rounded, squared off or 
irregular—Brewer believes in following 
some basic rules as to how it should 
be arranged on a wall. "You want to 
avoid long vertical or horizontal joint 
lines by using a mix of sizes and plac- 
ing them so they don't appear to 
be formally 
coursed like 
brick," he 
says. "And with 
Shingle Style 
and other 
traditional 
designs, the 
rougher the 
stone the bet- 


In the renovation of a 1906 
Colonial Revival in Massa- 
chusetts, architect Robert A.M. ter. Masons 
Stern designed new stonework, 


left, to echo the original pat- tend to face 
tem on the right. the smoothest 
side of the 


stone outward, but it's often appropri- 
ate and more rustic to use the jagged 
side. And you want a very narrow, 
deeply recessed joint profile that 
reveals more of the rock. The way 

it’s laid is almost more important 

than the stone itself.” 
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RIVER ROCK 
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Just as an exquisite frame glorifies a 
work of art, a roof can add great 
visual impact. And with Celotex® 
Premium Laminated Shakes the 
beauty is more than just visual. They 
are made to withstand damaging 
brute-force winds and wind-blown 
fiery embers. And they come with 
25 years to lifetime [7 i 
warranties, plus they 
have earned the 
Good Housekeeping 


Seal. АП very comforting benefits 
indeed, but when you see the pro- 
nounced shadow effects created by 
the husky thickness seen only in a 
cedar shake roof...well, just look for 
a Celotex Roofing Contractor in the 
Yellow Pages. They are ready and 
waiting to show you shakes that 

WC: are too beautiful to be 
M called just shingles. They 
2 will give ad home the 
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Beauty is more than 
skin deep. 


New from GE Silicones, 
WeatherMate” Exterior Wood Cleaner and Protector 
cleans and protects your investment. 


Some wood protectors And because the prod- 
ask a lot. Lots of tools, time- GE Silicone: uct is made by GE, you can 
consuming application, WeatherMate™ protector count on getting more — 
clean up that feels like ^s à more performance, more 
torture. So you have to give ae coverage, more satisfaction. 
up your whole weekend. i So don’t put the whole 

Well, now you have an weekend aside to do your 
alternative. The GE WeatherMate™ Kit. deck. And add something new to your life. 

With WeatherMate™ you'll quickly clean A little relaxation. 
and protect 500 square feet of deck. The spr: 
bottles easily attach to a garden hose = so you 

an clean and protect your investment using 

silicone technology that pen 

wood for long-lasting protection, 


GE Silicones 


AMERICAN 
Landmark American designs and their influence on your house 


CLASSICAL GRANDEUR 


Melrose, a gracious Greek Revival in Natchez, Mississippi, 
embodies an appealing combination of elegance and practicality 


IF HOUSES HAVE FACES, THIS ONE IS OPEN, INVITING AND RICH—A GLORIOUS GREEK REVIVAL PORCH 
shading gracefully lacy cast-iron railings and warm, red-brick walls covered with painted stucco. 
From a distance on the front lawn, the rear outbuildings appear to be attached, broadening 
an already generous facade. The balustered widow’s walk is like a crown. Anyone arriving would 
feel welcome—and impressed. 

That's just what John T. МеМиггап intended. His house was built to display its owners’ wealth 
and social standing. McMurran, a clever Pennsylvanian, studied law in Ohio and 
sought his fortune in Natchez, Mississippi, epicenter of the cotton-growing ante- 
bellum South. He married well and, in 1841, hired architect-builder Jacob 
Byers to create a showplace atop a breezy 133-acre hill 3 miles east of town. 
McMurran, of Scots ancestry, named the house for Melrose Abbey, the setting of 
Sir Walter Scott’s romance The Lay of the Last Minstrel. Construction took 
four years and, when Melrose was finished, people rode for miles to admire it. 
And its reputation grew. In Byers’s 1852 obituary, the house was called the 
“best edifice in the state of Mississippi.” 

Today, Melrose survives as a splendid example of a style that swept not only 
Natchez but also the nation. During the early 1800s, Greek Revival was virtu- 
ally the American national architecture. The generous proportions, the formal 
serenity taken from Greek temples, the columns, pilasters, porticoes, pediments, 
cornices—all said we Americans took ourselves seriously, saw ourselves as inher- 
itors of a noble tradition. By 1842, Greek Revival was so widespread that the archi- 
tect Alexander Jackson Davis remarked that it was hard for visitors in American 
towns to “distinguish between a church, a bank and a hall of justice.” He might have added 
the houses of Natchez gentry, for whom the style 
held special appeal. “Classical architecture like 
this—so clean, bright, stern and rational—can mean 
anything you want it to mean,” says Vincent Scully, 


BY JACK McCLINTOCK 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL GRIMM an architectural historian at Yale. “To the South, it 


represented Greek democracy, which was slave- 
owning democracy.” 

Behind the facade of classical ideals at Melrose is a harsh historical reality: The house was built 
and maintained with slave labor. Nearly a century and a half after the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion, however, what is most striking about the McMurrans' hilltop mansion is the appealing com- 
bination of elegance and practicality in the design. “The high ceilings and scale give the house 
majesty, but they also help keep it cool,” says Kathleen Jenkins, Melrose’s museum specialist from 
the National Park Service, which bought the property in 1990. “You had to have comparably 
scaled furnishings, which add to the grandeur of the interior. There’s a constant play between 
the simple forms and rich surfaces. Greek Revival is very sophisticated but also very serene. It 


makes people feel good in a harried world.” 

The full-height columned portico at Melrose supports a classic pediment, 
Greek to its bones as well as apt in Mississippi. “The overhanging porches 
suited our hot, humid climate, and so did the brick, because there’s no stone 
in Natchez,” Jenkins says. Sparing no expense, the McMurrans hired a mason 
to lay fine, locally fired brick for walls that are up to 2 feet thick. Doors are 
topped with horizontal transoms and surrounded by narrow sidelights of 
rectangular panes—two more Greek Revival elements. Parts of the facade were 
stuccoed, scored to resemble stone blocks and then tinted and veined like marble, 
“one block cream, one rose, with white in the cuts,” Jenkins says. 

Craftsmen hand-made the moldings, columns, windows and other details 
from fine local cypress, and other craftsmen faux-painted 
some of the cypress to resemble the golden oak of Eng- 
land. The finish looks quite real—except that the metal 
hinges and screw heads are wood-grained too. An ivory 
medallion is set into the newel post of the central stair- 
case. “There’s a myth that this is a brag button to show 
the mortgage was paid off,” Jenkins says. “But there never 
was a mortgage on this house.” 

Neatly dividing the space inside are a deep foyer and 
a great hall beyond it. Underfoot, these grand rooms have 
something rare: original English floor cloths, woven of hemp 
and block-printed to look like tiles or carpet. The floor 
cloths are believed to be the only ones in America still in their original location. 

Paralleling these central rooms to the right, from front to rear, lie the drawing room, parlor and library. 
Pocket doors separate them but, when the doors open, the rooms 
combine to form a huge, richly furnished salon. Much of the 
McMurrans' furniture is still here, some made by Joseph Meeks 
of New York City and Charles White of Philadelphia. It is plush 
rococo-revival stuff, the chair arms carved with elaborate swirls 
of leaves and creatures’ faces—wacky-looking faces with oddly 
contorted bills. Jenkins taps one fondly with a finger. “They’re not 
really ducks and not really dolphins,” she says. “Just whimsical.” 

To the left of the foyer is the dining room and, hanging above 
the mahogany and cherry table, the house’s oddest feature: a 
punkah, It’s a fly fan—an imperial English affectation from India 
via the West Indies—a large, flat, carved mahogany paddle 
that sweeps back and forth above the table, whisking away flies 
and cooling privileged diners, powered by a slave hauling on a 
rope. In every room, large windows admit the muggy air. Also 
in some rooms, a crank rings a bell outside to summon a slave. 

When Т.К. Wharton, a British architect, visited Melrose in 1859, 
he described the grounds as “looking for all the world like an Eng- 
lish park,” Near the house, the land was manicured, civilized by 
an ornamental cypress pond and formal garden with urns. 
deners had sculpted the more distant land into romantic pas- 
toral vistas in the English manner, with meadows, fences, streams 
and grazing cattle, plus an American touch, the slave cemetery. 

The McMurrans left Melrose after the Civil War, having 
suffered financial reverses. “You wonder how a man who owns 
so much goes broke," marvels Fred Page, relaxing beside a white 
Doric column. Page, a black American, came to Melrose five 
decades ago, a teenager fresh from a Louisiana farm. He has 


r- 


worked here ever since as butler, driver, overseer and now 
National Park Service tour guide. 

In the late 1800s, Melrose was unoccupied except for two for- 
mer slaves, Jane Johnson and Alice Sims, who lived in an out- 
building. But when a New York socialite couple, George and Ethel 


Kelly, took up residence in 1901, they decided to preserve the house in its original form 
and to use the original furnishings, by then more than half a century old and decidedly 
out of style. Their decision was remarkable for the time—and lucky for posterity. Most 
Natchez manor-house owners were fashion chasers and, by the 1930s, only nine of the 
great suburban villas retained any significant amount of their original decorative 
art. But the Kellys simply whipped the dust covers off the furniture and moved in, even 


keeping the original drawing room drapes. 

The couple did have to do some work on the 
house, though. They gabled the formerly flat 
roof deck to shed water. They painted over the 
faux-marble stucco, which had deteriorated 
badly; there were no trained artisans to restore 
it. When cars became available around 1908, 
the Kellys bought one, built a driveway to the 
dairy building out back and installed garage 
doors. “Then of course they had to have a gas 
pump, an air compressor and a full-time 
mechanic who traveled everywhere with them 
to keep it running,” Jenkins says. 

Whenever the Kellys opened Melrose to the public, Page 
led the tours. He has a prodigious knowledge of the house— 
the location of the original kitchen, the identity of a little 
girl in a blurry daguerreotype. Page can give a crisp 15-minute 
spiel on the economics of cotton planting and its relationship 
to European trade in the 1850s and 1860s, including the num- 
bers of acres, bales, slaves, ships, miles and dollars in prof- 
its and taxes involved. He maintained the house, keeping the 
slave bells in working order for demonstration purposes. (Ethel 
Kelly used to summon him on an intercom.) And he served 
meals—always formally, elegantly, in multiple courses. Ethel 
Kelly, Page says, “lived a high, aristocratic life.” 

When oilman John Callon and his wife bought Melrose 
in 1976, they kept Page on. The house was “structurally per- 
fect,” Callon said later, and he—a seventh-generation 
Natchezian—tried to respect that while conducting his 
$2 million restoration. In 1978, he installed Melrose’s first 
central air-conditioning. “They switched it on, and the sound 
of the wood cracking was like gunshots,” Jenk- 
ins says. “It'd never been that dry.” Some base- 
boards and the punkah were damaged. Callon 
also installed 52 stereo speakers throughout the 
house, hooked up with 7 miles of copper wire. 
But he carefully stripped paint on the main 
entrance and the grained doors, and he tried to 
re-paper walls and re-cover furniture in his- 
torical approximations of the original fabrics. 

During the Callons’ renovation, workmen 
found a 100-pound Civil War cannonball and 
playfully rolled it around the yard for days. And 
Callon noticed what he called “dark brown 


Cool Ideas From a Grand House 
Modern home owners can take a few 
cues from Melrose about how to get a 
bit of air whispering past a sweaty 
cheek. A shady porch facing the pre- 
vailing westerly wind cooled air before 
it entered the house as well as shelter- 
ing the large windows and doors so 
they could remain open for continued 
air flow even when it rained. And the 
symmetrical Greek Revival floor plan 
incorporated a feature still prized by 
architects: cross ventilation. Windows 
and doors were set on an axis—one 
opposite another—making it easy for 
air to move through. 

The original owners of Melrose kept 
shrubbery away from the house not 
only to protect the foundation from 
invading roots but also to encourage 
air flow. Another clever landscaping 
trick was to vary large, open, sunny 
areas with shady glades, which actually 
created air currents—the sun-warmed 
air rose, pulling cooler air from the 
shade. The home owners also manipu- 
lated the indoor air flow. “Downstairs 
windows and doors were opened 
before bedtime and the exterior shut- 
ters were closed and locked for secu- 
rity. Then they'd go to the attic and 
open the clerestory windows. The 
accumulated hot air that had built up 
all day rushed up and out, pulling the 
cool air up the stairwell and cooling the 
house," says museum specialist Kath- 
leen Jenkins. “In the morning, once the 
house had cooled, the windows would 
be closed to keep the cool air in." 


somethings" on the floors of the foyer and great hall. These *somethings" turned out 
to be the rare and priceless floor cloths, almost unrecognizable because Ethel Kelly 
had been having them varnished annually, creating a preservation paradox. “You 
couldn't see the pattern,” Jenkins says, “but the varnish was protecting them." 

The National Park Service eventually bought Melrose to use, Jenkins says, as a 
“vehicle for interpreting the planter class of Natchez and the slaves who lived along- 
side them.” The park service removed the 52 speakers, installed sprinkler heads in 
the speakers’ place and put on a roof of Vermont purple slate. Inside, the parlor drapes, 


Behind the facade of classical 
ideals at Melrose is а harsh historical reality: 
The house was built aad maintained with slave labor. 
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which had turned a muddy brown after hanging since the late 1850s, 
were taken down and replaced with green-and-gold brocatelle 
just like the original—adding an intense and glorious money 

colored richness to the room 

A housewide search for artifacts led to several tantalizing dis 

coveries. In the attic, researchers found a cistern to capture roof 
runoff for a gravity-fed water system, which may even have flushed 
early indoor toilets, The cistern was lined with lead, perhaps the 
source of health problems among the McMurrans, whose daughter 
Mary Elizabeth Conner was a frail child and died at age 29 of 
anemia. In the joist bays between the first and second floors, a foot 


of sawdust acts as soundproofing, a clever idea that unfortunately 
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created a fire hazard in the early days of electrification. Power came 
to Melrose in 1923, when a movie company illuminated the house’s 
exterior for a film, The Heart of Maryland. Half a century later, the 
antebellum epics Beulah Land and Freedom Road were filmed partly 


at Melrose 


Fred Page knows the difference between movies and history, Dur 


the perfect setting for slave-era melodrama. 


ing his early years at Melrose, he slept in the old slave quarters 
and kept the slave bells ringing in memory of the blacks who once 
worked on the property. But he says he has never lost the sense of 
awe he felt when he first set eyes on Melrose and imagined what life 
must have been like for the masters of the house: "I thought it 


was a grand style of living, that's for sure.” ® 
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Because they offer an entire line of 
Ace Brand hand tools, from screwdrivers and 
Socket sets to hammers and wrenches. 


Each with a full lifetime warranty. 


ACE 


Brand Ace is the Place on the Net @ www.acehardware.com 


SE 


Steve 
Carmel Ace Hardware 


© 


Proud Sponsor of 


[ Io Old e 


on PBS 


сузо FLAS - мо PUROHASE NECS Y CF 
ез 


> 
4 т 


T T 277 


GIVEAWAY 


Ta 


fully furnished 
handise 


Watch HGTY's "Coastal Dream Home '99" special, 


, premiering February 7 at 9 PM ET/PT. Check local listings for additional 
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Ву design, we've given everyone — чаа i. We're proud of Caravan's 


a great view of the skyline. And 
provided protection from the heat 
of the sun. 


tight turning radius. You'll be 
a believer by the next turn. 


Two hot options: Dual zone temperature controls. 
And our newly available heated front seats. Very cool. 


Once around the block 
will convince you. 


Now that 
Caravan ES has 
a standard 3.8L 
engine, stop- 
and-go goes 
even faster. 


The key to a Caravan is its 
thoughtful features, its intelligent 
design, its available second sliding door, its Easy 
Out Roller Seats,’ and, of course, its optional Remote 
Keyless Entry system. 


When once around the block 
à. becomes all over the state, With options like 
® you'll love Caravan's anti-lock brakes, 
abundant compartments, traction control, 
b, cubbyholes, and and All-Wheel Drive, 
cupholders. you can handle it. 


Now 
on our ES, your CD 
controls are on the 
steering wheel, while 
you're sitting on 17" 
wheels and tires. How 
does that sound? 
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800-4-A-DODGE or www.4adodge.com 


Always use seat belts. Remember a backseat is the safest place for children 
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Where and when to watch This Old House and This Old House Classics 


Ф Indicates This Old House Classics, vintage episodes rebroadcast on commercial stations. 
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COLORADO WISP, Tho. 8:30 pm, WFYI, Sat. 10 am., Sun. 6 pm. WKON, Sam. Spa enano RAPIDS. 
BOULDER Set. 5:30 pam, Sun. 7 p.m. O WAIN Se 3:50 am. Weeds WGVU, Thu. 8:30 pm, 
KEDI, Wed. 3:30 a.m. and 5:30 “киш © WTHR, Sun. 630 a.m. ЖК, Sen. Spa. Sat, 10 am. 
pm, Sat. 5:30 pm, Sun. 4 pom. WACS, Tha. :30 pum, MERRILLVILLE ФОКА, Sun. 11 a.m. © WLLA, Sar. 2:30 pm. 
COLORADO SPRINGS. Sat. 5:30 pm, Sun. 7 p.m. WYIN, Tho. 7 pm., Sun. 3:30 p.m. PIKEVILLE KALAMAZOO: 
нып РАСА © KRDO, Sun. 11:30 a.m. БЕ MUNCIE МКР, Sun. $ p.m. WGVK, Thu. #30 pm., 
ГАЮ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. $ p.m. in V WHAZ, S. pm ЭПР, Sun. 4:30 p.m. SOMERSET Sat. 10am. 
MOUNT CHEAHA KRMA, Sat. 2 pum., Sun. 5:30 p.m. PELHAM SOUTH BEND NKSO, Sun. $ p.m. инине 
WCIQ, Thu. 8:30 p.m., Sat. 8 p.m. 9 KCNC, Sun. 1 a.m. WABW, Thu. $30 pm, © WEND, Son. 7:30 am. 6 WILX, Sat бат 
ALASKA GRAND JUNCTION Sat. 5:30 gun. Sun. 8 pon. WNIT, Wed. 7 pum., Sat. 2 p.m. pa =» 
p © KJCT, Sat. 1 pm. TERRE HAUTE WOMW, Sat 2:30 pom. 
SAVANNAH КІРА, Sun. 10 am. D 
KAKM, Mon. 6 рт, PUEBLO WVAN, Thu. 830 p.m, © WTWO, San. 6 am, ا‎ Pues 
Tha. 8:30 pam, Sar. 8:30 am. KTSC, Tha. 7:30 pm, Sat. 5:30 pam., Sun. 7 p.m. VINCENNES KLPB, Sun. 10 4m. WNMU, Sat. 1:30 pam. 
© KIMO, Sun, 3 p.m. Sat. 2:30 pm Ф WTOC, Sat. 2am WVUT, Sar. 12:30 pm. e KW), Son. 3 pm. MOUNT PLEASANT 
пами CONNECTICUT WAYCROSS iowa LAFAYETTE WCMU, Sat. 2:30 p.m. 
EM UN ten. WXGA, Thu. 8:30 pm, CEDAR RAPIOS KLPB, Sun. 10 am. UNIVERSITY CENTER. 
E а WEDW, Thu. 11:30 pan., Fri. noon, Sat. SOD pm. Sa bat © KWWL, Sun. 10 am. LAKE CHARLES WUCM, Tue. 12:30 pms 
ким Sat. 7 pum., San. 10:30 ала. wes COUNCIL BLUFFS KETI, Sun. 10 a.m. Sun. 5 pm. 
KTOO, Fri. 8 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m. WCES, Thu. 8:30 pm, : 
HARTFORD KBIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m, Sat. 1:30pm MONROE MINNESOTA 
ФКИ, Sun. 3 p.m. Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 7 pom. 
WEDH, Thu. 11:30 p.m, Fri. soon, DAVENPORT KLTM, Sun. 10 am. APUNG 
AMENA Ul riara yaad nawan КОСТ, Tee. 7 pan., NEW ORLEANS KSMN, Sat, 12:30 pan., Thu. 8 pom. 
PHOENIX | Sat. 6:30 am. WONOLULU Sat, $30 pm. WYES, Sat. KWCM, Sar. 12:30 pm., 
KAET, Thu. 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m, NEW HAVEN KHET, Sat. 7-30 a.m. 9 WQAD, Sos. 11 am. © WVUE, Sat. бат Thu. 8 pm. 
Sat. 10 am and $ p.m WEDY, Tho. 11:30 pum., Fri. noon, © KHNL, Sar. 430 pm DES MOINES. SHREVEPORT AUSTIN 
© KNXV, Sun. 10 ат. Sat. 7 p.m, Sun. 10:30 am. wanuku KDIN, Fri. 6:30 p.m., KLTS, Sun. 10 a.m. KSMQ, Thu. 7 pm., 
TUCSON NORWICH KMEB, Sst. 7:30 a.m. Sar. 1:30 p.m. 9 KTBS, Sun. 6:30 a.m, pm. 
KUAS, Sat. 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. WEDN, Thu. 11:30 p.m. Fri. noon, 9 WHO, Sar. 5 am, вемюр 
KUAT, Sat. 11 ат. and 6:30 рт. Sat. 7 p.m, Sun. 10:30 a.m. AMO Ss, noon 1 KAVE ТЫ: Ph 
0 KTTU, Sat. am BOISE BANGOR PCM ы 
d DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FORT Dooce 4 Sat. 12:30 pom. 
parl ОС wh __ KAID, Sun, 4:30 p.m. TIN, x $n WMER, Sat, 1:30 p.m. 
ARKANSAS. WETA, Sat. 9-30 a.m. @ KTRV, Sun. 6:30 am. KTIN, Fri. 6:30 pum., Sat. 1:30 pm. ошм» 
ARKADELPHIA Ф WRC, Sun. 5:30 am. à IOWA атт Abs mem KAWA, Tha. 7:30 pum., 
KETG, Sat. 12:30 pum. and 1:30 p.m. conm vium KIIN, Fri. 6:30 pum., Sat. 1:30 pam. WU RON Sat, 12:30 p.m. 
КОРТ, San. 3:30 p.m. LEWISTON 
KAFT, 30 киет WEBS. LPF WDSE, Sat. 6:30 pm. 
AFT, Set. 12:90 pm. BONITA SPRINGS KUID, Sun. 3:30 pm. PORTLAND. CARE IT 
JONESBORO @ WOCU, Sat. 12 pm, 1230 pm, POCATELLO WMEA, Sat. 1:30 pom. 
KTEJ, Sat. 12:30 p. Sat. 1:30 p-m., Sun. 5 p.m. KISU, Sun. 4:30 pom. ийке. e WPXT, fon. $30 a. momi АВ 
LITTLE ROCK. DAYTONA BEACH tied wink n 9 WXEL, Sun. баль BEML. 70 ма. 
KETS, Sat. 12:30 p.m. WCEU, Тое. 8 p.m... KIPT, Sun. 4:30 p.m. PRESQUE ISLE ST. PAUL/MINNEAPOLIS. 
© KTHY, Sun. 10:30 am Sat. 5:30 pom. "E Sioux CY ‘WRAL Sat 130 ра KTCA, Wed. 7:30 p.m, 
MOUNTAIN VIEW FORT MYERS ILLINOIS. KSIN, Fri. 6:30 pum., Sar. 1:30 pom. EV M TU Sat. 6:30 p.m. 
KEMY, Sat, 12:30 pom. Ф ТУК, Sar. 5:30 am. CARBONDALE une = MARYLAND Hid пон 
WSIU, Thu. 7 pm, Fri, 12:30 IN, Fri. 6:30 pam, ANNAPOLIS "rider фы 
CALIFORNIA E Vu ба лора —— Se Орак WMPT, Sat. 4:30 pim. © KRWE Sar. 6:30 a.m. 
f, Sat. 9:30 a.m. 
puri is 1:30 pm. (CHAMPAIGN/URBANA KANSAS Sun. 6:30 рт MISSISSIPPI 
RISUS CA 9 WOB, Sat. 2 pm. Ф WAND, Fri. 5-30 a.m. BUNKER MILL BALTIMORE mow 
iw JACKSONVILLE WILL, Thu. 7:30 pm. KOOD, Thu. 7 pm WMPB, Sat. 4:30 рт, WMAH, Sat. 6:30 p.m. 
oa i © W)XT, Sar. 4:30 am Sun. 3:30 pm. Sat. 12.30 pum. Sun. 6:30 pam. BOONEVILLE 
б m S pm МИСТ, Sac. noon amnu € WMAR, Sar. 11:30 a.m. MILES EK 
KEET, Wed. 7:30 мим WEIU, Sat. 8:30 рап. KSWK, Thu. 7 pum, mE s mes 
Sat. 10:30 ad WLAN, Sun. 10 am. CHICAGO. Sat. 12:30 pm. WEFT tet. A00 WMAU, Sat. 630 pum. 
Selene WPBT, Sar. 11 a.m. WITW, Toe. 7:30 pm. EKA و‎ спинли 
4 egi © WBZL, Sar. 4:30 a.m. Thu. 1:30 am. 0 KSNT, Sat. 6 am. HAGERSTOWN e WOB, Fri. 5:30 a.m. 
neno ORLANDO 9 WELD, Sat. 630 a.m. KTWU, Sat. 9-30 a.m. WWPB, Sar. 4:30 p.m, VS В 
Ф KFSN, Fri. $ am. Sun, 6:30 p.m. GREENWOOD 
КУРТ, Sat. 9:30 a.m., Sun. 7 p.m. iu St 4 аа, JACKSONVILLE wea WMAO, Sat, 6:30 pam. 
HN ee ST K WMFE, Sac. 9 am. and 1 pom. WSEC, Tha. 10 p.m, KPTS, Sat. 10am, OAKLAND 4 k 
HUNTINGTON BEACH Sun, 9 ат. San. 1:30 pm. San. 10 ала. СРТ, Sat. 4:30 pm, pcrson 
КОСЕ, Sat. 4:30 pam., Tues. Bp. мш, mene ONE ы. ангы WMPN, Sat. 6:30 p.m. 
LOS ANGELES WSRE, Sar. 12:30 pm. WMEC, Thu. 10 pm, MERIDIAN 
KCET, Sat. 5:30 p.m. and 6 pm Sun. 130 p.m. n WMAW, Sat. 6:30 p.m. 
% KABC, Sun. 6 am. nhio pat ASHLAND MISSISSIPPI STATE 
MONTEREY/SALINAS Ф WWSB, Son. 11:30 a.m. 'WQPT, Tue. 7 pn., Sat. 5:30 p.m. WKAS, Sen, 5 pm. МАВ, Sar. 6:30 рт. 
© KCBA, Sun. 8:30 a.m. пшн шт BOWLING GREEN OXFORD. 
PALM SPRINGS WSU, Sar. 1:30 pam. WUSI, Tha. 7 pss. Fri 12:30 pom. VER IE tes: WGBH, Thu. § pom. Sat. 5:30 p.m. WMAN, Sat. 6:30 pum 
© KPSP, Sun. 8 a.m. 6 Sat. 12:30. hig 
and 6 p.m. pm р. WGBX, Sus. 9 a.m. MISSOURI 
— TAMPA "ош 9 WEKO, Sun. 6:30 am. OUNT Sn Nan COLUMBIA 
KIXE, Sat. 10:30 a.m. WEDU, Sat. 11:30 a.m. 9 WIVP, Fri, 5:30am, pem ‘SPRINGFIELD Ф KRCG, Sun. 5 элт. 
ROHNERT PARK WUSF, Wed. 9 p.m., Sun. 5:30 p.m. Sat. 12:30 p.m, WCVN, Son. $ WGBY, Thu. $ p.m., Sar. 5:30 p.m. 
KRCB, Sun. 7:30 pam., Wed. noon 9 WIVI Sa. bam. 9 WHOL, Fri S30 am. = Pepi. la ; 
ELIZABETHTOWN MICHIGAN Sat Sam. 
SACRAMENTO WEST PALM BEACH quincy үе KOZJ, Sat, 12:30 p.m. 
KVIE, Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 8:30 a.m. 9 WPTV, Sun. 6 am, WQEC, Thu. 10 pm, weet ALPENA 
12:30 pm. Sun. 1:30 pam. ‘HAZARD WCML, Sar. 2:30 pum. 
WKHA, San. § pam. 
*CHECK YOUR LOCAL LISTINGS. 
National underwriters on PBS are: State Farm The Minwax ТЕМ Асе 
Insurance & Hardware A 
Companies Krylon Brands «m» Company ө 


KANSAS CITY 
КОРТ, Tho. 7 p.m., Sat, 12:30 pam. 
© KMEC, Sar. 6:30 a.m. 

ST. LOUIS 
KETC, Wed. 12:30 pum., Sat. 6:30 


рт. 
9 КТУ, Sat. 12:30 p.m. 


30 pm. 


KOZK, Sat. 12:30 p.m. 


Ф KSPR, Sat. 6 am. 
MONTANA 
BILLINGS 

€ KULRKYUS, Sun. 9:30 a.m. 
BOZEMAN 

KUSM, Wed. 11:30 pam. 

Sat, 11:30 am. 
MISSOULA 

КИРМ, Wed. 1130 pam, 

Sat, 11:30 am. 
NEBRASKA 
ALLIANCE 

МЕТУ, Sat, 10 a.m. and 5:30 pum. 
BASSETT 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
HASTINGS 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 am. and 5:30 pm. 
LEXINGTON 

КОМЕ, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 рт 
LINCOLN 


"TV, Sar. 10 a.m. and $:30 pom. 
© KHAS, Sar. 5 p.m. 

MERRIMAN 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 a-m. and 5:30 p.m. 
NORFOLK 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 am. and $:30 pm. 
NORTH PLATTE 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 a.m, and 5:30 pam. 
ОМАНА 

Ф WOWT, Fri Sam, 

Sun. 6 a.m. 

МЕТУ, Sat. 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 


Sat. 9 элт. and 12:30 pm, 
Sun. 7 pan. 
© KTNY, Sun. 830 алт. 
RENO 
КАРЬ, Sar, 10:30 a.m., 
Son. $ p.m. 
9 KAME Sat. 10 am. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE: 
DURHAM 

WENH, Thu, 8:30 pam., 
Sun, 10 a.m. 
KEENE 

WEKW, Thu. 8:30 pam, 
Sun, 10 am. 
LITTLETON 

WLED, Thu. 830 pm., 
Sun. 10 am. 
MANCHESTER. 

9 WMUR, Sar. 6 алп. 


Lr o  __ 
CAMDEN 

WNJS, Tho. 8 p.m, Sat. 8 pum., 
San. 5:30 p.m, 


MONTCLAIR 
WNJN, Thu. 8 p.m. Sat 
8 pm. Sun. 5:30 p.m, 


(NME, Sun. 7 a.m. and 10 am, 
Tha. 7 pn. 

© КОВ, Sun. 6:30 a.m. 

LAS CRUCES. 

KRWG, Sat. 11130 a.m. 


PORTALES 
KENW, Wed. 10:30 pum, 
Sar. 4 pm. 


NEW YORK. 
ALBANY 

Ф WXXA, Fri 130 am, 

Sun. 1130 a.m, 
BINGHAMTON 

WSKG, Sar. 8 a.m., Sun. 7 p.m. 

9 WENG, Sat. 6:30 a.m. 
BUFFALO 

WNED, Sat, 6130 pum. 

WNEQ, Sun. 7 pm. 

© WIVB, Sat. 6 a.m. 
ELMIRA 

• үрс" 
LONG ISLAND 

WLIW, Sat. 10:30 a.m, Sun, 8 pam. 
NEW YORK CITY 

WNET, Sat. 5:30 pom. 

© WCBS, Sun. 7:30 a.m, 
NORWOOD 

WNP, Sat. 10:30 a.m, 
PLATTSBURGH 

WCFE, Sun. 11:30 a. 
ROCHESTER 

WXXI, Sat. 10:30 am. Sun. 5:30 

рт. 

9 WHEC, Sun. 6 a.m. 
SCHENECTADY 

WMHT, Sat. 10:30 a.m. 

WMHQ, Sun. 9:30 a.m. 
SYRACUSE. 

WENY, Sar- 10:30 am. 

© WSTM, Sun. В a.m. 


WATERTOWN 
WNPE, Sat. 10:30 a.m. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

ASHEVILLE 

WUNE Sat. 5:30 pum, Sun. 9 алп. 
CHAPEL WILL 

WUNG, Sar. 5:30 pan., Sun. 9 a.m. 
CHARLOTTE. 


Ф WAXN, Sun, 12:30 pan, 

© WSOC, Sar. 6:30 am, 

WIVI, Thu. 8 pum., Sat. $ pum., 

Sun. 11 a.m. 

WUNG, Sat. 5:30 pum., Sun. 9 a.m, 
COLUMBIA 

WUND, Sat. 5:30 pum., 

Tho. 8 p.m. 
GREENSBORO 

9 СНР, Sac 6:30 am. 
GREENVILLE 

WUNK, Sat. 5:30 pum., Sun. 9 a.m, 
WLOS, Sat. 7 ат. 
JACKSONVILLE 

WUNM, Sat. 5:30 pm. Sun. 9 a.m, 
UNVILLE 

WUNE, Sar. 5:30 pam., Sun. 9 a.m, 
LUMBERTON 

WUNU, Sat. 5:30 pum., Sun, 9 a.m. 
RALEIGH 
WTVD, Sun. 6:30 a.m. 
ROANOKE RAPIDS 

WUNP, Sat. 5:30 p.m., Sun. 9 алп. 
WILMINGTON 

WUN], Sar. 5:30 pum., Sun, 9 a.m. 
WINSTON-SALEM 

WUNL, Sat. 5:30 pum., Sun. 9 a.m. 


NORTH DAKOTA 
BISMARCK 

KBME, Tha. 7 pam., Sat. 6 pm. 
DICKINSON 

KDSE, Thu. 7 p.m. Sar. 6 pum. 
ELLENDALE 

KJRE, Thu. 7 pam., Sat. 6 p.m. 
FARGO 

КЕМЕ, Thu. 7 p.m., Sat. 6 p.m. 

Ф WDAY, Sun. 6:30 acm. 

Ф WDAZ, San. 6:30 a.m. 
GRAND FORKS 

KGFE, Thu. 7 pam., Sat. 6 pam. 
MINOT 

КАЕ, Thu. 7 pim., Sat. 6 pum. 


WILLISTON 
KWSE, Thu. 7 рап, Sat. 6 pam. 


AKRON 
WEAO, Sat. 10-30 a.m. 
and 5 pam., Sun. 4 pam. 
ATHENS 
WOUB, Sat. 5 pm 
BOWLING GREEN 
@ WEKO, Sun. 6:30 am. 
WEGU, Sat. 1:30 p.m, 
Mon. 3 pm. 
CAMBRIDGE 
WOUG Sat. 5 p.m. 

‘CINCINNATI 
WCET, Thu. 8 p.m., 

Sar. 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Ф WCPO, Sun, 9:30 am. 


COLUMBUS 
WOSU, Thu. 8 pm, Sar. 
Ф WSYX, Sun. 9:30 a.m. 


30 p.m. 


DAYTON 

WPTD, Thu. 8 p.m., Sat. 9:30 aum. 
© WHIO, Sat. 5:30 a.m, 
‘OXFORD 

WPTO, Mon. 7:30 p.m. 

‘Sun. 12-30 p.m. 
PORTSMOUTH 

WPBO, Thu. 8 pum., Sat. 4:30 pam. 
TOLEDO 

WGTE, Thu. 8 pm. 

Sat. 1 pam, Sun. 1 pom. 

© WTVG, Sun. 7 im. 
WHEELING (м 
Фут 
YOUNGSTOWN 
WNEO, Sar. 10.0 a.m. and 5 pum, 
Sun. 4 p.m. 

9 WEM], Sun. 10 a.m. 


OKLAHOMA 
CHEYENNE 
КМЕТ, Sat. 9:30 am. 
and 12:30 pm. 
EUFAULA 
КОЕТ, Sat. 9:30 a.m, 
and 12:30 pm, 
‘OKLAHOMA CITY 
КЕТА, Sar. 9:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. 
Ф KPSG, Sat. 9:30 a.m 
TULSA 
KOED, Sat. 9:30 am. 
and 12:30 pam. 
9 KTUL, Sun. 12:0 pom. 


OREGON 

BEND 
KOAB, Thu. 8 p.m, 
Sat. $ pam. 

CORVALLIS 
КОАС, Thu. 8 pam, 
Sat. 5 pam. 

EUGENE 
KEPB, Thu. $ pam, 
Sat. $ pam. 

9 KMTR. Sun. 9 am. 

KLAMATH FALLS 
КЕТУ, Thu. 8 p.m, 
Sat, 1030 алт. 

LA GRANDE. 
KTVR, Thu. 8 p.m, 
Sar. 5 pom. 

MEDFORD 
KSYS, Thu. 8 p.m, 
Sat, 10:30 a.m. 

Ф KOBUKOTI, Sun. 4 p.m. 

‘PORTLAND 
KOPB, Thu. 8 p.m, 


Sat. $ pm. 
Ф KATU, Sat. 
Sun, 1230 


WLVT, Fri. 7:30 pm, 
Sat. 12:30 p.m, 


ERIE LEXINGTON-MARTIN MARION 

WQLN, Sat. 6:30 pam, WLJT, Thu. 9:30 pm. WMSY, Fri 1 pm, 

9 WIET, Sat. 6:30 a.m. Sat. 12:30 pum. Sat, 1:30 pm. 

9 WFXP, Sun, 6:30 am. pu кийик 
HARRISBURG WKNO, Tha. 7 p.m. Sat. 9:30 a.m. WHRO, Sat. 8:30 алп. and 2 p.m. 
ЖИТЬ Tha. 8 pm, 9 WPTY, Sat 5 am. © WVEC, Sat, 7:30 am. 
Su. 9 ал. and 6 pam. NASHVILLE NORTON 

9 WOAL Sen, 11: WDCN, Sat. 4:30 p.m. WSEN, Fri. 11 pum., 
JOHNSTOWN Ф WKRN, Sar. 5:30 аль Sat. 1:30 pm. 

Ф WATM, Sun. 10:30 a.m. © WKAG, Sun. 10 алт. pee. 
PHILADELPHIA TRECITIES WCNE, Sat. 8:30 a.m, 

WHYY, Sat. 11 m. and 6 рап, Ф WKPTANAPK, Sat. 10:30 a.m. WCVW, Fri. 830 pm. 

Sun. 7 p.m. 9 WIVR, Sat. 6 am. 

9 WIXE Sat. 5 a.m. TERR — 

й ROANOKE 
PITTSBURGH AMARILLO WBRA, Fri 11 pum, 

® KDKA, Fri. 5:30 a.m. КАСУ Set. 12:30 pom. Sat. 1:30 pom. 

WQED, Sat. 5 p.m. ORIN, Fat EA. © WSLS, Sar. 6:30 алп. 

WQEX, Sar. 5 pm. AUSTIN 
PITTSTON KLRU, Sat. $ p.m. 

WVIA, Thu. раа, Ф KTBC, Sar. 7:30 am. CENTRALIA 

Sat, 5 pm. and 5:30 pom. 9 KVC, San. 5 am. н е Й 
ein BEAUMONT pm. sad 5:30 pum, 

WISK, Set. 9 «m. and © KBMT, Sat. 5:30 am. PULLMAN 

5:30 pam, Sun, 430 pum, COLLEGE STATION KWSU, Mik, 740 oan 

КАМИ, Sat. 12:30 pam, Mon. 10 Ned. 7:30 am., Sat. 2 p.m. 

© WILE, Sun. 10 2m. pus We? pan us * 

CORPUS CHRISTI тые, ра 
RHODE ISLAND КЕРТ, Sat. 12:30 p.m. and 10 p.m. Sat. 2 p.m, Sun. 4:30 pm. 
PROVIDENCE @ KRIS, Sar. 11:30 алт. SEATTLE 

УЗВЕ, Tue, 8:30 p.m., Sun. 6 pM. DALLAS/FORT WORTH KCTS, Sun. $ pam. 

9 WINE, Thu. 1:30 алп. KERA, Sat. 9 am., 630 pom. © KIRO, Sun. noon 
SOUTH CAROLINA Ф КОН, Sun. 10:30 a.m, SPOKANE 

ame KSPS, Sat. 9:30 am, 
WEBA, Sat 4 p.m. KCOS, Sat. 5 p.m. 
BEAUFORT HARLINGEN 
KMBH, Sat. 12:30 pum. 

WEA Sp рч KBTC, Thu. 7 p.m, 
CHARLESTON. Sat. 12:30 p.m. and $:30 p.m, 

Ф WCSC, Sat, 50 a.m, oven 

WITV, Sat. 4 pm. KUHT, Sun. 11:30 алп. bom 1 

un. $ pm. 
dU © KTRK, Sun. 11 a.m. » 

9 WLTX, Sat. 5:30 am, KILLEEN WEST VIRGINIA 

WRLK, Sat. 4 pam. KNCT, Sat. 12:30 p.m, Sun, 9:30 мамт 
CONWAY iua WSWP, Sat. 1:30 pam. 

WHMC, Sat. 4 p.m. шок BLUEFIELD 
FLORENCE/MYRTLE BEACH SEAS Tie. wm. колу" 

L^ Sat, 12:30 pm. 

, Sat. 4 pm. @KLBK, Sun 5pm. CHARLESTON 

© WPDE, Sun. 7 ала. © WCHS, Sun. 6 am. 
GREENVILLE -— 

КОСУ, Sun. 12:30 p.m. wen 

WNTY, Sat. 4 pam. WPBY, Sat. 1:30 p.m. 

SAN ANTONIO 
wu KLRN, Sat, 1:30 p.m. MORGANTOWN 

WNEH, Sat. 4 p.m, Po WNPP, Sat. 1130 pm. 
ROCK HILL WHEELING 

WNSC, Sa 4 pm, 9 KLPN, Sac. 10 a.m. iy 
PHONG КСТЕ Mon, 12:30 pam, WISCONSIN 

WRET, Sat. 4 p.m. Ee. 

30 pm. GREEN BAY 
SUMTER Ф KXXV, Sun. noon and WPNE, Wed. 7:30 p.m, 

WRJA, Sat. 4 pum. 12:30 pum, Sun. 4 pm. 

SOUTH DAKOTA utan © WFRV, Sun. 5:30 m. 
ABERDEEN PROVO LACROSSE 

KDSD, Sat. 4 pum. KBYU, Sat. 9:30 am, уер Wed. 7:00 ра, 
BROOKINGS Wed. 11 p.m. beg: 

KED) Sec 4 piv. MOLAR Ф WEAU, Sun. 9 a.m. 
EAGLE BUTTE KUED, Sat. 8 a.m. and 5 pum. 

KPSD, Sat. 4 p.m. Ф KTVX, Sun. 11 ат, 
ye VERMONT 9 WKOW, Sun. 6 a.m. 

ED t (а. BURLINGTON MENOMONIE 
MARTIN WETK, Thu. 8 p.m... МИНУС, Wed. 7:30 pam., 

KZSD, Sat. 4 pm. iux spi 
чам MILWAUKEE 

KTSD, Sat. 4 pom. WMVS, Tho. 7:30 pam 
nario CITY Sat. 8:30 a.m, 

КВНЕ, Sar. 4 p.m. Ф WIM), Son. 6 a.m, 

® KCLO, Sat. 4 pum. PARK FALLS 
SIOUX FALLS WLEF, Wed. 7:30 p.m., Sun. 4 p.m. 

KCSD, Sat. 4 pm. WAUSAU 

9 KELO, Sat. 5 p.m. WHRM, Wed. 7:30 pum., 
VERMILLION WVTA, Thu. 8 p.m. Sun. 4 p.m, 

KUSD, Sat. 4 p.m. Sat, 11 a.m, Ф WJFW, Sun. 10:30 am. 
TENNESSEE VIRGINIA WYOMING 
CHATTANOOGA ‘CHARLOTTESVILLE RIVERTON 
9 WDNN, Sat. 11 am. WHT], Sat. 8:30 a.m. KCWC, Sat. 5 pm. 
WTC, Sat, 1:30 pm. FALLS CHURCH 
COOKEVILLE WNVT, Sat, 2:30 p.m. 
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1994 


Acton Like a Charm 
A well-tanned crew heads home to a house that evokes simpler times 


BY REBECCA REISNER 


Week 25 (March 6-7) 
As the crew continues renovating 
Christiane Bintliff's house in Honolulu, 
Steve Thomas gives a lesson in 
Hawaiian ancient history. Richard 
Trethewey ogles a $2,000 aloha shirt at 
a local store. Back at the jobsite, 
tradespeople are poring over their 
punch lists, getting ready to complete 
the project. Steve gets a look at the 
kitchen's solid-surface counters, and 
Norm Abram admires an especially 
skillful wiring job. Also: a solar hot-water 
system that saves $600 a year. 
Watch and learn: Exterminating 
termites. 
Resources: Bailey's Antiques and 
Aloha Shirts, Kapahulu Ave., Kaimuki 
Hi; 808-734-7628. Painter: Tom McCall 
Interiors-Exteriors, 322 lliwahi Loop, 
Kailua, HI 96734; 808-254-3718. Solid- 
core interior doors: Bello's Millwork Inc., 
401 N. Kane, Unit 9, Wahiawa, HI 
96786; 808-621-7282. Solid surfacing 
for counters and sliding window track: 
DuPont Corian, distributed by Aloha 
State Sales Co., 2829 Awaawaloa St., 
Honolulu, HI 96819; 808-833-2731; 
installed by Hawaii Woodcrafts, 730-F 


The sparkling remodeled kitchen 
proved so attractive that owner 
Christiane Bintliff started to cook 
more often—and even rented out 
the house for catered events. 


“It was a pleasure to work on one of the 
last remaining old-fashioned Hawaiian 
bungalows," says T.O.H. producer Bruce 
Irving. Above, the completed living room. 


Moowaa St., Honolulu, HI 
96817; 808-841-4737, Solar 
heating: Inter-Island Solar 
Supply, 345A N. Nimitz Hwy., 
Honolulu, HI 96817; 808-523- 
0711. Split-system air 
conditioner: Mitsubishi Electric, 
installed by American Air- 
Conditioning, 500 Ala Kawa St., 
Building 204, Honolulu, HI 
96817; 808-847-0851 
Bathroom fixtures: American 
Standard Inc., 1 Centennial 
Ave., Piscataway, NJ 08854; 
732-980-3000. 


Week 26 (March 13-14) 
In the last days before the 
house's completion, landscaper 
John Mitchell makes final 


“It’s a rarity,” Bintliff says of tbe Honolulu 
bouse's new, 1930s-style wood-sbingled cap. 
*People are always talking about tbe roof. 
It's spectacular, an architectural landmark.” 


improvements to the lawn. Steve views 
an active volcano from land and air and 
learns about lava flow, Bintliff shows 
Steve her new oven, dishwasher and 
burners—and the little countertop 
“garage” for stowing her blender and 
coffeemaker. Then it's time for a look at 
the bathroom fixtures, the clothes 
closets and the track lighting in the 
hallway-gallery. Finally, the wrap luau 
commences. 

Watch and learn: Hiding a television 
via an electric lift 

Resources: Landscaper: Landscape 
Systems, 1126 Loho St., Kailua, Н! 
96734; 808-262-5164. Landscape 
design: Loriann Gordon, A.S.L.A., 
1335 River St., Suite 207, Honolulu, HI 
96817; 808-524-3900. Luau 
producers: Perry-Dugan-Sutherland 
Event Production, 3023 Kalakaua 
Ave., Honolulu, HI 96815; 808-922- 
0188. Studio track lighting and wall 
Switches: Lightolier, 631 Airport Rd., 
Fall River, MA 02720; 508-679-8131 
Refrigerator and gas cooktop: Kitchen 
Aid Consumer Assistance Center; 


800-422-1230; www.kitchenaid.com. 
Appliances: Miele Appliances Inc., 22-D 
World's Fair Drive, Somerset, NJ 
08873; 800-843-7231; 
www.miele.com. Decorative painting 
Angela Adams Designs, 273 Congress 
St., Portland, ME 04101; 207-774- 
3523. Closet system: Truwood by 
Closet Maid, Box 4400, Ocala, FL 
34478; 800-874-0008; installed by the 
Closet Space, 720 Iwilei Rd., 285, 
Honolulu, HI 96817; 808-528-1610 
Mirrored bath cabinet: MP 1640, 
Rober Inc., 7 Wood Ave., Bristol, PA 
19007; 215-826-9800. Wool sisal 
carpet for guest suite and master bath: 
Karastan, Mohawk Industries, Box 
12069, Calhoun, GA 30703; B00-241- 
4494. Bathroom fixtures: American 
Standard (see week 25). Overhead 
fans: Casablanca Fan Co., 761 
Corporate Center Dr., 
Pomona, CA 91768; 800- 
715-0393. Воот divider 
Kamani Woodworks, 545 
Kamani St., Honolulu, HI 
96813; 808-523-1913. TV 
lifter: Auton Motorized 
Systems, Ave. Crocker 
405, Valencia, CA 91355; 
805-257-9282. 


Week 1 (March 20-21) 
Steve arrives in Acton, 
Massachusetts, where he 
meets Sima and Terry 
Maitland, owners of the 
latest project: a 1710 house 
that needs expanding to 
Suit the Maitlands' family of 
five. Situated next to a 50- 
acre truck farm, the house 
has a beautiful view of the 
open landscape. Inside, 
however, the view includes a kitchen 
with practically no work space, a 
dishwasher in the dining room, a half 
bath that also serves as a recycling and 
laundry room, a full bathroom with 
unsightly, leaky shower tiles and a 
master bedroom badly in need of 
additional closets. Outside, Tom Silva 
and Norm assess the degree to which 
the old house is leaning and speculate 
on the causes. The Maitlands' budget 
for the entire project: $150,000. 

Watch and learn: Assessing the 
problems of a 284-year-old house. 
Resources: Truck: F-150 XLT Lariat 


Week 2 (March 27-28) 
Having determined that the milk shed, 
a sweet little outbuilding, must be 
relocated to make way for a new ей, 
Tom and the crew jack up the shed 
and use a truck and wooden runners 
to pull the structure away from the site. 
to another part of the yard. Back inside 
the house, Richard assesses the 
house's heating needs, then heads 


The new fall project: Built in 1710, 
the Maitland family’s house in 
Acton, Massachusetts, is the oldest 
the T.O.H. crew bas ever taken on. 


down to the basement for a look at the 
old boiler. The architect, Chris Dalimus, 
reveals his drawings for additions and 
reconfigurations. To learn how much 
room a central chimney such as the 
Maitlands' one occupies, Steve takes a 
side trip to Minuteman National Historic 
Park in Lincoln, Massachusetts, where 
historical architect Larry Sorli shows 
him a mammoth 18th-century chimney 
standing alone— preserved after a fire 
destroyed the surrounding house. The 
imposing structure once served six 
separate fireplaces throughout the 
house and included a baking oven on 
the ground floor. 

Watch and learn: Calculating а 
house's heat loss. 


Norm Abram and Steve Thomas are 
building an ell onto tbe Acton bouse, 
where Terry and Sima Maitland 
share cramped quarters with sons Eli 
and Ethan and daughter Rebecca. 


Resources: Plumbing and heating 
consultant: Richard Trethewey, R.S.T. 
Inc., 19B Thompson Street, Dedham, 
Massachusetts 02026; 781-320-9910. 
Architect: Chris Dallmus, Design 
Associates Incorporated, 432 
Columbia Street, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 02141; 617-661-9082. 
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The Audi A6. Can one car change the way 
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$100 a Foot!: Roger Cook (landscape 
contractor), K & R Tree and Landscape, 
Burlington, MA; 781-272-6104. 


FREE. CALL 1-800-BUY-TREX ext, 508, Reported by Mark Feirer. 
An amazing deck begins with a dream. Introducing the Tiex* Easy Care Decking” | Calendar: March 18—Builders Home 
| dream book. Twenty-six pages of ideas and inspiration. To start your creative juices flowing, and Detroit Flower Show, Cobo Center, 
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EAMUS rex To Ig ha s EHE C 20—Wolohan Builders Expo, Columbus 
|| Convention Center, Columbus, Ohio; 
800-626-0241. March 6-7—N.]. Home 
Remodeling and Furnishings Show, N.J. 
Convention and Expo Center, Edison, 
NJ; 732-417-1400. March 13—Home 


M 4 >” 
Thé frrst stereo system to create {| 732-417-140. March 
harmony even before you turn it on. и 


Atlanta Home Show, Georgia World 
Congress Center; 770-998-9800, 
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The Bose® Acoustic Wave® music system surrounds you with sharp, clear stereo sound. Yet the one- 
piece unit is unobtrusive, simple to use, and small enough to fit almost anywhere in your home. 
The system includes our patented acoustic waveguide technology, an AM/FM radio, built-in speakers, 


a compact disc player, and a handy remote control. It's available directly from Bose, So call or return Architect: Wesketch Architecture, Liberty 
this coupon for more information on the compact stereo system the Chicago Tribune calls "the least Corner, NJ; 908-647-8200. Contractor: 
intimidating quality sound system ever developed." And surround yourself with music, not equipment. Hunterdon Builders; 908-284-0221. Inte- 
` N i ign: Fra S it, 
Call today. 1-800-898-BOSE, ext. G4458. Nor end aded Mna 
For information on all our products: www.bose.com/g4458 [4 J; 908-598-1670. Kitchen Design: Euro- 
Diss nes ыдым WGBH Educational Foundation does not 
Address endorse any product or service mentioned or 


Zy -FOTE advertised in this magazine. 


MA 01701-5168. Better sound through research » 


pt. CDD-GA 58, The Moun 


pean Country Kitchens, Far Hills, NJ; 
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1. Waterstruck brick, Vermont Brick, 
Highgate Center, VT; 802-868-5354. 

2. Salvaged Common, Windy City 
Antique Brick, Chicago, IL; 800-669 
5304, 3. Bevelled edged paver, Pacific 
Clay Brick Products, Lake Elsinore, CA; 
909-674-2131. 4. Stair nosing, Vermont 
Brick. 5. Sand-struck paver, Belden Brick 
Co., Canton, OH; 330-456-2694. 6. Sal- 
vaged paver; Renaissance Rock Island, 
Rock Island, IL; 309-788-6311. 7. Iron 
Spot Paver, Endicott Clay Products Co., 
Fairbury, NE; 402-729-3315. 8. Roll 


The powerful ETFSOPBN Electric 
Staple and Nail Gun shoots 
6 different size staples: 1/4", 5/16", 3. 


lock, Belden. 9. Bullnose Coping, Pacific. 1/2", 17/32" Ceiltile and 9/16". It also 
10. Wall cap, Belden Brick. drives a 5/8" nail 
E С One heavy duty versatile tool lets you do 
UPDATE: GOT LEAD? thousands of jobs from installing insulation and 


carpeting to trimming a door or building a toy. 


The dual purpose Professional ETF50PBN is available 
wherever fine tools are sold. 


ARROW FASTENER COMPANY, INC 
ARROW FASTENER (U.K. LTD. 
JARDEL DISTRIBUTORS. INC... 6 


ROW м website 


p. 55-58 


ы? ALL ABOUT EAVES James Schettino: 203-966-5552 
p. 61-62 = 2 4 
Lead Paint Tester: Covino Environmental LUXURIES 
Associates Inc., Woburn, MA; 781-933- р. 69-70 
2555. Lead Abatement Contractor: Dec- M 
Tam Corporation, Andover, MA; — 
978-470-2860. — 
N 


Maintaining a Lead Safe Ноте by Dennis 
Livingston, 1997, $14; Community 
Resources, Baltimore, MD; 410-727 
7837. National Lead Information Center = 
Clearinghouse, 800-424-5323; Robert A.M. Stern: Contact Gary Brewer, 
www.epa.gov/lead/nlic.htm. 967-5100. Duo Dickinson: 203-245 


0405. Dennis Wedlick: 212-614-9147. 


Copper shingles: Revere Copper Products 
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directory 


Inc., Rome, NY; 800-448-1776. 325-3283. Master plumber: Ron Cold- ton, MA; 800-696-3356. Lighting prod- 
| well, Trethewey Bros. Inc. Electrician: ucts: Wolfers Lighting, Waltham, MA; 
| Allen Gallant, Gallant Electric; 781-893- | 781-672-4200. American Fluorescent 
WATERTOWN FINALE 4636. Painting contractor: Steve Kiernan, | Corp., Waukengan, IL; 847-249-5970. 
Ж „н! 75-83 ۰ as | S.L. Kiernan & Co.; 617-698-6129. Fiber Optic Lighting: Lucifer Lighting 
| Landscape contractor: Roger Cook, K & Company, San Antonio, TX; 210-227- 


,/9 R Tree and Landscape; 781-272-6104. 7329. Sonoma Lighting, Sonoma, CA; 
vatsdlowa Oven: Gaggenau; 781-255-1766. Oven 707-996-6906. Tech Lighting, Chicago, 

inate hood and diswasher: Thermador; 800- IL; 773-883-6110, Lighting designer: 
735-4328. Refrigorator: Sub Zero Freezer | Doreen Le May Madden, Wolfer’s Light- 
Со.; 800-222-7820. Microwave: Sharp, 


Corp., Worcester, MA; 508-753-5343. ing, Bellport, NY; 800-784-0234. Heat- 
Granite: Fletcher Granite Co. Inc., North ing, ventilation and AC.: Carrier Corp., 


Custom made furniture: Charles Webb/CI 


Design, Cambridge, MA; 617-547-2100 tor: Gale Force Mechanical, Dedham, 


| light: Andersen Skywindows. Heating and 


Upholstered furniture: Workbench; 800- cooling: Unico, St. Louis. Drainage: Cul- MA; 781-251-9400. Valves: Urell Inc., 
656-7891 Bed linens and towels} The tec Inc., Leo Lessard Environmental Con- Watertown, МА; 617-923-9500. Boiler 
Ё 4 | sultant Service, Auburn, MA; and hot water storage tank: Viessmann, 


00-285-3696. Kitchen 


Company Stor DUE E 3 i 
ў 508-755-6914. Cultec Contractor: Cham- | Warwick, КІ; 800-288-0667. Dry well: 


accessories: Crate & Barrel; 800-473- je R : ч Миа 
1626. Bedroom and office accessories: ber Systems; 800-428-5832. Shingles and | Shea Concrete Products Inc., N. Wilming- 
Pier І Imports; 800-245-4595. Architec- clapboards: Liberty Cedar; 800-882- ton, MA; 800-696-7432. Victorian Tile: 

ы = : 3327. Exterior Paint: Light Olive #1504, Tile Barn, Lebanon, New Jersey; 908-236- 


tural design: Toby and Sandra Fairbank, 
Fairbank Design; 617-497-0693. Plumb- 
ing and heating consultant; Richard 
Trethewey, Trethewey Bros., Inc.; 617- 


Straw Trim #1102, and Pumpkin Red 9200. Marble and tiling contractor: Fer- 
#105, Benjamin Moore. Basement water- rante Tile, N. Reading, MA; 
proofing: B-Dry System M/E Inc., Lexing- | 508-664-0729. Tile: Tile Showcase, 


CONSIDERING THERE'S NO MIXING, 
THIS IS THE ONLY TOOL YOU'LL NEED 
TO SET A POST. 


МОМ 
лассо сда YTT 


ШШК 


Just put your post in the hole, pour in QUIKRETE® Fast-Setting Concrete UIKRETE s 
and add water. It sets hard in minutes. That's all there is to it. Of course, you 0 
still may have to untangle the hose. For more information, visit www.quikrete.com or call 1-800-282-5828. 


©1999 The QUIKRETE Companies. QUIKRETE is the registered trademark of The QUIKRETE* Companies, Atlanta, GA 30329, and Associated Licensed Manufacturers 


ing, Allston, MA; 617-254-0700. Radiant 
800-237-4277. Cabinetry: Woodmeister heating: Radiant Technology Floorwarm- 


Chelmsford, MA; 800-253-8168. Sky- Syracuse, NY; 315-432-6000, Subcontrac- 


Watertown, MA; 617-926-1100. Terrazzo 
flooring: DePaoli Mosaic Company, 
Boston, MA; 617-445-2381. Flooring 

: Hunt Hardwood Floors, Lex- 
ington, MA; 781-862-3559. Floor finish: 
DuraSeal, Division of Minwax 800-526- 
0495, Quartersawn oak flooring: Fire 
Bird Industries, Jefferson, LA; 504-733- 
8204. Landscape architect: Brown and 
Rowe Inc., Boston, MA; 617-542-8552, 
Arborist: Matthew R. Foti Landscape & 
Tree Service, Lexington, MA; 781-861- 
0505. Copper gutter system: Classic Gut- 
ter Systems, Kalamazoo, MI; 
616-382-2700. Engineered lumber: Geor- 
gia-Pacific, Atlanta, GA; 404-652-4000. 
Window rehab: 3R Window Repair, 
David Liberty, Boston, MA; 617- 
9410. Bronze weather stripping: Boston 
Building Material Co-Op; 617-442-2262. 
Audio/visual contractor: Steve Hayes, 
Custom Electronics Inc., Falmouth, ME; 
207-781-5998. Wiring network: IES Inc., 
Murray, UT; 800-903-4237, Deck under- 
mount system: Deckmaster, Sandy, UT; 
800-869-1375. Foam insulation: Icynene 
Inc., Mississauga, Ontario, Canada; 800- 
758-7325. Trellis and fence: Walpole 
Woodworkers Inc.; 508-668-2800. Wall- 
board: Dana Wallboard Supply, Tyngs- 
boro, MA; 978-649-4000. Gypsum 
products: Georgia-Pacific. Drywall/plas- 
ter: Larco Drywall and Plastering, Tewks- 
bury, MA; 978-851-6440. Nursery: 
Weston Nurseries, Hopkinton, MA; 508- 
435-3414. Finishes expert: John W. Dee, 
Concord, MA; 978-369-8897. Security 
system: Lexington Alarm Systems, Bed- 
ford, MA; 781-275-4300. Closet system: 
Poliform USA Inc., New York, NY; 212- 
421-1220. 


contract 


NEW OLD HOUSE 
p. 86-92 


OLD HOUSE 


Architect: Scot Samuelson, Lyme, CT; 
860-434-7767. Carpenters: Ron Garner, 


Take Your Bosemént om 
Damp and Dingy to Dry 


and Cheery In One Weekend. 


RYLOK 
"ATERPRO 


DRYLOK* Masonry Waterproofer beautifies and 

protects basement walls against the damaging effects 

of water seepage. So when you're ready to turn an ugly 

basement into attractive living space, use DRYLOK or new LATEX: BASE " 
DRYLOK, the masonry waterproofing paint that's guaranteed to stop water. 
For a free brochure and the dealer nearest you, call 1-800-272-3235. 


www.uglproducts.com 


| Essex, CT; 860-767-3150 and John 


Eaton, Deep River, CT; 860-526-5567. 
Salvage: Brooklyn Restoration Supply, 


| Brooklyn, CT; 860-774-6759. Vermont 


Salvage Exchange Company (three 


locations) Worcester, MA; 508-755-2870. 
White River Junction, VT; 802-295-7616. 


Manchester, NH; 603-624-0868. 
Windows: Marvin Windows & Doors; 
800-346-5128. 


AMERICAN CRAFTSMAN 
p. 94-100 


Jack Sobon, architect and builder, Box 


201, 613 Shaw Road, Windsor, MA 


| 01270; 413-684-3223. 


STONE FACED 
p. 102-108 


Dream House Builder: Walter Cromwell 
Jr., New Canaan, CT; 203-966-5550. 


| Architect: Robert A.M. Stern Architects, 


New York, NY; 212-967-5100. Stone 
supplier: O&G Industries, Torrington, 
CT; 203-337-5119. Watertown: Lenny’s 
Masonry, Stow, MA; 978-897-6256. 
Granite: Fletcher Granite Company, N. 
Chelmsford, MA; 978-251-4031. 


PRICES SHOWN ARE MANUFACTURERS’ SUGGESTED 
RETAIL PRICES AT PRESS TIME OR THE AMOUNT | 
THis OLD HOUSE ACTUALLY PAID AT RETAIL. 
PRICES, PRODUCT NUMBERS AND AVAILABILITY 
MAY CHANGE AT ANY TIME. 
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Buy direct from the 


mill and save 50%! 


Four smart reasons tO 
buy direct from S&S Mills 


1. Great Savings. Buy direct from 


the mill. No costly middleman RIT 

markups. All the quality, half the price. ‘Ana tei system RN 

2. Superior Quality. Our standard a M E E < 
И и i STADLER Lorporation 3 alired Circle Bediorn MA 01730 781-275- 
unmatched in the industry. We use only www.stadlercorp.com 


the highest quality materials in 
manufacturing S&S Mills Carpet. 


® r 

m | ше > ы 

seater aie dr ON HH NULLEI 
3. Delivery: No Problem. You 

don't have to lift a finger. An installer е 

can receive your carpet from the freight 

line and bring it into your home at your j 


convenience within 7 to 10 days. 

4. Installation. S&S Mills knows 

qualified and experienced independent 

installers across the country. We'll be * Fine Grained Western Red Cedar 
| glad to help you find one near you. * Forged & Wrought Iron Hardware 


* Decorative Panel Cut-outs 10+ Styles 


* Mortise & Tenon Construction 


Call for your FREE 
Carpet Sample Portfolios! Vall for sour ratalog 


1-800-392-6893 


www.ssmills.com 
200 Howell Drive, Dalton GA 30721 


1. 


Create your 
own private 
world of comfort 
and elegance 
with the new 
Renovator's 


Supply Catalog. 


Including our 
reproduction 
fixtures, lighting 
& hardware, we 
have more than 
2000 ways to 
dress up your 
home, inside 
ind out. So 
relax, take a 
deep breath and 
dive in! 
a 
For a Free 

j Catalog! 
VATOR'S 5m. 


Ask for Dept. 2481 


Renovator's Old Mill, P.O. 2525, Dept. 2481, Conway, NH 03818 


m 


{ Adding Air Conditioning Doesn't Have To Tear It Apart. } 


SAVING 


SUNPORC | 


INSULATED 
WINTER SUNROOM CONVERTS 
TO A SUMMER SCREEN ROOM! 


MOUNTS 
READILY ON 
DECKS, PATIOS, 
OR LANDSCAPE 
TIES. 


Full Top-To-Bottom Wall Area Screens! 


oa о Do-it k 


Send $2 for Color Catalogue, Prices, or 
Visit our Web Site: 


K OWNER 


With the Unico System, you can fit 
high performance air comfort into your 
old house without affecting aesthetics or 
architectural integrity. 

The system's flexible mini-ducts fit 
behind walls and ceilings, virtually 
eliminating the need for soffits. The 
Unico System is unquestionably the finest 
new air comfort system for old houses 


For complete information on the 
Unico System, call 1-800-527-0896 or 
visit Unico on the worldwide web at 
www.unicosystem.com. 
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THOS. MOSER 


CABINETMAKERS 


What's Your 


Beauty. 
Simplicity. 


Permanence. 


Call for our free 
catalog: 
1-800-708-9703 
Freeport, Maine 


New York, NY 
San Francisco, CA 


www.thosmoser.com 


Old houses are easy to love. 
Old water heaters aren't. 


R 
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Renovating? The AquaStar instantaneous 
tankless gas water heater provides unlimited 
hot water, convenient installation, excep 
tional energy efficiency, and reliability. Now 
that's home improvement! 


AquaStar с, осн | 
THE BETTER WATER HEATER V 


CONTROLLEO ENERGY CORPORATION 


800۰642۰3199  www.cechot.com ATOHO0399 


a кашы Quality Grilles & Registers 


V No Worry Саѕ Iron ° CastBrass * Cast Aluminum * Wood 


* Over 200 Sizes & Styles in Stock * 44 Page Color Catalog $1 
Herita Ты Call (978) 772-3493 

The Reggio Register Со. 
Vinyl Products Dept. G903 P.O. Box 511 


Ayer, MA 01432 


© v No Painting nrich Your Home With 


For your nearest authorized 
Heritage Dealer Call: 


1-800-473-3623 


136 


MAY WE 
GROW ONE 


FOR YOU? 
EN 


Spiral Stairs of America 


800-422-3700 


From the Heart of the South №... The BEST for Less $ 
ANTIQUE HEART PINE FLOORING 


Expertly Remilled T&G Plank Flooring up to 11’ wide 
Exposed Beams, Dry - Aged - Superb 
Heart Pine Stairparts are our Specialty 


ANTIQUE HEART CYPRESS 


Custom Milling ** Doors Ф Paneling) **Shutters 


AMERICAN HARDWOOD FLOORING 


100% Clear Quartersqwn 
Easy to Install Nalldown or Gluedown 


Ready fora change? Tired of carpeting? 
Newl Prefinished American Hardwood Flooring 


Guaranteed Quality Products 
For a Free Brochure, call: (225) 567-1155 
www. albanywoodworks.com 


Шрапу any Woodworks 


ALBANY, ША 70711 


Its Furniture! And it makes a great kitchen for your 
old house. But what you dont see is the real story. 
Two ovens, a refrigerator, a dishwasher and many 
small appliances are completely concealed in this 
kitchen featuring our U.L. Listed Kitchen Workstation 
Furniture. Our classically styled collection of 
heirloom quality pieces blends the convenience of 
todays hi-tech kitchens with the look from an age 
that valued simplicity and function. Its an old idea, 
with an exciting new twist. No other company does 
what we do! Use our extensive catalog to create 
each unique piece. The possibilities are endless! 
Available Nationwide. Complementary brochure 
610-838-1194 www.yestertech.com 


inspired by the KC ative for Our Time 


TODAY'S TECHNOLOGY PRESERVING 
THE LOOK OF THE PAST 
Ci | А SS I (2 D you appreciate the old world style of gutters 
GUTTER SYSTEMS and downspouts and desire to restore, enhance 
and preserve your home in harmony with the original 
TELE intent of its design? If so, Classic Gutter Systems 
introduces authentic 6" half-round gutter in both 
heavy copper and heavy aluminum. 


55 QUALITY 
ORLD CHARM 


* up to 26' lengths shipped nationally 

* complete line of half-round accessories 

* unique nut & bolt adjustable hanging system 
* cast brass & aluminum facia brackets 

* buy direct from the exclusive manufacturer 

• installation video & samples available 

* information & pricing available upon request 
* all major credit cards accepted 


5611 East 'D. E.' Avenue Kalamazoo, MI 49004 
Phone (616) 382-2700 Fax. (616) 343-3141 


INCINOLET 


Electric Incinerating Toilet 


WORLD'S MOST ADVANCED TOILET SYSTEM! 
INCINOLET incinerates waste to clean ash 
without water – in a neat, compact, 


= 
stainless steel unit. 


NO OTHER TOILET OFFERS 
YOU THESE ADVANTAGES: 
* Easy, inexpensive installation 
* Exceptional cleanliness 
* Absolutely no pollution 
* Can be used in any climate 
* No holding tank or 

pump out 


Choose INCINOLET for quality, 
durability, state of the art 
technology. 


INCINOLET - first ever incinerator toilet. 


Call us today for a free brochure. 1-800-527-5551 


E-mail: incinolt&incinolet.com 
Web: http:/ /www.incinolet.com/incinolet 


RESEARCH PRODUCTS 
2639 Andjon * Dept. TOH 
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i Nu deis. 
Think Of It As 
A Treadmill 
For Swimmers! 


Swim or exercise 
against a smooth 
current adjustable 
to any speed in a 
unique pool measur- 
ing Y 8'x 15! 
Enjoy the fun and 
convenience of the 
world's best exercise 
at home year ‘round. 
Ideal for swimming, 
water aerobics and 
rehabilitation. 
Compact size makes 
the dream of pool 
ownership practical 
in small spaces. The 
Endless Pool™ is 
simple to maintain 
economical to run, 
and easy to install 
inside or outdoors. 
New system reduces 
chlorine use by 90%. 


Free Video! 
Call 800-233-0741, 
Ext. 482 


Visit our web site at 


E 


^ Marie & Tenon Costvetion 


Custom Reproductions Quoted 


“Му new Brock Deck" Systems vinyl 


deck is definitely ‘next generation’, 


Say “good-bye” to traditional wood decks! 
A Brock Deck" System supports you with 
the latest in home value. Beauty, low- 
maintenance, strength and safety are a 
few of the many benefits you will 

enjoy. You'll also appreciate our color choices and nine 

attractive railing styles. It all comes from years of man- 

ufacturing experience—we invented the vinyl deck! 

Add in our 20-year warranty and you'll have peace- 

of-mind knowing you made the right decision. Call 

for more details and the name of your nearest dealer: 


18004885246 7 BROCK 
DECK. 


www.royalcrownltd.com 


«d. Brock D 


The Best Value in 

Spiral Stairs 
Buy Factory Direct 

* Job Delivery Coast to Coast 

* Save 3096 to 5096 

* Quick Ship on Stock Stairs 

* Free Enclosed Tread Ends 

* Diameters 3'6" to 7' 

* Oak Treads & Handrail 


* Built From Western Red Cedar * Cutouts Available 
* Fast Delivery * Акі Drip Capping 


www.endlesspools.com 
or write Endless Pools, Inc. 
200 E Dutton Mill Rd 
Dept. 482 

Aston, PA 19014 


sehe. 


ENDLESS POOLS 
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* Extensive Hardware Selection * Custom Rail Placements 


* 26 Styles To Choose From * Painting Services Available 


TIMBERLANE W 
(800) 250-2221 


"Craftsmanship that meets the test of time" 


CALL NOW 
FREE BROCHURE 
800-368-8280 or 610-631-1360 
P.O. Box 183, Eagleville, PA 19408 


Salter Industries 


т "i A A i 
таў SYSTEMS 


TOP QUALITY 
CARPET 


SAVINGS with an emphasis on service to professional 
builders and contractors. Buy direct from Dalton, Georgia. 
COLORWORKS CARPET, your complete carpet source 
with satisfaction guaranteed. 


Call for FREE samples. 
1800-443-8460 


p carpet 


Victorian Spiral Stairs 


efficient stove material. Soapstone 
absorbs twice as much heat as metal — and releases it 
steadily and evenly, long after the fire has died. The heat 
is gentle, even, and soul-satisfying. 
Our high-efficiency stoves combine the com- 
fortable day-and-night warmth of soapstonel 
with the grace and beauty of fine furniture. 


‘Diameters 4'0" to 6'0" amelers 4'0" to 6'0' 
‘All Oak Construction eig ing Cast Aluminum 


Made in the U.S.A. 


All kits available in any floor-to-floor height and BOCA/UBC code models. 
Call for the FREE 32 page color catalog: 


I Yes, please send me the FREE 32 page color catalog: 


Woodstock Soapstone Co., Inc. Sarasota, FL (941) 923-1479 | Stamford, CT (203) 325-8466 L 


= 
i 
| Name | Ext. TOH99 {Name E sd 
Address | or visit our Web Site at http/wwwtbeironshop.com [уу H 
y z x 12 EE Ra 1 
| City/State/Zip | Showroom/Warehouse Locations: | City "nn ! 
Day Phone ( ) Broomall, РА (610) 544-7100 | Houston, TX (713) 789-0648 1 7 re پچ‎ = acl 
| Ontario, CA (909) 605-1000 | Chicago, IL (847) 952-9010 Ip i e Shop, Dept, TOU, Boc 547, i 

eed 


| 66 Airpark Rd., Dept. 766, West Lebanon, NH 03784 


test P The Leading Manufacturer of ( J 
БОРИС Spiral Stair Kits™ THE IRON SHOP’) \ 
FREE -888-664-81 88 5 


Dips THE TRON Oi 
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TIN CEILINGS i i г; ! а ИУ! Clapboard Siding 
AND WALLS Й "gl Вы: zê & Building Materials 


Including Wide Pine and 
Hardwood Flonoring 


Quartersawing produces 
a vertical grain clapboard: 
Twists and warps less 

* Wears more evenly 

* Bonds paint and stain better 


Also featuring... 

Cabots Factory Finish™ 
Exterior Pre-Finish for 
all types of wood siding. 

: Allows priming or finishing 
prior to installation 
with 15 year warranty: 


* Crack, peel and flake resistant 
* Washable 

* Non- yellowing 

* No chalk washdown 

* Paint film will not erode 


i Call for a catalog displayin our wide Granville Manufacturing Co. 


0 28 Patterns in lay-in or nail-up inge of reproduction ha as well | * Established 1857 * 


@ Brass, Copper, Chrome-plated Bi as our new Southwest and hand for; ed | 
B Steel & Pre-painted white ШИ line of door and cabinet hardware. All PO Box 15 Granville, Vermont 05747 


Ø Stainless steel for backsplashes = 1 podis with a lifetime warranty. Call, write or fax for Free ‘Brochure 
@ 13 Cornice styles = Pre-cut miters еэ nies 


0 Send $1 for brochure Tel: 802-767-4747 * Fax: 802-767-3107 
0 Call for Technical Assistance E-Mail: woodsiding@madriver.com 


ga aa-abbingdon affiliates inc. | k Web Site: www.woodsiding.com 
CIC]. dept. TOH. 2149 Utica Ave., Bkiyn., NY 11234 (718) 258-8333 


PLAN YOUR 
DREAM НОМЕ. 


Whatever your vision of a dream 
home is, Lindal Cedar Homes can 
bring it to life, Our experienced dealers 
will help you every step of the way. 
Start making your dream come true. 
Call for the name of a dealer near you. 


A Lindal ы е d» 


CEDAR HOMES Door Hardware / 


Exterior Lighting 


www.lindal.com 
PO, Box 24426, Dept. MP-3, Searle, WA, USA 98124 
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Restore Cracked Plaster Walls & Ceilings 


Easy One Day Applications 
Vapor Barrier ‘Cost Effective *1 Day Application «Remove No Trim 


HOW TO USE THE NU-WAL* SYSTEM: 


1. Cut fiberglass 2. Apply saturant to 3. Apply fiberglass 4. Trim excess mat 


mat 2° longer area to be mat to wet where wall 
than height. covered. surface. 


5. Trim mat at 6. Trim mat at T.Applysecond 8. Apply 1st coat of 
baseboard and outlets, coat of saturant — saturant to 
window. switches, etc. to wet mat. adjacent area. 


Waterproof + rt ime · Solvent Free 
Bonds Wood, Stone, Metal, PRORA Plastics, & More 


Now At Your Local Hardware/Home Center 
If not, tell the big ape who runs the place to get it for you. 


9. Apply mat to 10.Cut down center 11.Remove mat 12.Apply 2nd coat A portion of every sale of Gorilla Glue has been 
2nd area, over- of overlap (both strips on both of saturant and always will be donated to The Gorilla Foundation 


lapping by 1". layers). sides of cut. (include seam) 
kd $ 1-800-966-3458 24 Hour * 1-888-367-4583 Trade Direct 
AAT Make Walls & Ceilings Like New! co The Gorilla Group * 122 Powers Ave., Santa Barbara CA 93103 
NOM SPECIFICATION CHEMICALS, INC. 


824 Keeler Street + Boone, IA 
ORIGINAL FORMULA * ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY 


800-247-3932 
email: sales @ spec-chem.com | 


* online: nttp/www.spec-chem.com 


Radiant 


UNDERFLOOR 


Heating 


We make it as 
simple as it looks. 


adiantec underfloor radiant heating 
В: аге more than comfortable 
and energy efficient. They're adaptable 
and affordable too. They install easily 
make use of any fuel, and cost less 
than other heating systems 

And underfloor radiant heat 
preserves the aesthetics of any home 
because the components are hidden 
within the flooring system 


SOUTHERN 


WOOD FLOORS 


1-888-488-PINE 


Out-of-sight comfort 
for your restoration 
or reproduction. 


Installs easily in conventional 
and concrete flooring 


Call for our free brochure. ? " Radiantec 


LI 
Box 1111, Lyndonville, VT 05851 


(800)451-7593 * (802)626-5564 * FAX (802)626-8045 * www.radiantec.com 


www.southernwoodfloors.com 
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When applied on 
wet or damp. 
concrete, the 
active ingredients 
in Hi-Dry pene- 
trate deep into 
the pores, pro- 
ducing a crys- 
talline formation 
which seals the 
structure against 
water seepage. 


CAUSES OF WATER SEEPAGE 


Can be applied on the ‘inside’ 
against water seepage. 


Non-toxic. 
Contains no dangerous chemicals. 


Becomes an integral permanent 
part of concrete. 


Will never blister and peel. 
Does not produce harmful vapors. 


Protects concrete against the deterio- 
ration caused by water 


XYPEX CHEMICAL 
CORPORATION 


For Sales and Technical Support 
888-443-7922 


Website: www.hi-dry.com 


E-mail: info@xypex.com 


UNUM, Whit p Company 


Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways 


* Stock or Custom Designs «Authentic Replications • Prompt Quality Service • 
«Porch Posts « Balusters • Newels « Spindles • Finials • Handraile 
«Lengths To 12 Feet • Free Brochure • 

1-800-527-9064 Fax 701-642-4204 
E-Mail: info@cinderwhit.com 
Website: www.cinderwhit.com 

733 Eleventh Avenue South • Wahpeton, ND 58075 


We Can Solve Your Paint Removal Problems! 


С) The Most Effective, Efficient and Ecologically 
Safe Paint Stripping System Available 
* Strips one square foot of paint in 15 seconds, 


* Retrieves stripped debris into vacuum systems. 
Can also be used for lead paint removal., 


* Eliminates the need for chemicals, sandblasting or heat removal. 


SANDER VAC? 


Dust-free sanding 
indoor and out. 


AMERICAN-INTERNATIONAL TOOL IND., INC. 
129-B Fletcher Avenue, Cranston, В! 02920 


(401) 942-7855 1-800-932-5872 


om The Р pllection 


Fine duel Victorian & Traditional Plumbing Products 
JT15 Kitchen and Lavatory 


| 


8" to 16". 


ie 


rion 


| creative custom design solutions 

| ? MANY : [ 

A 4 STYLES 2 

т kJ TO іб 
CHOOSE 


FROM 


Baths From The 
By Besco Plum 
DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS 
83 E. WATER ST, ROCKLAND, MA 02370 
1-800-697-3871 * 1-781-871-8530 
Fax:1-781-871-8533 


Free Brochure 
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Instant Shade! 


Steel • Aluminum * Wood 
Brass * Stainless 
SIZE 


New Shadelree" Retractable Deck and Patio Canopies 
provide instant shade ... whenever you want it. 


pped 


Б а PR; г “ » 
Complete Unit or Kit $425 up Turns your hot deck or patio into a comfortable “outdoor room 


< Extends or retracts in only seconds * Easy do-it-yourself installation* 
Stock for Fast Shipping с , r 


Phone 713-680-3110 
Toll Free 1-800-231-0793 
Fax 1-713-680-2571 


www.stairwaysinc.com 


TAIRUURVG wc. 


4166 Pinemont 
Houston, TX 77018 


кик SKATTER The best paint jobs begin with 


Shipped Anywhere 
Moveable Louvers, fixed 
louvers or raised panel. 


Custom curved tops. 


Unfinished or painted in 
denen tine Schreuder Dutch paint has 


Interior Plantations in T T been synonymous with high 
2%' and 3A" louvers. Е ai 1 ^ performance and beauty for 
Hinges and Holdbacks. : te € over 200 years 


A wide choice of fabrics, including decorator patterns from Sunbrella 


Financing available (90 days same as cash - payments as lows as $25 a month!) 


Phone, write or fax today for FREE Shadeldeas Catalog & Video 
(317-4233) ОГ FAX 614/844-5991 


ShadeTree™ Canopies ... by Certairileed BI Fabrics by 
6317 Busch Blvd * Dept. 163 
Columbus, OH 43229 
+t Installation services available. 


Call 800-894-3801 for a dealer in your area 


k Schreuder's infinite array 
Brochures/Prices, call or write: s 


SHUTTERCRAFT, 282 Stepstone Hill AF » ІТТ of colors and full range of 


Guilford, СТ 06437 — (203) 453-1973 аы interior and exterior finishes 
= are available in both traditional 


oil and odorless acrylic 


THE “VERTICAL VALET” 


This DUMBWAITER 
is specially designed 
for two and three 
floor residential 
applications 


For lasting value and more 
than twice the life, the best 
P) paint is Schreuder. 


Color charts and Specifier’s 
Manual available upon request. 


om sized 
lled by any 
perienced Call for catalogs & 
C technical assistance. 


Post Office Box 419 
Woodstock, Vermont 05091-0419 
Phone 800-332-1556 * Fax 802-457-3984 

E-mail into@fine-paints.com * Internet www.fine-paints.com 


Ultimate Die Corporation 
Tampa, FL 813-620-8847 
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| E This Old 
| е 


MAGAZINE 


Antique Heart Pie, old growth, recycled timbers. Finish 
flooring stair treads, millwork. Northeast Millwork, RI 
401/624-8117. 

п Stock ‘SEBASTIAN'S SPECIALTY HARDWOODS - Reclaimed Antique 

^ est Heart Pine, Douglas Fir, Hardwoods. Flooring, Posts, 

t The Low Prices Beams, Boards Expertly Milled. Ship Anywhere From SW 
Wisconsin. 608-734-3157. 


All Ast Quality Name 
Brand Blinds 
and Wallpaper! 


Do You Have a picture of your favorite old house? 
PONI BLIND KIT Professional, museum quality portrait painting of your 
ir FREE: * WALLPAPER home by artist Jon McNaughton. Free information packet 
CRAS CATALOG! 801-794-3628. 
7 1 Сире Book Comparing Contractors or Homes 
4 y You d. before Building, Buying or Remodeling. Free Information 
РТР is 1-800-221-8778 or www.acriticaleye.com 
1-800-272-0021 
ra 800-789-9784 Carpet and Rugs. All major brands 
5% over cost! American Carpet Brokers. ы 
WWW. shop com ATTENTION! Factory Direct Carpet, below wholesale 
2 = prices. Call now! 800-687-9759. > 
BECKLER'S CARPET. “Since 1949”. 1-800-232-5537 


Au. RADIATOR OUTDOOR Press’ Weed GashvGreda Cad. Galion, A — 
STELENCLOSURES GASLIGHTS... Buy Smaart First quality, warranted carpet, vinyl, hardwood, 


ceramic, laminate flooring, and area rugs. Dalton's largest 


1-800-985-7380 


FOR HOMES, OFFICES, CHURCHES, INSTITUTIONS 7 Lamps of exceptional beauty and outlet. Family owned and operated far 2 years 
nm D y timeless elegance are back again. Guaranteed low prices. Free samples. Ship anywhere 
(у M * Nine models in solid brass Call Carpets of Dalton toll free 1-888-514-7446. 
Nine models in cast aluminum Caner, Vivv. & HARDWOOD FLOORING true wholesale prices. 
Three distinctive styles Carpet Express "America's Floor Store" 1-800-922-5582 
EY Three mountings: post, Dalton, GA 
[ uni — || = pedestal, or wall mount Career, Уму, Woon, Russ. For 25 Years. The Top Brands. 
| FROM 4. Piua picis ROR CAE е The Lowest Prices. West Carpet, Dalton, GA 800-338-6124 
| BUY FACTORY DIRECT & SAVE * EASY TO ASSEMBLE DU IN Save $$$ - Newest carpet styles - colors - mill direct. Quick 
MANY STYLES & COLORS + BAKED ENAMEL FINISH Call or e-mail us for a FREE brochure. delivery. All * Star Carpet Brokers - 1-888-242-3543 
Send '1.00 for Brochures. Refundable with Order. Appliance Repair Service 
MONARCH ceo: 366 Parkhurst Boulevard, Buffalo, NY 14223 Кешке”. Concrete Floor Stain. Unique. Easy. Old or 
RO. BOX 426.111 KERO AD. CARLSTADT, NJ 07072 1:800-257.1934 E-mail: idorepair@pcom.net new concrete. 1-888-633-0344, www.kemistone.com 


| (201)507-5551 


MoronizeD Gates. Complete remote-controlled gate 
HEATHER VANES MEEI qose 


America's Large Selection! 1-800-234-3952. www.amazinggates.com 


Save $$$$ Sub-contract your home or addition. “Build It 
Yourself" seminar booklet. 800-644-1164. 


VISA and M/C 


1:401) 253.0344. 


INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE For development 
and patent assistance on your product or idea, сай 
Davison: 1-800-677-6382. Proven Design Results. 


ERES N Inventors: We help submit ideas to industry. Patent 
services. 1-800-288-IDEA 


p "ona i 


CLASSIC PORCH SHADES ARCHITECTURAL MILLWORK TO SPEC. Mouldings, paneling 
E 5 ©, cabinetry, windows, doors milled, matched, replaced 
б RO.Box 100T „Hinesburg NT if A.G. Sharp Lumber, 1-800-745-2596 
= end Sor free brochure 


NUN AMERIC ANA ыы 5-6290: WWW. Sover.net/«foamlawt WEATHERVANES AND Сиро! АЗ - 50% Off. America's Largest 
۴ Colors 1 Selection, Free Catalogue 1-800-724-2548. 


800-269-5697 HANDCRAFTED 


| —— То the Drip on the Tapered Candles 


Mylen Stairs T 


Spiral, Straight, and Ш [i 
Curved Stairs 


a 


ALL Sizes & Styles Gable Trim Porch Posts 
Fretwork Newel Posts 
Steel, Wood, Aluminum 36- Early American lighting since 1938; chandeliers, Brackets BI Balusters 


copper lanterns and wall sconces. см das 
36. Knowledgeable collectors, restorations and museums } 4900 
have been buying our fine fixtures for over 30 years. 
A list is available upon request. $2.00 for catalog. 


Custom & Stock Kits 


Free Brochures & 


Factory Assistance Hillsboro TX 76645 


GATES MOORE le E 1-800-969-2181 
River Road Silvermine, Dept. TOH, Norwalk, CT 06850 
Telephone (203) 847-3231 


1-800-431-2155 ext. 5198 
http://www. mylen.com 
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WOOD IDEA 
207-587-4832 
2158 Bacon Rd 

_Ме{сег, ME 04957 - 


AGA Cookers à 
All cast iron construction for better 


tasting food. Two sizes. Ten porcelain [f | 
enamel colors. Three types of fuel 


Send $2 for 16 page color brochure 


Classic Cookers 1 
90-2593 Lower Barnett Hill, Middlesex vI 05602 «802-223-3620 


«Але! 


Construct » Custom Cellar Doors кош 


By STEELWAY 
EN t 77 
"Flat ox Angled 
ib. Any Size... Only $479 2 " 


Install 


www cellardoorscom (800)368-8393 (610) 828-7608 fax 


TPE MICRO CABIN PLANS | 
ONLY ¥59 "3291 


“FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER 
Great m retreat/ weekend 
getaway. Blueprints available 
for cabine, cottages, bams, 
and more. Log designs too. 
CATALOG ONLY AN $6 - 800-572-5984 


WIRELESS DRIVEWAY ALARM 


A bell rings in your house 
anytime someone walks or 
drives into your place. 

+ Free Literature - 
DAKOTA ALERT, INC. 
BOX 130, ELK POINT, SD 57025 


605-356-2772 


Goddard Spiral Stairs | 


Custom built; available in steel or wood; 
interior and exterior styles available 
Wholesale prices and brochure. 


GODDARD MANUFACTURING 
Вох 502 Перт, TOH, LOGAN KS 67646 
785-689-4341 


COATINGS FOR ALL SURFACES 
FAUX FINISHES 


ANTIQUE PATINAS 
GREEN-BLUE-BROWN-BLACK 
FREE BROCHURE 800-882-7004 


WOODEN 
FLOOR 
GRATES 
2°10" to 20°« 32° 
3 floor models and baseboard model 


unfinished or prefinished 
send $2.00 for catalog and receive a $5 coupon to: 


GRATE VENTS 


9502 Linder Ave.» Crysigi Гоке, It вооа 
Uis) 4 


E Ho Old 
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DUAL 
FIRMNESS 
CONTROLS 


PUT A DRESSER UNDER ANY BED. TRY THE 
WORLD'S BEST ADJUSTABLE MATTRESS 
30-DAY IN-HOME TRIAL - SHIPS BY UPS 


Do Your NAKED 
STEAM RADIATORS 
Embarrass You? 


Steam and hot water systems 
with upright coil radiators have 
been proven to be the finest 
method of heating, BUT are 
ugly and old-fashioned. Paint 


or wood covers drastically re- 
duce heating efficiency 
Ace radiator enclosures 
1. Project heat out into room 
2. Keep drapes, walls cleaner 
3. Beautily your home 
FREE catalog of ideas and effi 
cient heating. FREE ESTIMATES 


Write or phone (toll free) 
Manufacturing Co. 1-800- 
3564 Blue Rock Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45247 543-7040, 


ADD-ON WINDOW PANES 


Patio 
Decorative grids - Easy | 
inexpensive, removable 
New Panes Creations 
44799 Fern Circle 
(800) 3t CA 92592 
00) 382-7263 
FREE Literature ($ vor newpanes.com 


and Edge LIESS 
Shap er $i laner Ш 


flush planing n rene P9 
hardwood & T wide, 
laminate 

edges up to E Ja 
2-1/4" thick 


WWW. VIRUTEX.COM®800-868-9663° FAX:212-989-1777 


GLASS INTERIOR 


Storm Windows 


* Maintain the charm & beauty of existing windows 
(NO replocements. NO unsightly triple-trock storms) 
* Eliminate Drofts completely 

Reduce Heating & Cooling bills vp to 30% 

* Low "E" and UV Protection available. 

* Compression fit DIY installation 

* Patented trackless mounting 

* Foctory direct custom sizes | 

No tools - Snap in & Out | 


Cott 

Innerglass 
WINDOW SYSTEMS 

the better alternative 


1-800-743-6207 * FAX (860) 651-4789 
15 Herman Drive , Simsbury, CT 06070 | 


Call Susan BoucHER or Ann Tracey, Media People, Inc 
1-B00-542-5585, 1-860-542-5535, Fax: 1-860-542-6904 


FREE SHIPPING 
WITHIN 
48 HOURS! 


FAX: 1-800-214-3929 
400 GALLERIA #400 + SOUTHFIELD, MI 48034 


е 5 
їшї ШИП! 


Ве а һоте 
° 
inspector! | 
Professional-level I 
home study. Make more 
money and be more in- 
dependent as a home 
inspector. Join a boom- 
ing industry! For your 
free career literature, 


send or call 24 hours a day. 


Call now: 800-223-4542 42 | 


l School of Home Inspection, Dept. PPC411 l 
PCDI, 430 Technology Pky., Norcross, GA 30092 
нн н н н на а а а а 
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57 Grove Street, 
North Brookfield, 
Massachusetts 


In North Brookfield, Mass- 
achusetts, a rural town 35 minutes 
west of Worcester, the trim 2'4-story 
house on Grove Street has been a 
neighbor to St. Joseph’s Church for 
more than a century. The house’s 
longtime owner died in 1997, and 
the church, desperately in need of 
more parking space, snapped it up. 
Now St. Joseph’s is looking for 
someone to buy the house and move 
it off the property. 

Little is known of the house’s 
history. Sometime in the 1950s, the 
2,000-square-foot residence was 
split into two apartments, each with 
two bedrooms, a dining room, à 
bathroom, a living room and a 
kitchen. There are two finished 
rooms in the cozy slope-walled 
attic. Only a few original elements 
remain: the front-porch columns, 
the six-panel wood doors and the 
stairway banister. 

“The structure is extremely 
sound," says Paul Cigal, a local 
home builder. He estimates that 
jacking the house off its foundation 
and moving it within a 2-mile 
radius would cost about $25,000. 
Even better, Cigal figures the house 
could be moved in one piece: *We 
wouldn't even crack the plaster." 


CONTACT 
Father Richard Carey 
St. Joseph's Rectory 

North Brookfield, MA 01535 
508-867-6811 


И you know of a house that should be saved, ple: 


A 110-year-old Victorian, top, which now stands in tbe way of a new parking lot, begins its second 
century in remarkably good, ready-to-move shape. Vinyl siding sheathes the exterior, but most of the 
original windows remain. A well-preserved staircase, right, provides access to the second-floor 
apartment and the attic. In the dining room, left, wide-plank floors set off a built-in china cabinet. 
Building contractor Paul Cigal says that, in addition to the moving costs, a new owner would have 
to spend about $50,000 to remove asbestos from the basement, fill in the basement hole, dig and 
pour a new foundation and upgrade the house’s outmoded electrical, plumbing and heating systems. 


write to: Save This Old House,1185 Avenue of the Americas, 27th floor, New WR NY 10036. 


Тиз Оп» House (ISSN 1086-263 
Canada Post International Pub 


Publishing Ventures, Inc 
al office: Rockefell 
res, Inc. Vol. 4, No. 2. All rights reserved. Repr 
r: Send address changes to This OLp House, Р.О. Box 830781, Birmingham, AL 352 
e WGBH Educational Foundation, Used with permission, Printed in the U.S.A 


he Americas, New York, NY 10036 (GST R: 1271 

17522-9465). Jim Nelson, Chai 
n is prohibited. Periodicals 
$19.95. Тнв Ош 
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Whoever said there are no guarantees in life never had an appliance fixed by 

Sears HomeCentral. Our 14,000 repair specialists are so well- 

trained, we guarantee their work on any major brand appliance, 

no matter where you bought it. _SEARS _ 
So if you have an appliance problem, call someone | HomeCentral 

who knows what they're doing. We'll fix it right, guaranteed. 


1-800-4-MY-HOME 


BIG IS GOOD. 
BIGGER IS EVEN BETTER. 


THE TR UCK knows big. That's because 


The Truck has the biggest extended cab of any 
Chevy full-size pickup ever. 

And when you start this big, you're bound to 
end up with a whole lot of comfort. The widest 
third-door opening in the industry and an 
integrated safety belt design will have you in and 
out in no time. Your knees will appreciate having 
the most rear-seat legroom of any half-ton pickup. 
Settle into one of the available front bucket seats 
with articulating headrests and you're up to your 
neck in luxury. Optional heated leather six-way 


SILVERADO 


power buckets' have a driver's side extra: 

they can be programmed to remember exactly 
how you like your seat adjusted. There. That's 
much better. 

Now look over your shoulder. We added four 
more inches of legroom back there; exclusive 
adjustable outboard headrests and an 18-degree 
rear seat-back angle to make backseat drivers 
happy on long trips. Proof positive that the new 
Silverado’ isn't just any truck. It’s The Truck. From 
Chevy. The most dependable, longest-lasting 
trucks on the road!" 


n 


LIKE A ROCK 


Toll free 1-877-THE TRUCK or www.chevrolet.com/silverado 


‘Measurement based on widest distance between doors for half-ton pickups. tLeather on seating surfaces only. "Versus 1998 Chevy C/K . ttDependability based on longevity 
1981-1997 fulHine light-duty truck company registrations. Excludes other GM divisions. All claims exclude other GM vehicles. © 1998 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 


